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Educationists attribute 
the poor performance 
to a range of challenges, 
including a shortage of 
teachers, poor'facilita ~<­
tion, limited compe.ti;;;·­
tion, and weak slJpervi-

How to boost PLE scores 
inhard~to-reach districts 
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BY VICE NT LUSAMBYA 

The Primary Leaving Examina­
tions (PLE) results over the years 
have laid bare a troubling reali­
tY: learners in hard-to-reach are­

as such as KalangaJa>E1~on, Rwenzori, 
and Karamoja continue to struggle to 
match the perfonnance of their urban 
counterparts . 

. ucation and Sports to raise standards, 
these regions remain at a disadvan­
taie, unable-to effectively compete with 
schools in towns and cities. 

For instance, in the recently released 
results, only 886 out of 46,926 candi­
dates in West Nile passed in Division 
One. Districts such as Madi-Okollo and 
Obongi barely registered on the scale, 
recording just one and two Division 
One candidates,respectively. 

Educationists attribute the poor per-
- formance to a range of challenges; in­

cluding a shortage of teachers, poor fu­
cilitation j limited competition, and 
weak supeivision. 

Pupils attend a lesson at MuholTO Muslim Primary School ifi Kagadi District in 2023. PHOTOIFlLE 

Mr Haiadu Kirabii-a, chairperson of . "We automatically think that schools 
the National Private Education Insti- • in Karamoja,for example, will do poor­
tutions Association (NPEIA), links the • ly. This mindset is upsetting because 
poor outcomes to the scarcity of pri- : parents end up transferring learners 
ovate schools in hard-to-reach areas, • to urban schools, yet it is these same 
whith denies Universal Primary Educa- . learners who could help hard-td-reach 
tion (UPE) schools the competition that schools register good results. Every area 
drives performance in urban settings. can perform well,"he said. 

"These districts have very few private Mr Kirabira also noted that teachers in 
schools,and some have none at all. This these regions rarely undergo continu­
does not create competition for goyern- ous'professional development, leaving 
ment schools, unlike what we see in ur- them stuck with outdated skills. 
ban areas,"he said. "The way teachers graduate from 

Renowned educationist Fagil Mandy colleg~s is often the way they remain. 
stressed the need for a deliberate mind- There is no deliberate initiative by the 
set shift among all stakeholders,inqud- National, Curriculum Development 
ing parents, who often assume that viI- Centre or the ministry to help them up­
lage schools are destined to perform grade their skills,"he said. 
poorly. Mr Emmanuel Gitta, a youth coun-

Support. 
Teachers need sup­
port and appreciation. 
Parents must also play 
a bigger role. 10 many 
cases, learners are . 
overloaded with do­
mestic work and have 

to trek long distances 
to school, making it difficult to ba­
lance . tudies and home responsi­
bilities;'- Mr Hasadu Kirabira 

sellor and spokesperson of.the Ugan­
da.Counselling Association, added that 
some teachers themselves discourage 
learners. 

"1 have received complaints from 
learners who said teachers told them 

that certain questions or topics are 
meant for urban schools. This kind of 
inappropriate mentoring drains learn­
ers ofhope,"he said. 

Mr Mandy further pointed to poor 
working environments and weak su~ 
pervision by heads of institutions and 
district inspectors of schools as contnb­
uting fuctors. .. 

"Assessment oflearners is also prob­
lematic in many government schools 
compared to the private·sector. Inspec­
tors of schools need to move more 
seamlessl.)fhe sai<i 

Mr Kirabira emphasised that, unlike 
in urban centres where parents treat 
education as a shared responsibility, 
parents in hard-to-reach areas often 
leave the burden entirely to ~achers. 

"Teachers need support and'appreci­
ation. Parents must-a1so~play a 'bigger 
role. In many cases, learners are.over­
loaded with domestic work'and 'have 
to trek long distances to scliool,makIDg 
it difficult to balance studies and home 
responsibilities,"he said. 

Mr Gitta recommended extending 
mentorship programmes to both pu­
pils and parents, adding that both sides 
need guidance. . 

"Parents in these areas should be 
:mentored against overburdening 
learners with domestic chores and fail-=-

tional support,"he said. 
Mr Mandy added that schools should 

also revive co-curricular activities, 
which playa key role in shaping learn­
ers'minds but have been largely ne­
glected. 

Speaking during the release of the 
2025 PLE results last week, the Minister 
of Education and Sports,Ms Janet Mu­
seveni, said while the ministry is crack­
ing down on absentee teachers,parents 
must also act as whistle-blowers. 

"Why should a teacher who earns a . . 
monthly salary be absent for an entire -­
month without a single parent raising 
an alann?"she asked. 

"Teachers who continue to receive pay 
from taxpayers while absent from du­
tymustdecidewhethertheywanttore­
main in public service or exit." 

She added that the Directorate ofEdu­
cation Standards (DES) has been tasked 
to fully utilise goven:lmenHunded 
technology to monitor teacher attend­
ance and classroom instruction. 

