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Farmers urge the gov­
ernment and stakehold­
ers to intervene. 

BYSTEVENWANDERA 

F
armers in Masindi District are 
battling a severe invasion of stri­
ga weed, a parasitic plant that has 
drastically reduced crop yields and 

now threatens food security and house­
hold incom~ Ci\IDss the district. 

Striga, commonly known as witch­
weed, attacks cereal crops such as 
maize, rice, sorghum, and sugl.lITane 
by attaching itse1fto plant roots and si­
phoning nutrients, leading to stunted 
growth and poor harvests. Fanners say 
production has collapsed despite heavy 
investnientinl'ertilisers,herbicides,and 
labour. . 

Mr Kanaginagi Ateenyi Rutindo, a 
maize and sugarcane farmer from Bok­
we Village, said the weed has invaded 
and deStroyed his crops. 
~ used to harvest 10 bags of maize 

. from one acre, but since the invasion of 
striga, yields have dropped to as low as 
two bags, even after applying fertilisers 
andfollowingrecommended agronom­
ic pra~ces,"Mr Kanaginagi said. 

He added that farmers are incurring 
heavy losses after investing in inputs, 
only to harvest very little. 

"Today, agriculture requires a lot of 
money. You invest in fertilisers and her­
bicides, but because of striga, you end 
up g~tting nothing. This is pushing 
farmers into losses, poverty, and hun­
.ger,"Mr Kanaginagi said. 

He added that attempts to control the 
weed using non-selective herbicides 
have failed, descnbing striga as highly 
resistant. 

"We call upon scientists to research 
. and come up with effective herbicides 
that can kill striga. Otherwise, we may 
be forced to abandon agriculture al­
together, 'X-hich will result in hunger 
and extreme poverty," Mr Kanaginagi 
warned. -to- J' 

Similar frustrations were echoed by 
Mr Simon Omara, a resident ofKasenyi 
Village, whose maize crop was wiped 
out last season. , 

"I cultivated two acres of maize ex­
pecting about 30 bags, but 1 only har-

Farmers count losses as . striga 
weed invades Masindi gardens 

!o 
A woman in a maize garden. Scientists say the parasitic plant known as striga, 
or witchweed, is a challenging weed to crops like maize, millet and sorghum. 

vested 10 because of striga.1 tried spray­
ing different chemicals, but all was in 
vain,"'Mr Omara said. 

He appealed to the Ministry of Agricul-

ture to intervene by providing effective 
chemlcals and technical support. 

Sugarcane farmers have also not been 
spared.Mr John Tusiime from Pakanyi 

ABOUT STRIGA A D 
CONTROL EASURES 

Masindi District Agricultural 
Officer Job Byaruhanga said 
striga remains a ml\ior challenge, 
particularly for maize farmers. 
"Maize productivity has'greatly 
'reduced, and some farm~rs have 
abandoned maize farming and 
shifted to other crops: 

He warned that failure to control 
the weed could lead to food 
shortages and rising poverty. 
"Masindi has been a food basket 
for the region. If this problem is not 
addressed, hunger and poverty will 
worsen; Mr Byaruhanga warned. 
He said the district is implementing 
interventions such as farmer 
sensitisation and field monitoring, 
urging fanners to regularly inspect 
their fields and uproot the weed 
before flowering. 

Mr Byaruhanga further, 
explained that once the striga 
matures, control becomes difficult 

Sub-County said: "I planted two hec­
tares of sugarcane expecting good re­
turns, but my cane is now stunted be­
cause of striga. 1 feel hopeless and ap­
peal to the government to help us ad­
dress this problem." 

Mr Tadeo Wabyona, the manager of 
Gukwatamanzi Farmers' Cooperative 
Society Ltd, said striga seeds can survive 
in the soil formanyyears,making eradi­
cation extremely difficult. 

"The weed affects cereals such as 
maize, rice, sorghum, and sugarcane 
and has 'negatively impacted many 
farmers in the district,"he said. 

He said the cooperative group is train­
ing farmers to uproot and burn the 
weed before it flowers to prevent seed 
spread. 

Mr Francis Byamukama, the cooper-

A farmer inspects his maize garden 
with striga weed (with purple 
flowers) in Masindi District. PHOTO/ 
STEVEN WANDERA 

because its seeds are tiny and 
easily spread through animals, 
farm tools, and the movement of 
seedlings between gardens. 
He also revealed that the Ministry 

of Agriculture is conducting 
research and crop breeding to 
develop varieties resistant to 
parasitic weeds such as striga 

ative's programmes manager, advised 
farmers to reduce cereal production in 
affected areas and adopt crop rotation. 

"We encourage farmers to rotate with 
oilseed crops such as soybeans and sun­
flowers, which are less affected by stri­
ga and help reduce its multiplication," 
he said. 

