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Masaka priest gets bail Condom use key in 
HIV fight - WHO 

Rev Fr Deusdedit 
Ssekabira Fr Ssekabi­
ra faces charges of 
money laundering . 
after he and others 
allegedly disguised 
the true ownership bf 
$hs500m at a bank. 

- .. 
BY MALIK FAHAD JJINGO 

There was relief among sup­
porters yesterday after the 
Masaka High Court granted 

- - bail to a Catholic priest who 
- has been in detention over allega-

tions of money laundering. 
_Justice~ctoria Nakintu Katamba 

released Rev Fr Deusdedit Ssekabi­
ra,47, on bail after overruling objec­
tions raised by the prosecution chal­
lenging the court's jurisdiction and 
the suitability of the sureties pre­
sented. 
Pi Ssekabira is faces charges of 

money "laundering, with prQsecu-. 
tors alleging that between 2023 and 
-2025,'lle and others still at large con­
cealed or di.sg!.rised the true owner­
ship ofShs500 million at Centenary 
Bank, Masaka Branch, khowing or 
suspecting the money to be pro­
ceeds of crime. 

Appearing before the court, the 
Assistant Director of Public Pros­
ecutions for Masaka, Mr Brian Ka­
linaki, argued that the case had not 
followed the proper procedure to 
reach the High Court and that in­
vestigations were still ongoing due 
to the complexity of the offehce_ 

Mr Kalinaki told the court that the 
State required more time to gath­
er evidence, including information 
from abroad, and objected to the 
bail application on grounds that the 
court lacked jurisdiction and that 
the sureties presented were not sub­
stantial. 
-However;defence lawyers led by 
Mr Sam Ssekyewa and Mr Alexan­
der true dismissed the'objections, 
insisting that the High Court is the 
only legally mandated forum to 
handle bail applications in such 

Rev Fr geusdedit Ssekabira in the dock at Masaka High Court on Januarj 28, 2026. PHOTO/FILE 

DETAILS 

Rev. Fr Deusdedit Ssekabira, 
a priest attached to Bumangi 
Catholic Parish in Masaka 
Diocese, was abducted 
on December 3, 2025, by 
armed men from his office 
in Katwe, a Masaka City· 
suburb. He was released on 
a cash bail ofShs15m and 
executed a non-cash bond of 
Shs50m. 

matters. 
In her ruling, Justice Nakintu held 

that the High Court had jurisdic­
tion to hear the bail application and 
found·the three sureties presented 
to be substantial. 
The priest was ordered to pay" 

Shs15m cash bail and execute a 
non-cash bond of Shs50m. EaCh of 
the three sureties was bonded at -
Shs50m non-cash. 

The sureties include Masaka Di­
ocesan Chancellor, Rev Fr Charles 
Jude Juuko, Fr Ssekabira's brother 

Mr Andrew Matovu, and Kalungu which provides counselling and 
west Member of Parliament Joseph . charitable support to HIV-affected 
Gonzaga SsewtlIlpJd.. children, and director of Uplift Pri-

Court further directed Fr Sseka- mary School, both based in Masaka. 
bira to report to the registrar of the On December 14, the Uganda Peo-
High Court on every February 28 pIe's Defence Forces (UPDF) con-
and to deposit his passport, which firmed that the priest was in its ctiS-
his lawyers said had been coIifiscat- tody,more than 10 days after his ab-
ed by security operatives at the time duction, saying he was being held 
ofhis arrest. to facilitate investigations into al-

Speaking to journalists shortly af- leged involvement in'subversive ac-
ter his release, his lawyer,Ssekyewa tivities' against the State_ The mili-
welcomed the court's decision, say- tary said he would be produced be-
ing the continued detention of his fore a court oflaw and charged ac-
client \Vas unjustified. cordingly. 

"We are happy that the court has On January 17, while holding a 
granted bail to Fr Ssekabira as the thanksgiving ceremony in Kiruhu-
case progresses. The State was not ra District, President Museveni re-
ready to proceed with the trial de- vealed that the arrest of the priest 
spite earlier directions by the court in early December 2025 came after 
and had not produced the evidence the cleric was reportedly involved 
itpromised,"MrSsekyewasaid. with opposition National Unity 

Fr Ssekabira, a priest attached to ! Platform (NUP) party leader Robert 
Bumangi catholic Parish in Masaka : Kyagulanyi,aka Bobi Wine. 
Diocese, was abducted on Decem- 'j Mr M~eni,said religious lead- . 
ber 3,2025, by armed men fropihis f ers had appeale.d for the priest's re­
office in Katwe, a MasakaCity' sub- ~ lease, but h.e dec;lined, adding that 
urb. . : his release would only be possible 

He is also the director ofUniv~ . if those involved told the truth and 
Chastity Education Organisation, : stoppeo. their activities. 

