Govt schools
hit hard as
first dav of
term sees low
attendance

Some public primary schools reported zero attendance on
“dayone.

. BYMONITORTEAM

any schools across the
country reported fewer :

learners showing up on
the first day of the new ac-
. ademic term that opened yesterday.

¢ Acountrywidesurvey by this pub-
¢ lication revealed some public pri- :

¢ mary schools reported zero attend-
2 : anceondayone.

. It'was not immediately clear

¢ whethertheno-show was aresult of

. school fees or factors such as rain as

¢ witnessed on Monday morning in

: some parts of the countryincluding :
i Masaka, Kyotera, Lwengo,and Rakai :
¢ districts.

: At Kamengo-Nsonso Primary :
- School, Rakai District, classes re-
¢ ments, while others did not clear
i feesforlast year :
The Kabale District Education Of-

mamed empty as the learners

;. Afemale teacher, who preferred

anonymity;said even the few pupils :
: who reported yesterday returned :

- home at around 1am.“We could not

: keep them here when they were
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: few.Lessons will start in the coming :
: days,’shesaid. :
In Masaka City, the situation :
wasn’t any different, but Mr Ste- :
phen Kakeeto, the education officer, :
said the low turnout was more prev- -
alent in public schools compared to -

private ones.

: “Some parents have atendency
: to discourage their children from :
reporting on day one,soasto help

them with some domestic chores,
including digging, fetching water,
cooking, and cleaning the house,”
hesaid.

AtBwaala Primary School,the out- :
going head teacher, Mr Sulaiman :
¢ Baingana, attributed the low turn-

out to failure by some parents to
raise school fees and other require-

ficer, Mr Moses Bwengye, attributed

: thelow attendance to some parents’ :
: mentality of thinking that thereis :
- no teaching during the first week of :
: anewterm.He warned theteachers :
:  Attendance remained worrying- :
. Iy low in several primary schools :
: across the island district of Kalanga- :
¢ la,with the head teachers blaming
: poverty and growing belief among :
. the parents that the opening week
. oftermisnotimportant.

At many rural schools surveyed

At Kibanga Primary School on

Buggala Island, only 200 out of the
: expected 750 pupils reported for
i classes on thefirstday The situation

was even worse at Kachanga Prima-
ry School on Buuvu Island in Bu-

: fumira Sub-county where just 30 of
¢ The head teacher of Kibanga Pri- : :
. pointed with the government for
: failing to fulfil its promise for salary

mary Schpol,Mr Wilberforce Na-
manya, said many parents delayed

sending the children due tolack of :
: ing of other options,including leav-
ing the country in search of greener !

money for scholastic materials.
“We need to sensitise parents.

Many say they do not have money

to buy books and other scholastic

. materials even after such along hol-
* | iday hesaid.

At Kachanga Primary School, Ms

d Lydia Nakamya, the deputy head
teacher;said late reporting by pupils

¢ has become the norm in the com-

Children with their suitcases at Old Taxi Park in Kampala yesterday. PHOTO/IBRAHIM KAVUMA

munity, with parents deliberate-

¢ ly choosing to bring children in the
- second week of the term without :
. : anysound reason.
¢ in the district, the pupils reported :
¢ spendingtheentireday clearingthe :
e bushycompmmdsandcl&nmgthe
‘classrooms. :

“We are now brainstorming ways

: of engaging parents so they can

abandon this habit,’she said.
However, education stakeholders

: said the challenge goes beyond pu- :
: pils.Ms Aisha Nantaayi, the Uganda
: National Teachers’ Union (Unatu) :
- chairperson for Kalangala District,
: said teacher attendance is also low,
- largely due to frustration over un-
: fulfilled government promises on
- salary enhancement. :
“Some teachers are very disap- :

enhancement. Many are now think-

pastures,’she said.

Ms Deborah Nampeewo, the head
teacher of Kibuuka Memorial Pri-
mary School in Mpigi District, said

one of the classroom blocks was

damaged by a rainstorm last week
and 235 learners in Primary Three

¢ and Four remained stranded.Of the

. 800 learners who completed Third :
¢ Term, 300 reported yesterday.
“So, we have not been affected :
i 500 of the anticipated 2,00

¢ by the low numbers, but I am sure :
. "had turned up.

