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The n(tXt.tiicket Cranes 
coach will have to possess 
the ability of availability 
as much as any other 
technical qualifications. 

According to chairman 
of the Uganda Cricket 
Association (UCA) Jackson 

*~ Kavuma, long-term 
presence with the team 

r will be a key factor in 
determining who is handed 

.the reIns as the next . 
Cri~ket Cranes coach. 

~ "The most important 
thing we are looking for 
is a coach who is going 
to be available with th~ 
team from January to 
December," said Kavuma. 
"We want to avoid hiring 
someone who is like a 
consultant, someone who 
comes in ilPd works for 
two montItS, then goes 
away, then re~ 

~ "That is not the level of 
professionalism we expect 
from a full-time coach, 
given that we are aspiring 
to create a professional 
setup. Ideally, we are 
looking for someone.to 
continue with the same 
professionalism of the 
previous coaches but also 
be available throughout the 
yeaL" 

T-
UCA is currently 

receiving applications 
for the head coaching 
role, with the window 
of submission open 
for another II days. 
Kavuma disclosed that 
the recruitment process 
is being "handled by the 
high-performance team 
and the secretariat", at the 
end of which UCA hopes 
to unveil the man who will 
spearhead the country's 
daunting quest for om 
status. 

r 
"It will not be easy to -

obtain om status, but it is 
achievable," said Kavuma 

That;" in part, will take 
a noticeable uptick in 
the application of the 

-=-- Cranes, particularly a huge 
upgrade in batting. 

As Kavuma put it, "What 
we need is to be good at 
every aspect of the game". 
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Dubai Marathon results 
1. J. Cheptegei (UGA) 59:26 

2. N. Kipkorir (KEN) 59:28 
3. A. Simbu (TZ) 59:30 

egendary 10,000m Olympian, 
Joshua Cheptegei signalled 
that his much-anticipated 
marathon journey is heading 
in the right direction after tak­
ing a commanding victory at 
the Burj2Burj Half Marathon 

in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, on 
Sunday. 

Cheptegei crossed the finish line in 
59;26 minutes, edging out Kenya's 
Nicholas Kipkorir, who clocked 
59:28. Tanzania's Alphonce Simbu, 
the 2025 World Marathon Cham­
pion closely followed in third place 
59:30. 

The tight race underlined the qual­
ity of the field and the significance of 
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ganda is witnessing rapid 
growth in different sectors and 
the sports industry highlights 
it all. 

With facilities like Namboole, 
Kadiba, Hoima and Akii Bua 
stadiums put up for disciplines 

including football, basketball, netball and 
athletics, some disciplines like skating 
have been left out. 

However, Climate Skaters Kiteezi (CSK), 
Uganda Skateboarding Community in 
partnership with Make Life Skate Life 
(MLSL) have come up to bridge this gap 
for the skating fraternity. 

The three entities have constructed a 
Skate Park worth $130,000 (sh46 1m) 
that fits the inteI1}ational standards in 
Kiteezi, Wakiso. 

This the second international standard 
facility in the country after one was 
constructed last year in Gulu. The 
facilities will be instrumental in the 
identification and nUrlQring of the skaters 
according, to (CSK) direGtor Cynthia 
Kemigisha. "This facility will help us 
nurture talent as we focus on qualifying 
for the 2028 Los Angeles Olympic 
Games," Kemigisha said during the 
launch of the facility which was graced by 
State Minister .-Of Sports, Peter Ogwang 
on Saturday. 

"With this facility in place, we are 
now able to host international events," 
Kemigisha added. 

Cheptegei's victory. 
The triumph marked an important 

opening chapter for Cheptegei's 
2026 season. For an athlete transi­
tioning from the track to the road, 
such a strong start sends a clear 
message: the Olympic and world 
champion is steadily adapting to the 
demands of long road running. 

Half marathons have become a 
crucial part of Cheptegei's prepa­
ration as he gradually shifts focus 
to full marathon racing. Widely 
'regarded as one of the greatest 
5,000m and 10,000m runners of 
all time, Cheptegei, the reigning 
10,00m Olympic Games champion 
and three-time World champion in 
the distance is now embracing the 
endurance required on the road -
qualities that are tested race by race. 

Long distance coach Benjamin Njia 
believes the signs are encouraging. 

"Cheptegei is following the right 
process towards the marathon," Njia 
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said. 
"Last time he was in India for a 

25km race, and I am hopeful that by 
April he will 'be fully fit and ready for 
the London Marathon." 

The Dubai half marathon feat sug­
gests his training is progressing in 
the right course, providing both con­
fidence and valuable race sharpness 
ahead of one of the world's most 
competitive marathon events. 

Cheptegei's marathon journey has 
not been without challenges. He 
made his debut over the distance in 
Valencia in 2023, a learning experi­
ence that exposed the fine margins 
between track success and mara­
thon mastery. However, progress 
followed. 

In 2025, he recorded a personal -
best of 2 :05 :25 after finishing fifth 
at the Amsterdam Marathon, a per­
formance that hinted at his growing 
comfort over the gruelling 42km .. ~ 
contest. 
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