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NRM OFFICIAL SLAIN IN BUKEDEA POLL CLASH 
was plunged into 

"utI"'''''''} after violen~ 
during local council 3 

(LC3) , leaving the National 
Movement (NRM) sub-

chairperson dead. 
The deceased, Samson Wamimbi, 

the NRM chairperson of Aligoi 
sub-county, died following injuries 
sustained during.. clashes between 
rival sllPporters in Akerei village. 

The . yjolence broke out mid­
mOrning after supporters of Robert 
Kawuku clashed with those backing 
his main challenger, Ben Eca(it, 
an independent candidate. The 
confrontation reportedly followed 
tensions that had been simmering 
since the NRM party primaries. 

According to eyewimesses, the 
chaos began when Alex Okoja, 
the Aligoi district councillor who is 
known to be a supporter of Kawuku, 
was chased away from the polling 
station by a group believed to be 
backing Ecaat. Okoja reportedly 
fled to his nearby home and locked 
hiI}:lself inside for safety. 

NRM Bukedea district chairperson 
Isaac Epilo said Wamimbi was 
informed of the growing tension and 

Wamimbi 
died after 

sustaining 
severe 

injuries. 
He died on 

the way 
to Mulago 

National 
Referral 
Hospital 

yesterday 

decided to go to Okoja's home to 
assess the situation. 

"When he got· there, the angry 
crowd turned on-him. He was beaten 
and pelted with burnt bricks," Epilo 
said. 

Warnimbi sustained severe 

Mukombe 

the home of Alex Okoja together with 
other people. A group of about 12 
individuals, believed to be supporters 
of candidate Ecaat, attacked and beat 

f ~ them," Stephen Mukombe, the Kyoga 
South police spokesperson, said. 

Mukombe added that some 
members of the group managed to 
flee to Kachurnbala Police Station, 
and that Wamimbi collapsed shortly 
after being taken there. 

Police have arrested 12 suspects, 
including Ecaat, to assist with 
investigations. 

B£fVIEH THE IJN£S 

On the other hand, violence has 
reignited debate over the conduct of 
the LC3 elections in the district. On 
polling day, candidates from II sub­
counties raised complaints against 
the Electoral Commission, alleging 

.,. The deceased, Samson 
Wamimbi, died following Injuries 
sustained during clashes 
between rival supporters In 
Akerei village In Bukedea 
district. 

irregular removal from the race, 
which left the NRM flag-bearers 
standing unopposed. 

A week earlier, the affected 
candidates had petitioned the 
Electoral Commission chairperson, 
Justice Simon Byabakama, disputing injuries and was initially rushed to 

Kachumbala Police Station, where 
he later collapsed. He was taken to 
Elgon Hospital and subsequently 
referred to Mulago National Referral 
Hospital, but died on the way in the 
early)lours of yesterday. 

Police in Kyoga South have 
confirmed the incident and launched 
investigations into the deadly assault. 

claims that they -had voluntarily 
withdrawn from the elections. 

Authorities have condemned 
the violence and vowed to bring 
all perpetrators to justice as 
investigations continue. 

"It is alleged that on January 4 at 
around Tooam, the deceased went to 

UICT seeks sh15b for smart classrooms 
Uganda Institute 

bliormation and 
nications Technology 
is seeking for sluSb 

from the Government to 
establish smart classrooms and 
laooratories aimed at training 
world-class ICT pn;>fessionals. 
. According to the institute, 

a smart classroom is a 
technology-enhariced learning 
environment that integrates 
digital tools, high-speed 
internet and interactive 
systems to improve teaching, 
learning and academic 
management. 

Unlike traditional chalk-and­
talk methods, smart classrooms 
promote interactive, efficient 
and skills-oriented learning. 
Such classrooms are equipped 
with computers or tablets for 
both lecturers and students, 
interactive displays or smart 
boards, projectors and 
multimedia systems, high­
speed internet and networking, 
learning management 
systems, audio-visual tools 
such as'microphones, cameras 
and . s'peakers, as well as 
educational software and 
digital content, including 
augmented and virtual reality. 

UICT principal Dr Frederick 
,Edward ; Kito@go , said the 
- stl1d.ent ~ , ':'Op"l;,rion - . has , .t"";. s t~ · 1 , :..t't. ~~ .. . _ --t J. 

Kltoogo: UICT principal 

grown to over 2,000 learners, 
with I,6so on government 
sponsorship and the rest 
privately sponsored. However, 
exrsnng laboratories are 
inadequate and cannot 
accommodate even a tenth of 
the students. 

"Because of the increasing 
numbers, especially 
governm en t- s po nso red 
students, the available 
classroom blocks can no 
longer accommodate all 
physical learners. To manage 
this, we have introduced shift­
based learning, with some 
students attending morning, 
afternoon and night sessions," 
Kjtoogo said. 

He stressed the need to 
upgrade lecture halls into 
digitally enabled physical and 
virtual learning spaces, to 
improve teaching outcomes 
and support nationwide digital I 

skilling progra.mrp.es. 

SCALING UP INNOVATIONS 
Beyond smart classrooms, 
Kitoogo also called for the 
establishment of modem 
physical and virtual 
laboratories in emerging 

! technolOgies such as artificial 
I intelligence, cybersecurity, 

cloud computing and data 
science. 

He said while smart 
~ classrooms focus on teaching, 
smart laboratories are 
de~gned for innovating. 

Kitoogo made -the appeal 
during an oversight _ and 
engagement meeting with the 
parliamentary committee on 
ICT and national guidance at 
the institute's Nakawa campus 
in Kampala on Thursday. 
Discussions at· the meeting 
covered policy gaps, limited 
funding, understaffing and the 
regulatory framework. 

Committee chairperson Tony 
Ayo urged the Government. 
to support local innovations 
through improved policies 
and increased funding. 

"Instead of remaining 
consumers of foreign-
developed technologies, we 

. 'must strengthen policies !hilt 

. support local innovation and 
increase funding to enable 
innovators to commercialise 
their products," Ayo said. 


