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The partnership will 
·focus on equipping 
journalists with modern 
competencies, includi"ng 
digitaljournaltsm and 
artificial intelligence. 

BY SYLVIA KATUSHABE 

T
he Nation Media Group-Uganda 
(NMG-U) and the Aga Khan Uni­
versity Graduate School pf Me­
dia and Communications have 

signed a memorandum of understand- • 
ing (MoU) aimed at strengtlienirig me­
dia innovation and enhancing journal-
ists'skills. ~' . . . 

The MoU was signed during aceremo- I 

ny held at Aga Khan University in Kam-. 
pala on February 7. 

Speaking at the event, the Managing 
Director of NMG-U, Ms Susan Nsibir­
wa, said the partnership will focus on 

. equipping journalists with modern 
competencies, including digital jour­
nalism, artificial intelligence, machine 
learning and media leadership. . 

She s~d the collaboration is part of 
NMG's broader strategy to pursue part­
nerships that support growth and in­
novation in a rapidly evolving media 
landscape. . 

Justification 
'"It's ~ very important MoU for us. Two 

years ago, we agreed that we were go­
ing to look for strategic partnerships 
that were going to enable us to grow, 
and to grow in different areas. So obvi­
ously, this one allows us to collaborate' 
with Aga Khan University to up-skill 
our journalists,"Ms Nsibirwa said. 

"And not just up-skilling, but in those 
specific areas because there's been a 
lot of change in the way media is con­
sumed, and therefore, in the way con­
tent has to be produced,"she ap.ded. 

She noted that shifts in audience be­
tia"'\riour and content consumption 
ha\fe fundamentally changed how 
news is pi&duced and delivered, mak­
ing advanced and targeted training es­
sential for journalists. 

According to Ms Nsibirwa, the part-

. . 

NMG-U~ Aga Khan University 
partner to boost media skills 

, 

'

Collaboration. 
Two years ago, we 
agreed that we were 

going to look for strate­
gic partnerships that 

were going to enable us to grow, 
and to grow in different areas. So 
obviously, this one allows us to col-

, laborate with Aga Khan University 
: to up-skill our journalists. And not 
:.Just up-skilling, but in thpse spe-

Left to Right: NMG-U Managing Editor Allan Chekwech; NMG-U 'Managing Director Susan Nsibirwa; Dean of Aga Khan 
University Graduate School of Media and Communications, Prof Nancy Booker; and Associate Dean of Aga Khan 
University Graduate School of Media and Communications, Prof George Nyabuga at the signing of the MoU in Kampala 
on Saturday. PHOTO/ISAAC KASAMANI 

nership will provide both short-term 
and long-term training opportunities, 
including diploma, degree and master's 
programmes, to support deeper profes­
sional development. 

"Because our journalists are al­
ready working, it's practical, it's practi­
cal-based training. Some of them are 
short courses, some of them are long 
courses," she said. Ms-Nsibirwa add-

ed that Aga Khap University students 
will also benefit from the partnership 
through access to NMG platforms for 
hands-on training. 

"The university students can also 
come and also do practical experience 
at Nation Media Group-Uganda and 
use our facilities and our studios as 
well,"she said. 

The Dean of the Aga Khan University 

Graduate School of Media and Commu- ; 
nications,ProfNancy Booker, described : 
the partnership as both historic and : 
timely: • 

She said the opening of the universi- : 
ty's campus in Uganda last September ; 
has increased the need for strong col- : 
lab orations with industry players to : 
support practice-based learning. . 
. "Our philosophy is practice-led educa-

cific areas because there's been 
a lot of change in the way media is 
consumed, and therefore, in the 
way content has to be produced," 
Susan Nslblrwa, Managing 01· 
rector ofNMG Uganda 

tion. This partnership will give our stu­
dents the opportunity to interact with 
newsroom professionals and gain prac­
tical, real-world experienc~"ProfBook­
ersaid. 

She added that the MoU comes at a 
critical moment for the media industry, 
which is undergoing rapirrteclmologi­
cal transformation and facin-g-chang­
ing business models. 

Opportunity 
"This is an opportunity to collabo­

rate, ask critical questions, develop case 
studies, share resources and strength­
en skills across the two institutions,"she 
said. 