Ms Museveni' further warned that 
schooi administrators will be held ac­
countable, particularly in cases involv- , 
ing ungraded candidates. v ":::' . 

"When releasing future PLE results, we 
must have answers as to why a school 
with a head teacher, teachers, inspec­
tors; and a distI'ict education officer on 
the government payroll still produces 
many ungraded eandidates,"she said. 
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BY ANTHONY WE~AKA 
& JULIET KIGQNGO Museveni urges Judiciary to back ten-fo~d growth agenda 

KAMPALA: President Museveni has He added: "All these critical areas in-
urged the Judiciary to align itself with volve land, investment, and transport 
government priorities under the ten- infrastructure, which are prone to dis­
fold growth programme. putes. We therefore need a supportive 

He warned that unresolved legal dis- Judiciary that Will quickly resolve dis­
putes could derail key investments and putes and liberate these key fuctors of 
development projects. production for further use and reuse." 

The President said the ambitious Mr Muse~eni said effective dispute 
strategy under the Fourth National De- resolution is vital to the success of the 
velopment Plan (NDP IV) will inevita- Parish Development Model, warning 
bly generate disputes over land, infra- that prolonged legal wrangles could 
structure, and human capital, which render land and other productive Ie­

must be resolved swiftly to unlock pro- sources idle. 
duction and economic transformation. "The Judiciary must therefore posi-

"As you are aware, the focus of the gov- tion itself to be more creative, innova­
ernment in the next five years under tive and strategic in devising mecha­
the NDP N is a Tenfold Growth Strate- nisms for quicker resolution of disputes 
gy which includes prioritising agro-in- to avoid frustrating our people and our 
dustrialisation, tourism development, investors, and to promote harmo~rec­
science, technology and innovation, in- onciliation and peaceful co-existence," 
cludingICI' and the creative industry, as he said. 
well as mineral-based industrial devel-
opment, including oil and gas,"Mr Mu- Chief Justice Zeija wamscritics 
seveni said in his speech delivered by At the same event, Chief Justice Flavi­
Vice President JesicaAlupo during the an Zeija issued a stern warning to indi­
opening of the New Law Year 2026, in viduals who use social m edia to attack 
Kampala yesterday. , judicial officers, saying such actions 

could attract legal consequences. 
"I muSt state that these judges process 

a lot of things, and yet their wellness is 
fundamental. When you are hearing 
a murder case, and you are looking at 
photos of people who have been cut in­
to piecesjudges do not need additional 
trauma from social m~" Justice Zei­
jawamed. 

He accused some social media users 
ofspreadingfulsehoods.aboutjudgesto 
gain popularity and financial rewards. 

"You create something fake to get 
more likes and money. We shall take ac­
tion,"he further warned. 

The Chief Justice's remarks come two 
days after outspoken lawyer Hassan 
Male Mabirizi was arraigned before Bu­
ganda Road Court and charged under 
the Computer Misuse Act over alleged 
social media posts targeting Chief Jus­
tice Zeija, and Court of Appeal Justice 
MusaSsekaana. 

Court records indicate that Mabiri­
zi is accused of using a TikTok account, 
@male.mabirizi, in January to send, 
share, or transmit information deemed • 

offensive against the two senior judicial 
' officers. . 

Justice Zeija also assured the public 
that the Judiciary will handle election 
petitions within the prescribed time­
lines, saying High Court election pe­
titions will be concluded in under six 
months, while the presidential election 
petition will be determined within 45 
days from the date offiling. 
. Attorney General Kiryowa Kiwanuka 

urged judicial officers to prioritisetHeir 
health, describing wellness as essential 
to the effective administration of jus­
tice. 
~healthisthebedrockonwhlch 

all forms ofwellness rest. Judicial of­
ficers must have the stamina to sit 
through long court sessions and the 
physical capacity to travel to remote ar­
eas for locus visits under challenging 
conditions,"Mr Kiwanuka said. 

He encouraged judges to undergo reg­
ular medical check-ups and make use 
of the health insurance provided to 
them 

Justice and Constitutional Affairs 

minister NoIDertMao remindedjudges 
that integrityGIDllot be taught. 

"'!here is no school for integrity. it is a 
personal choice,"Mr Mao said. 

The New Law Year launch is an an­
nual event at which the Judiciary ac-- "'­
counts to Ugandans. 

Law society holds parallel event 
Meanwhile, the Uganda Law Socie­

ty (ULS), which boycotted the Judici­
ary event in protest forpot having been 
given the opportunity to address the 
guests, held a parallel media engage­
ment under the theme "Practicing law 
amid military rule." 
In a statement, ULS vice president An- _ 

thony Asiimwe said the legal professior 
operates in an environment increasing-
ly overshadowed by militarisation. 

"The Office of the DPP and the courts • 
seem complicit, as recently seen in the 
blanket sanctioning of trumped-uRiot , 
charges, denial of bail, bond, and ha­
beas corpus for protesters and govern­
ment critics,"Mr Asiimwe said. 
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