. by next week, we shall have many :
: learners, which might force us to :
¢ send some back home to roof the :
: damaged block,’he said.
:  Most schools in Tororo District re- :
: corded low attendance. ¢ ing teaching. She said mo:
At St Jude Annex Primary School, :
: a government-aided primary : lacked basic scholastic m
: school in Malaba only 17 learners :
- had reported for studies yet by the :
: close of last year, the school had an
¢ enrolment of 789 pupils. :
Ms Robbinah Amoit, a caretak- :
. er head teacher, blamed the low
: turnout of learners on parents who :
. think that schools do not begin :
: classesin thefirst week of theterm.
“I am happy that all my teachers :
: reported ready to teach,but we are
: only saddened by the low turnout
i of children, with no child in Prima--
| ryOnearid Two”she said.

She added that they are also going :
 to liaise with village council leaders :
: to move around the villages tore- :
: mind parents to release their chil- :

dren. At Rock View School i1

¢ Town, the school head teac
¢ du Gamoiza, confirmed tl

Ms Joyce Khamuka, the te
Busamaga Primary Schoo

: said learners’attendance v

low; forcing the school to de
learners who turned up yi
such as books.

Low attendance hit Sorc
public schools, with some

¢ ingless than half their exp«

rolment.

Pioneer Primary School :
City saw a disappointing st:
term with only 103 pupilsnn

: way below the expected 34,

Kinchinjaji Primary Schc
roti City East alsostruggled

1Y159p11pilsShﬂwmgllPal
blamedthebwturnwtor

1y on daily earnings to cow
Mr Alfred Enyidu, ti



teacher of Kinchinjaji Primary School, .

report to school.

740.

send their children back to school
Karamoja Sub-region, only three learn-

¥ ticipated510.

porting date to February 10.
especially with the ending of the feed-

by the World Food Programme; he said

. warned that pupils are expected to sit
¢ the beginning of term exams today and :
asked the parents to ensure the pupils

. In the Lango Sub-region, the situa- :
¢ tion wasn’t different. At Abela Prima-
ry School, Aleka Sub-county in Oyam
District, more than half of the learners - :
did not show up yesterday. Similarly, at :
Truth Primary School in Lira City West :
Division, Lira City, around 500 learners :
reported, out of the total enrolment of

Mr Tonny Ojok.the é.bela School Man-
agement Committee chairperson,said :
many parents were still shopping for
scholastic materials. “The low turnout :
is expected to affect syllabus completion :
: and overall academic performance.We :
urge parents to prioritise education and :

At Rupa Seed School in Moroto District, :

Some of the puplls who reported yesterday at Nakasero Primary School, Kampala PHOTO/STEPHEN OTAGE

Key concerns.
Some parents have
atendency to discou-
rage their children
from reporting on
day one, so as to help
them with some do-
mestic chores, inclu-
ding digging, fetching
water, cookmg, and cleanmg the
house,”
= Stephen Kakeeto, Masaka City
education officer

looking for scholastic materials.
“Our enrolment is big. We need more

classrooms,an additional three teachers :
: erstay at home for this week”
and we also need funds to renovate the :
- dentsin the boarding sections reported
:  AtKagadi Secondary School, the head :
said the schoofs total enrolment stands :

because we currently have only eight,

staffhouse”Mr Abigaba said.

© at 3,891 learners, but only 1,200 had re-

- ers showed up yesterday out of the an- :

©  Mr Daniel Bazira, the school head

teacher, sdld some students reported on
February 3,but left after learning that :
the government had changed the re- :

“We dom’t know what the future holds, -

ported on the first day.
“Our parents are still stuck with the

mentality that the first day is for clean- :
ing, which is not true because today, we :
have started covering the syllabus,”he :
¢ said:“As a parent, you have to work hard
¢ foryour child to gotoschool because the
ing Bundibugyo Parents, Bundibugyo :
i usein the future. So,whether you break

said
Schools in Bundibugyo District,includ-

: Demonstration primary schools, and

ing programme for secondary schools

Bumadu Seed Secondary School, have
. tostudy”

© witnessed alow turnout of the learners.

At Masaka Primary School in Ntoroko
District, the head teacher, Mr Vincent :

- i Asiimwe,said only 28 of the 572 learners :

- reported
turn up the following day.
that learners would report on February

did not get this information,”Mr Asiim-
we explained.

floods and have not yet returned.

turn home.

the structures remain unsafe.

In Kagadi District, at Kagadi Model Pri-
mary School, which is government-aid-
ed, 498 of the 600 expected learners re-
ported on Tuesday.

