Plan adequately, govt advises
stakeholdrs as first term opens
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¢ strike was later suspended following
¢ talks with the Speaker of Parliament,
. Ms Anita Annet Among,who tasked the
. parliamentary committees on Educa-

: tion, Public Service, and Local Govern-
: ment toreview the matter.

Mr Baguma said the committees had
. been slowed down by election season,
* but are expected to resume work now

- that political campaigns have ended.

“Although the school calendar was af-

fected by the political season, the num-

‘ . ber of days learners will spend at school
% .. remains the same and must be utilised

. well”hesaid.

The Ministry of Education and Sports

last month postponed the opening of
¢ the first term from February 2 to Febru-

: ary 10, citing security concerns during

. the 2026 General Election, which ran
- from mid-January to early February

Meanwhile, school proprietors and

patents have raised concerns about fi-

x . nancial hardships. Mr Thadeus Musoke

A parent takes her child back to school yesterday as first term of 2026 opens. PHOTO/IBRAHIM KAVUMA
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KAMPALA: The government has
urged school administrators and
teachers to plan adequately and
ensure teaching begins on time as
schools reopen for the first term,
warning against missed lessons and
poor preparation.

The Permanent Secretary in the
Ministry of Education and Sports,
Dr Kedrace Turyagyenda, said teach-
ing and learning must officially com-
mence tomorrow, and proceed as
planned to enable learners cover the
curriclum

“Schools and teachers must pre-
pare themselves in time so that :

learners can study at the right pace
and understand what is being
taught. Teaching must start on Feb-
ruary 10,”Dr Turyagyenda said in an
interview on Sunday.

She stressed that no lessons should
be missed, noting that timely teach-
ing is essential for achieving the ob-
Jjectives of the curriculum.

Dr Turyagyenda also challenged
parents to play a more active role in
their children’s education beyond
paying school fees, including provid-
ing basic needs, packing lunch for
day scholars, and offering guidance
. s

counselling,

“We knowy that all children can
achieve their full potential if they
work hard and when every stake-
~ holder plays their part,”she said.
During the release of the 2026

school calendar, Dr Turyagyenda :
emphasised that teaching and learn-
ing must start promptly at the begin- :
ning of each term and warned that :
schools should not shorten the term
without prior written permission :

from her office.

- She reiterated that school hours re- :
main from 8am to 4.30pm for pri- :
mary and post-primary schools,and :
from 8am to noon for pre-primary

schools.

Teachers have also been urged to
report on time. The Secretary Gener- :
3l of the Uganda National Teachers” -
Union (Unatu), Mr Filbert B;iguma, :

;g -

encouraged teachers to resume work
as scheduled, saying their welfare con- :
cerns are still being pursued through :

Parliament.

“We encourage teachers to go and re-
port as leadership continues to follow

guma said.

. More than 100,000 Unatu members :
. went on strike at the start of the third
term last year over salary disparities :
between arts and science teachers. The

i Nagenda, a city businessman and di-
¢ rector of Mpooma Schools, said many
. parents are struggling financially and
- urged schools to introduce flexible pay-
: mentplans.

“Some parents were heavily involved

: in politics and lost, while others were
: affected by city floods that destroyed
: their businesses. Schools should al-
. low payment in instalments so that no
i childisleft out,”Mr Nagenda said.

He also cautioned learners to ob-

: serve school regulations and avoid car-
¢ rying prohibited items such as mobile
¢ phones,alcohol,and drugs.

up on the issue of their welfare,”Mr Ba-
i : Buganda Road Primary School in Kam-

Mr Moses Kewaza, the headteacher of

pala, said the long holiday period had
been marked by events that negatively
affected some learners and parents, in-
cluding the elections.
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