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A-generatie~n~~ 
starving for more 
than Mowledge 
TIe Government's Universal Primary Education 

(UPE) programme has expanded access to 
rilillions, but a disheartening truth persists: 

7,469 schools produced no division one graduates in 
the 2.025 Primary Leaving Examinations, which is a 
sharp rise from 6,833 in 2023. . 

However, behlnd this revelation lies a failure by 
parents who send 'children to school without meals, 
leaving them to endure lO-hour school days on 
empty stomachs, yet no one can concentrate in 
class without eating:This neglect directly curtails 
l~arning: Hunger-stricken pupils consistently score 

below the Uganda National Examinations 

» 
Board's average pass marks, proving 

that maIn:utrition cripples 
academic potential. 

LOCAL GOVTS 
MUST LAUNCH 
SENSITISATION 
CAMPAIGNS 

Stunted children are by 
far more likely to repeat 

grades or drop out . 
entirely, perpetUating 
cycles of poverty. 

Well, parents 
who dismiss this 
dilty· have taken . 
Matthew 4:4: 
Man does not live 
by bread alone, 
literally and too 
fat, ignoring that 

a starving mind 
cannot absorb 

TO CORRECT 
MISINTERPRETATIONS 
OF UPE AND ENFORCE 
ACCOUNTABILITY. 
THEY SHOULD PUNIS 
NON-COMPLIANT 
PARENTS. 

knowledge. How 
can a child solve 

yquations when their 
body is in survival mode? 

School feeding programmes 
in Karamoja region show 

great improvements in attendance 
and performance, yet parents refuse-even 

minimal contributions while blaming teachers for 
overcrowded classrooms. 
The Government's upcoming National School 

Feeding Programme (2026) is a key step, but it . 
cannot aQsolve parents of their primary duty. 

Free education was never meant to and can never 
replace parental responsibility. It is supposed to 
comple~ent it. Local governments must launch 
sensitisation campaigns to correct misinterpretations 
of UPE and enforce accountability. They sh9uld 
punish non-compliant parents. 

. ~ . 

MUSEVENI: ART OF SlRATEGIC 
PADENCE, CONCEAlMENT, ANALYSIS 
A

fter the election noise, we count 
the numbers in which tfle 
National Unity Platform (NUP) 
was drubbed and we registered 
the lowest voter turn up of 53% 

since 25 years under universal adult 
suffrage. Despite vote-buying and the 
boast of huge membership including 
the National Resistance Movement 
(NRM) claiming to have 18 million 

. registered voters, they have collectively 
failed to generate massive voter turnout 
on polling day. Th~saber-rattling of 
intimidation, election violence and . 
faint articulation of policy issues by 
parties are some of the reasons. There 
is also sense of stability in continuity 
of President Yoweri Museveni, which 
dampens voter enthusiasm. 

Opposition groups and leaders, like 
Kizza Besigye, Robert Kyagulanyi, 
Erias Lukwago, Muwanga Kivumbi 
and Betty Nambooze, among many 
others have failed to understand NRM 
and its leader Museveni and could be 
in a long-troubled life, if they do not 
change course. Of course at 82, life 
may be taking a toll, but nevertheless, 
as long as he still sYmbolises the state, 
it is important not to ignore his political 
machinery and leadership in Uganda 

As overzealous adventurists, they 
seem not to bother to study Museveni's 
art of strategic patience, concealment 
and analysis of events and the style of 
Uganda's local dark political actors. ' . 
During all past election campaigns they 
tended to believe that laws and even 
basic common sense are suspended 
just for their exigencies. 

Having crushed Uganda National 
Liberation Army and the Uganda 
People's Congress machinery, as 

well recently dismantling Forum 
for Democratic Change, it is truly 
foolish for any actor in Ugaqda to 
underestimate Museveni and the group 
that he leads. . 

For being careless and reckleSs, 
both in words and actions, which 
his sidekicks do not want to openly 
admit, Besigye, today finds himself 
in an unpalatable political and legal -
dilemma.Politicallyvanquished,at68 
and dumped, it is unlikely that Besigye . 
can recover the lost electoral ground he 
enjoyed for 15 years since 1999 when 
he first kicked-up a major political 
storm within the NRM. 

Kyagulanyi, now in hiding, or on the 
run, from his own election missteps, 
unhelpful braggadocios, intimidation, 
threats to cause violence and public 
harm to overturn electoral results, 
has now met his rendezvous with an 
absurd destiny. Having suffered an 
embarrassing defeat where he, and his 
political outfit, NUP collapsed from the 
2021 highs of 57 MPs, to only 48, in a 

parliament of 499, they appear to be 
miffed. 

Listening to Nambooze, a former 
market vendor of ripe sweet banana£-, 
now on account of Museveni and 
NRM, making two decades as an MP 
and vocal household name on local 
media terrain, urging NUP supporters 
to assault police officers and sow 
violence, you have to admit that some 
people bite the hand that feeds them. 

And as her league members, 
Kyagulanyi is in self-confessed 'hiding' 
and Kivumbi faces terrorism charges, 
Nambooze's silence, so far, rs truly 
overwhelming for her character, more 
like a dead horse. Probably feeling 
shaken that her untamed tongue, 
urging NUP supporters to disarm 
police and soldiers was well-monitored, 
and that only time may determine her 
fate. 

As cowardly political malcontents, 
one wonders whose sons and 
daughters, they were mobilising to 
go and wage street violence, arson 
and perhaps death on the innocent 
public. Too much noise they made, as 
NUP became the convalescent home 
for sordid politics and they could not 
remind each other that they were not 
the gods and are now in full flight from 
their own shadows. 

In order for Uganda not to slide 
backwards to the political chaos of 
1960s and early 1980s, indisciplined 
civilian politicians who threaten or 
occasion violence under different 
guises, falsely believing that they are 
untouchable need to be handled firmly. 
The firmness with which rogue security 
forces were handled, must be done to 
rogue civilian politi.cians to bring sense. 