He also called on the government to 
deploy more agricultural extension 
workers to educate farmers on pest and 
weed control 

Ms Sheila Kyomuhendo, a field officer 
at Plant Village Uganda, emphasised 
early planting as a key control measure, 

"When farmers plant early, crops grow 
stronger before striga germinates, Late ' 
planting makes crops more vulnerable. 
Early planting is critical in fighting this 
weed,"shesaid. 
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BY GOFREYMASIKO 

IGANGA. The State Minister for Higher 
Education, Dr John Chrysostom Muyin­
go,has said he is unaware of any formal 
government decision to rename Busoga 
University, describing the proposal as an 
idea still under review by a task force. 

Speaking to Daily Monitor last week, 
Dr Muyingo said discussions about re­
naming the university were news to 
him, adding that the matter has not yet 
reached ministerial level. 

"As people discuss, many ideas come 
on board. We have a whole council com­
munity taskforce working on several 
policY issues,and they have not yet con­
cluded,"Dr Muyingo said. 
' ''When the ~k force is ready, they will 

invite the National, Council for Higher 
Education (NCllE) to advise the min­
ister. But at the moment, the issue of 
changing the name has not reached 
me;'he said. 

He added that during the last briefing 
he received from the task force, the issue 
of renaming the university was never 
discussed. 

However,Mr Ezra Gabula, the 19anga 
District chairperson and an alumnus of 
Busoga University, said attempts to re-

Govt 1,lIlaware ofBusoga varsity renaming-Minister Muyingo 
name the institution lack a legal basis. 

"The President directed a takeover of 
Busoga University; he did not say the 
government should create a new uni­
versity,"MrGabula$<rid. 

is unusual for a public university," Mr 
Kayemba said. 

He added, however, that several stake­
holders believe the name Busoga Uni­
versity represents the cultural and re­
gional identity of Busoga, and should, 

Reasons for renaming university therefore, be retained. 
Meallwhile,Mr Patrick Kayem- While acknowledging the min- . 

ba,aformermemberofthe ~ ............. istry officials' concerns, Mr 
Busoga University tran- Kayemba criticised the tim-
sition committee, said ingoftheproposal. 
some officials from the "Why didn't the issue of 
Education ministry the name come up at the 
had suggested renam- beginning? Now itfeels like 
ing the university to · a delaying tactic. What mat-
avoi~ inheriting a 'bad ters most is wh~n the uni-
image' associated with it$ -versity starts,"he said. 
past challenges. 

AccordingtoMrKayemba,the Students, alumni reject pro-
officials argued that a public university posaI 
should have a name that reflects skills Students, alumni, parents, and other 
development and a fresh start,especial- stakeholders have openly opposed the 
ly given Busoga University's transition proposed renaming, warning that it 
into a public institution. threatens the university's identity and 

"The thinking is that Busoga Universi- could negatively affect graduates' aca­
ty is unique as it already has branches demic records. 
inKamuli,Jinja, and elsewhere, which The proposed names, Busoga Urn-

versity Public (BUP) and Busoga Public 
University (BUPU), were discussed at a 
meeting on January 3, 2026,in Kampa­
laCity. 

Protesters argue that the rebranding 
was introduced without adequate con­
sultation and undermines the histori­

, cal, academic, and legal significance of 
the name Busoga University. 

They said the university's name was 
adopted after extensive consultations 
involving prominent Busoga leaders 
and elders, including the late Kyabazin­
ga ofBusoga,Henry Waako Mulooki,for­
mer Chief Justice Waako Wambuzi,For­
mer Bishop of Busoga Cyprian Bam­
woze, Mohammed Kisambira Lubega, 
and Ms Rebecca Kadaga, currently the 
Kamuli Woman MP, the First Deputy 
Prime Minister and East African Com­
muirity Affairs minister. 

They also cited two presidential letters 
issued in 2018, which guided the trans­
formation ofBusoga and Bunyoro uni­
versities into public institutions. The 
protesters argue that the directives fo­
cused on governance reforms. 

Background , 
Busoga University was closed in 2017 

by the National Council for Higher Ed­
ucation (NCHE) over serious irregulari­
ties,includinghiringun~edstaff, 
offering unaccredited programmes, 
and fraudulently awarding degrees to 
more than 1,000 students. 
In 2018, President Museveni direct- • 

ed the Minister of Education, Ms Janet 
Museveni, to fucilitate the government 
takeover of the Mountains of the Moon 
and Busoga universities. 

The government then established a 
committee headed by Mr Muyingo to .... 
spearhead the processes of taking over 
Busoga University as a public institu­
tion. 

The government also appointed a 
six-member task force, chaired by envi­
ronmentalist Prof John Tabuti, to initi­
ate the transition ofBusoga Univers{ty 
into a public institution. 

Busoga University, affiliated to Busoga 
Diocese under the Church of Uganda, 
wasfoundedin 1999 withitsmain cam­
pus located inlganga Town. 