The head teacher, Mr Emmanuel Ab-
School children on boda boda with their luggage on Kampala Road yesterday.
The low turnout in most schools was attributed to failure by some parents to
raise school fees and other requu‘ements PHGTO/IBRAHIM KAVUMA - -
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ay.
. He added that only two teachers re- :
ported, while the rest were expected to

Mr John Byamukama, the district edu-
¢ inspector of schools for Mayuge District,
out of learners at the beginning of every
: term is one of the weaknesses affecting
the education standards of the district. | pared tothe previousyears.
He, however, attributed this to the par- :

© ing the election period gave parents ad-

cation officer, said the issue of low turn-

. entsnegligence. .

“Most families do not have radios.In- :
itially, we indicated on the report cards :

“It is unfortunate that some parents :
fail to prepare their children for school :
- and school fees for their children.

. on time. Today [Tuesday], we have wit-

2,but when the ministry changed the :
date, many of the learners and parents :
: ents to ensure they send their children

nessed only a few learners in all the °
. ficer, Mr Paul Balinaine, said: “Reports

schools we visited. We call upon par-

. toschool,’hesaid.

Headded that some parents relocated
with their children in December dueto

ernment-aided schools in Kabale, Ruki-

: ga,and Rubanda districts, but the situa-

Mr Asiimwe said he expects enrolment
to rise once floodwaters in some villag- :
s subside, allowing the families to re-

Healsorevealed that the schoolhasde- -
cided to return to its old premises after
ayear of displacement by flooding from
the River Semuliki. But he warned that »
: mary School, Mr Everest Kanyonza, the :
. head teacher, said the situation was rel- :
: atively better, with 296 of the 900 pupils
¢ Alex Ashaba, Byomugabi Segujja,

tion was worse at Bugandura Primary
School in Rubanda District, with only 23 :

ofthe 241 pupils showing up yesterday,

Mr Willy Friday the head teacher,said -

five of the eight teachers reported.

At Karengyere Primary School in Mu-
ko Sub-County, only 77 of the expected :
. Fred Wambede, Hanifah Nanyanzi,

638 learners reported. At Mushanje Pri-

- reporting onday one.

In many schools visited in the West

Nile Sub-region, the attendance was rel-

igaba,said the turnout was encouraging, :
¢ although some of the learners were still : :
‘s absenb because their-parents-were still = cially where school: admlmstrators are :

T
i
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demanding school fees on arrival.
A parent in Arua City, Ms Josephine

¢ Abio,said: “This time the school admin-
: istrators were not hard because they al-
¢ lowed us to send children back to school
: even without fees.I think they under-
i stood the financial difficulties we are
: facing. It is good to give some time for
: parents topayfees”

She said the financial difficulties may

. forcesome parents to secure loans to pay
. school fees and requirements,which she
saidis not good.

Another parent in Nebbi District, Mr

. Lesly Opira, said:“T will not rush to send
¢ the children to school because I zen’t

got the school fees and they would rath-
For the secondary schools, most stu-
at the weekend. The head teacher of St

Joseph’s College,Ombaci, Mr Charles On-
doga,said:“Our set standard is at least 50

- “percent payment at the beginning. But
: where parents are unable to meet that,
. wedo case by case as they come tous to

discuss”

Ms Miriam Aheebwa, a parent at Busy
Bee Junior School in Bushenyi District,
child who is not educated won’t be of
a savings box, but at least your child has

However, Mr Nathan Wabwire, the

said thiere was an improved attendance
among both pupils and teachers com-

Hesaid the extended stay at home dur-

equate time to prepare basic necessities
such as scholastic materials, uniforms,

Meanwhile, Jinja City Education Of

from inspections indicate a rise of more

. than 50 percent of learners in class. This
Attendance was also low in the gov-
been seeing previously”

is a good number, which we have not

He attributed the improved attend-
ance to the extension of the commence-
ment of the first term.

Seerelated storyonpage6

Compiled by Al -Mahdi Ssenkabirwa,
Felix Warom Okello, Clement Aluma,

Brian a Kesiime, Joseph Omollo, Abu-
baker Kirunda, Denis Edema, Sam Ca-
leb Opio, Suzan Nanjala, Bill Oketch,

Longino Muhindo, Felix Ainebyoona,

° Rajab Mukombozi, Cosline Nakahiira,
atively good, while others have planned :
to report by the end of the week, espe- :

Jovita Kyarisima, Hillary Twinamat-
siko, Julius Byamukama, Robert
Muhereza &Emmanuel Aringitwe.
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