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National News 

Govt schools 
hithard·as 
firstdayof 

- -. ~ - . - - --- -

terDl sees low 
. -

attendance 
Some public primary schools reported zero attendance on 

. day one. 

BYMONITOR~AM : few. Lessons will start in thecoming 
, I ~ . : days,Dshesaid. 

M
any schools across the : In Masaka City, the situation 
country reported fewer ~ wasn't any different, but Mr Ste­
learners showing up on : phenKakeeto,theeducationofficeI; 
the first day of the new ac- : saidthelowturnoutwasmoreprev­

ademicterm that opened yesterday. : alent in public schools compared to 
A coillltrywidesurvey by this pub- : private ones. . 

lication revealed some public pri- : "Some parents have a tendency 
mary schools reported zero attend- : to discourage their children from 
ance on day one. : reporting on day one, so as to help 

It'was not immediately clear : them with some domestic chores, 
whethertheno-showwasaresultof : including digging, fetching water, 
school fees or factors such as rain as cooking, and cleaning the house,D 
witnessed on Monday morning in he said. 
some parts of the cOilll~including AtBwaala Primary School, the out­
Masaka,IWotera,Lwengo,andRakai • going head teacher, Mr Sulaiman 
districts. : Baingana, attributed the low turn-

At Kamengo-Nsonso Primary : out to failure by some parents to 
School, Rakai District, class.es re- : raise school fees and other require­
maine~ empty as the learners : ments, while others did :q.ot clear 
stayed away. : fees for last year. 

A female teacher, who preferred : The Kabale District Education Of­
anonymi~said even the few pupils : ficeJ; Mr Moses Bwengye, attributed 
who reported yesterday returned : the low attendance to soine parents' 
home at around l am. "We could not : mentality of thinking that-there is 
keep them here when they were ~ no teaching during the first week of 

: a new term. He warned the teachers 
: against absenteeism. 

Monitor Publications endeavours to get 
everything it publishes correct. When 
mistakes. are made, we want to know, 
and a correction will be published as 
soon as possible. Please notny us of any 
ne~ded oorrection at correc:tIona@ 
ug.natIonmecIIa or by writing 

: Attendance remained worrying­
: ly low in several primary schools 
: across the island district ofKalanga­
~ la, with the head teachers blaming 
: poverty and growing belief among 
: the parents that the opening week 
~ of term is not important. 
: At mai:ly rural schools surveyed 
: in the district, the pupils reported 
: SI>eI.ldingtheentire day clearing the 
: buShycompoundsandcleaningthe 
. . classrooms. 

to the Editor, Plot 29-36, 8th Street 
Indust rial Area, Namuwongo, p.o. Box 
12141, Kampala-Uganda, or by calling the 
News Editor at 0312301100. Thank you. 
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At Kibanga Primary School on 
Buggala Island, only 200 out of the 
expected 750 pupils reported for 
classes on thefirst~situation 

: was even worse at Kachangp Prima­
: ry School on Buuvu Island in Bu­
: fumira Sub-coun~wherejust 30 of 
: the 400 pupils turned up. 
: The head teacher of Kibanga Pri­
: mary School, Mr Wilberforce Na­
: manya, said many Parents delayed 
: sending the children due to lack of 
: money for scholastic materials. 
~ "We need to sensitise parents. 
: Many say they do not have money 
~ to buy books and other scholastic 
: materialsevenaftersuchalonghol-

. : iday;" he said. 
: At Kachanga Primaty School, Ms 
: Lydia Nakamya, the deputy head 
Lteachet~laterepOrtingPypuPils 
: has become the norm in the com-
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Children with their suitcases at Old Taxi Park in Kampala yesterday. PHOTOIIBRAHIM KAVUMA 

munity, with parents deliberate­
ly choosing to bring children in the 
second week of the term without 
any soillld reason. 

"We are now brainstorming ways 
of engaging parents so they can 
abandon this habit,"she said . 

However, education stakeholders 
said the challenge goes beyond pu­
pils. Ms Aisha Nantaayi, the Uganda 
National Teachers' Union (Unatu) 
chairperson for Kalangpla District, 
said teacher attendance is also low, 
largely due to frustration Over un­
fulfilled government promises on 
salary enhancement. 

"Some teachers are very disap­
pointed with the government for 
failing to fulfil its promise for salary 
enhancement. Many are now think­
ing of other options, including leav­
ing the cowitry in search of greener 
pastures,Dshe said. . 

Ms Deborah Nampeewo, the head 
teacher of Kibuuka Memorial Pri­
mary School in Mpigi District, said 
one of the classroom blocks was 
damaged by a rainstorm last week 
and,23.5 learners in Primary Three 
and Four remained stranded. Of the 

800 learners who completed Third 
Term, 300 reported yesterday. 

"So, we have not been affected 
by the low numbers, but I am sure 
by next week, we shall have many 
learners, which might force us to 
send some back home to roof the 
damaged block,"he said. 

Most schools in Tororo District re­
corded low attendance. 

At St Jude Annex Primary School, 
a government-aided primary 
school in Malaba only 17 learners 
had reported for studies yet by the 
close of last year, the school had an 
enrolment of789 pupils. 

Ms Robbinah Amoit, a caretak­
er head teacher, blamed the low 
turnout oflearners on parents who 
think that schools do' not begin 
classes in the first week of the term. 
"I am happy that all my teachers 

reported ready to teach, but we are 
only saddened by the low turnout 
of children, with no child in Prima-· 
ry One arid Two"she said. 

She added that they are also going 
to liaise with village cOilllcilleaders 
to move around the \'illages to re­
mind parents to release their chil-

dren.At Rock View School iJ 
Town, the school head tea< 
du Gamoiza, confirmed tl 
500 of the anticipated 2,00 
'had turned up. 

Ms Joyce Khamuka, the te 
BusamagaPrimarySchoo 
said learners' attendance, 
low, forcing the school to de 
ing teaching. She said mo: 
learners who turned up yl 
lacked basic scholastic IT. 

such as books. 
. Low attendance hit Sore 
public schools, with some 
ing less than half their exp« 
rolment. 

Pioneer Primary School : 
City saw a disappointing st 
term with only 103 pupils II 
way below the expected 34; 

Kinchinjaji Primary Sche 
roti City East also struggled, 
ly 159 pupils showing up ell 
expected 500. The admin 
blamed the lowturnout or 
finanOal struggles,saying j 
ly on daily earning; fo-COYI 
oosts. . 
Mr Alfred Enyidu, tl 