Prof Booker expressed optimism that 
the agreement would translate into 
immediate joint activities, including 
shared access to tools, collaborative 
learning programmes andjoint initia­
tives aimed at strengthening journal­
ism practice and media leadership. 

Also present at the signing ceremo­
ny were the Associate Dean of the Aga 
Khan University Graduate School of 
Media and Communications, Prof 
George Nyabuga,and the Managing Ed­
itor ofNMG-U,Mr Allan Chekwech. 
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Joy as Aga Khan University 
holds first graduation . 
at Kampala campus· 
BY SYLIVIA KATUSHABE 

KAMPALA. The Aga Khan University 
(AKU) in Nakawa, Kampala, was abuzz 
with excitement and pride on Saturday 
as graduates and their families gath­
ered for a historic milestone. 

The institution held its first-ever con­
vocation at the Kampala campus, 
months ·after its official inauguration 
in September 2025 by His Highness the 
Aga Khan V and President Museveni. 

A total of 108 graduates were award­
ed qualifications in disciplines includ­
ing Nursing and Midwifery, Education, 
Media and Communication, among 
others. 

- Presiding Elver thecere:mony was Fein­
cess Zahra Aga Khan, who was recently 

install@dasAKUPro-ChancelloronJan­
uary 17,2026. 

Among the graduates was Mr Gilbert 
Biryahwaho, a visually impaired teach­
er from Kabale District and the only vis­
ually impaired student in the class of 
2025.Despite lOsing his sight,Mr Biryah­
waho completed a Master of Education 
Degree, ajourney marlced by resilience, 
determination, and unwavering hope. 

"I'm very excited about this achieve­
ment. I look at it as my stepping stone 
for my future dreams, because I dream 

. bigger than this. I went to school in­
spired by delayed opportunities for pro-
motions,"Mr Biryahwaho said. 
Mr Biryahwaho teaches at Hornby 

Primary School in Kabale, a school for 
learners with special needs. Helost-his 
sight at age 28 following a road accident 

Aga Khan University (AKU) Pro-Chancellor, Princess Zahra (left) poses with 
the Nation Media Group-Uganda Head of Content Hubs and AKU graduate, 
Mr Julian Mwine (centre), and AKU Vice Chancellor Dr Sulaiman Shahabuddin 
in Kampala on Saturday. PHOTO/ ISAAC KASAMANI 

in 2010, while pursuing a diploma in 
Education. 

After recovery, he rebuilt his life with 
a diploma in Special Needs Educa­
tion and later a bachelor's degree from 
Kyambogo University: Determined to 
grow professionally, he secured a schol­
arship from the Ministry of Education 

. and Sports:to pursue a master's degree 
, atAKU. 

In his virtual address, His Highness 
the Aga Khan V, the Chancellor of AKU, 
urged graduates to use their knowledge 
and skills to transform communities. . 

"Education amplifies impact,our own 
and that of our partners, by making our 
efforts acrossJ1ealth, education, social 
development,livelihood enhancement, 
and cultural preservation. more .effec­
tive,efficient,and sustainable,".he said. 

"Through those we educate and 
through the knowledge we generate, 
we seek to help communities overcome 
persistent challenges and build more 
pluralistic, safe and productive socie­
ties," he added. 

Dr Sulaiman Shahabuddin, the Vice 
Chancellor of AKU, said the claSs Of2025 
is prepared to address Uganda's press­
ing challenges with integrity and pro­
fessionalism. 
"l am optimistic because of you. But al-

so because of the vision that AKU em­
bodies and the progress it has made to- • 
ward realising that vision. Today, the 
Aga Khan University is stronger and 
more capable than ever,"Dr Shahabud­
din said. 

He added that the Kampala campus 
is designed to produce professionals .... 
equipped to respond to Uganda's chal­
lenges in health, education, and media, 
with plans underway to expand pro­
grammes and open the Aga Khan Uni­
versity Hospital by 2028. 

Mr Julian Mwine, the head of the Cou­
tent Hubs at NMG Uganda, who com­
pleted his Master's in Media Leadership 
and Innovation, said the qualification 
is relevant in today's rapidly changing 
media landscape. . J ..J. J 
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