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NRM new stock 
Nameere claims gumite 

A
s Ugandans, every morning we wake up emotionally ar· 
mored. Not because we are natural pessimists, but because 

. the State has been remarkably consistent at showing us pre­
mium shege.Experience has taught us that when it comes to 

governance, low expectationS are not defeatist, they are a mental . 
health strategy. Still, this regime has gifts. Just when you th4lk you 
have seen it all, it pulls out a wildcard like a magician who refus· 
es to retire a trick This week's wildcard came wrapped injudicial 
robes, the Masaka CityWQman MP recount. -

What began as a routine court· ordered recount quickly turned 
into a national comedy skit with legal subtitles. Following the Jan· 
uary election, where NUP's Ro~e Nalubowa was declared winner, 
NRM's Justine Nameere petitioned court Chief Magistrate Albert 

'- ""-- Asiimwe ordered a recount. We leaned, it was proper dejavu be­
cause' we have seen this movie before. Ka boom, a ballot box with 
a broken seal Was discovered. In previous seasons of Uganda elec­
tions, this is where the referee blows the whistle and everyone 
goes hom~. A broken SE:al is supposed to be electoral death. Fatal. 
injury. End of match. I am no lawyer but I have read up some of 

.~ these, thanks to Nameere , and as per the law, that is the point the 
Chief Magistrate was supposed to wash his hands like Pilate. 

But not this time. Instead of halting the recount, the court calm­
ly said, "let us just remove this one box and continue." Lawyers 
cleared their throatS. Nalubowa's legal team walked out. NUP fol­
lowed. The recount marched on, unbothered, like nothing had 
happened. Finally, the verdict dropped: Nameere was declared 
willner with 25,502 votes. Na'Iubowa was revised down to about 
23,176. This neatly reversed the Electoral Commission's earlier 

' . _ numberS, where Nalubowa had led comfortably. The math was 
-- ~ impressive. Elastic, even.Ati numbers do not-lie but people do and 

unfortuna~itis the same people meant to explain them. 
Immediately, lawyers warned of dangerous t>recedent. Senior 

counsels gently remW-ded everyone that magistrates do not set 
precedents but they can definitely set moods. Even me, who learnt 
some ka little law as a course unit at MUBS, knows that. Nalubo­
wa's team are at the High Court, arguing the petition was filed late 
and the recountignored both law and logic.Nameere's supporters, 
meariwhile,insistedjustice had finally been served and blamed ir­
regularities, we know irregularitieS but they are regular here de­
pendent on the political ~artyyou subscnbe to. 

.PLE 2026 ... What an interesting concept!" . T he 2026 PLE results are out, and to 
put this gently, they are interesting. 
Even as non-parents, these results 
touched us all. Uneb seemed to be 

. following Nameere in setting precedents. 
Leading the national conversation is See­
ta Junior School, a relatively new play­
er founded by the Minister of Education 
himself This is the same minister whose 

. . ~eeta High School story is now legend, so 
when Seeta Junior topped the count.ry 
with all candidates in Division One; no 
one fuinted.Impressive? Absolutely. SUspi-
cious? Not yet. . 

Then the numbers arrived. Out of 140 
_ candidates, 56 scored Aggregate 4 ... in a 
year when Aggregate 4s were reported~ . 
ly rarer than honest politicians. In a year 
when Kampala's most elite schools could 
not produce even one. Celebration quickly 

turned into squinting. The kind of squint 
that says, first relax, hollup! Anyways, 
congratulations Seeta Junior, ldbokos, 
hardwork,luck or whatever it was,paid off. 

Uneb's national picture did not help 
calm nerves. OUt of 817,883 candidates, 
Aggregate 4 scores remained scarce, with 

. Social Studies and RE dragging down 
many strong pupils, mbu. Boys outper-

. formed girls in the top divisions, despite 
girls makiI).g up over half the candidates. 
English performed best, followed by'Inte­
grated Science and Mathematics. Firie. Not 
alarming. 

Until you look at Kampala. Kampala 
Parents School; Zero Aggregate 4S.Kabojja 
- none. Greenhill both campuses - noth- · 
ing. City Parents, Hormisdalen, Sir Apol­
lo Xaggwa Old Kampala, all excellent pass 
rates, all zero perfect aggregates. Kampala 

passed. 
Meanwhile, Mukono and Wakiso were 

feasting. Northern Uganda showed up 
strong, with schools like Hilder in Gulu 
producing top scorers, including a lead­
ing feQl,ale candidate. To complete the hu­
miliation, a village church school in Mbar­
ara outshone my old school , Savio Junior 
School, Kisubi. This year, urban parents 
swallowed hard. 

Education officials point to competen­
cy-based learning reforms and cohort dif­
ferences. Uneb's Dan Odongo urged calm, 
reminding us that every year behaves dif­
ferently. Parents nodded politely, but did 
not buy it.Especially when you remember 
that Hillside Naalya, which produced 99 
Aggregate 4s in 2022, produced zero this 
year. Kampala managedjust 59 Aggregate 
4S nationwide in 2026. 

Uganda Airlines' grarid self-sabotage 
In a plot twist, the embattled CEO of 

Uganda Airlines, delivered what may 
go down as the most surreal memo in 
public service history. She informed 
staff that her owtljob was being re-ad­
vertised. Not through rumours. Not 
through social media, not via a trust­
ed source but directly from her desk to 
the staff emails. She deserves flowers 
on her exceptional email writing skills, 
the email was brief and straight to the 
point. 

If there were awards for graceful ex­
its under pressure, this would at least 
earn an honourable mentiOJi. The 
memo followed President Museveni's 
directive for a full leadership shake­
up at the national carrier after years 
of hemorrhaging public funds. Ugan­
da Airlines has reportedly burned 
through over Shs1.3 trillion,prompting 
the President,rather late in the flight, 
to announce that the mess had gone on 

long enough. 
The irony; however, is thick enough 

to taxi on. Back in 2022, when Jennifer 
Bamuturaki was still the shiny symbol 
of national aviation ambition, Parlia­
menfs Cosase,chairect by Joel Ssenyo­
nyi,i-aised serious red flags. MPs ques­
tioned lavish spending, including a 
Shs50m per diem request, irregular 
procurement, and general financial 
gymnastics. Some MPs even claimed 
they were threatened for asking too 
many questions. Cosase recommend­
ed sanctions. Nothing happened. The 
report waS quietly neut:ralised;alleged­
ly with guidance from above. The CEO 
was protected. . 

Fast-forward to 2026: Same airline, 
worse losses, louder embarrassmen:t. 
SUdd~ decisive action is being mar­
keted as bold leadership. Ole applause, 
m~from~loyalists.Onsocial 
media; praise fl~Andrew Mwen-

da thanked Museveni for "finally sav­
ing Uganda Airlines" and propQSed im­
porting Girma Wake,former Ethiopian 
Airlines CEO,as board chaiI:"Today is a . 
day to celebrate,Bhe declared. 

Ugandans on X disagreed. "So he ap­
points afuiled CEO,ignores Parliament, 
watches billions vanish, then fires her 
and now he is a hero?B one user asked. 
Like we are thanking the arsonist for 
bringing water after the house has 
burned down. But also Girma Wake is 
reportedly 83 years old. In a country of 
47 million people, the solution is im­
porting an octogenarian because local 
rompetence appaI"E:Iltly requires polit­
ical perinission. Uganda Airlines did 
not fail overnight. It was enabled into ' 
fuilure. Now the job advert is out, the 
spin machine is loud, the beauty of the 
spin machine is that it can be anybody; 
we know that much about the govern­
ment. Shs87ID sa/o,involveme! 