BY SAMILU BUSEIN 

KAMPALA. The World Health Organisation 
(WHO) has said when used correctly and con­
sistently, ~ondoms offer up to 98 percent pro­
tection against HIV and other sexually trans­
mitted infections (STIs). 

The Ministry of Health has hailed condom 
use for reducing the spread of STIs, arid HIVI 

. Aids and reducing unwanted pregnancies 
Speaking ahead of the commemoration of 

World Condom Day yesterday, observed on 
February 13, the Director General of Health 
Services at the Ministry of Health, Dr Charles 
Olaro, warned that IDV/Aids remains a dead­
ly threat despite progress in prevention and 
treatment. 

He particularly cautioned young people 
against risky sexual behaviour, noting that 
many mothers living with HIVhad made sac­
rifices to prevent mother-to-child transmis­
sion, only for adolescents to acquire new in-

· fections. 
Mr Bonface Epoku, a programme officer 

in charge of condom programming at the 
Health ministry, said condom use accounts 
for 57 percent of prevented new infections. 

He added that condom distribution has in­
creased to about 150 million annually, with 
demand now standing at 200 million. 

Officials from Aids Healthcare Foundation 
(AHF) Uganda Cares, which is leading this 
year's national commemoration, say the ini­
tiative has yielded results. 

Mr Haruna Semuwemba, the AHF Ugan­
da Cares prevention manager, said condom 
advocacy and uptake have improved signifi-
cantly. _ 

"Between 2018 and 2026 alone, we distribut­
ed about 63 million condoms to communities 
on request," Mr Semuwemba said. "Howev­
er, there is still a major gap among the youth, 
many of whom continue to engage in unpro­
tected sex." 

He noted that Fort Portal City, which will 
host this· year's celebrations, has registered 
a high number of new infections, largely 
among young people. 

Dr Francis Engwau, the Programme Ana­
lyst for Sexual and Reproductive Health and 
Rights and HIV at the United Nations Popula­
tion Fund (UNFPA), echoed the call for inten­
sified youth education. 

"Many youth do not use family planning 
methods that alsa prevent STls, some of 
which.can lead to infertility,"Dr EngWau said. 
"Ifl. some communities,condoms are still con­
sidered a taboo so continued sensitisation is 
critical,"he added. 
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BY JULIET KIGONGO 

KAMPALA. A 35-year­
old businessman accused of 
impersonating a State House official 
to defraud two women of more 
than ShS43m has been charged and 
remanded to Luzira Prison. . 

Alex Odwori Mia, a resident ofBuziga 
Zone-in Makindye Division, Kampala 
District, appeared before Chief 
Magistrate Ritah Neube Kidasa on 
Tuesday,where charges in two separate 
filesw~re read to him. Odwori, who 
prosecution says masqueraded as a 
youth mobiliser attached to the Office 
of the President, denied all charges. 

In the first case, Odwori is charged 
with obtaining money by false 
pretence, contrary to Section 285 
of the Penal Code Act. Prosecution 
alleges that on January 19,2025, at 
King Fahad Plaza in Kampala, Odwori 
obtained Shs8m from Pastor JudiJ:b 

state House impostor remanded over ShS43m theft 
Kyoql.Uhendo by falsely claiming that 
he was a youth mobiliser working 
under the Office of the President. 

According to court documents, 
Odwori allegedly approached Deeper 
Life Church, where he introduced 
himself as a State House youth 
mobiliser tasked with empowering 
young people. He reportedly promised 
to mobilise and fund church youth 
projects aimed at improving their 
welfare. 
"It is alleged that the accused 

convinced the complainant, a paStor 
at the church, to give him the money 
to facilitate youth mobilisation 
activities in eastern Uganda, claiming 
he expected to receive more funds 
which would later benefit the church," 
the court documents re,\c;i in part. 
After receiving the money, Odwori 

allegedly disappeared and switched 
offhis phones, only to be arrested eight 
months later. 

In a second file, Odwori faces another 
count of obtaining money by false 
pretence, also contrary to Section 285 
of the Penal Code Act. 

This charge relates to allegations 
that between January and February 
2025, a(Nakasero in Kampala Central 
Division, he fraudulently obtained 
Shs35m from Shaldrah Kalule. 
ProseCl .. .'tion alleges that Odwori falsely 
claimed he would help clear Shakirah's 
outstanding loan balance at Wmners 
Sacco. 

Court heard that the complainant 
had a matured loan at the Sacco and 
sought assistance through her brother, 
Shafiq Kalule, to negotiate with the 
sacco management for an extension of 

the repayment period and a reduction 
of the outstanding balance. Kalule 
allegedly linked her to Odwori, who 
claimed to have the influence and 
capacity to handle the matter. 

"It is alleged that the accused 
presented himself as someone who 
could engage the Sacco management, 
leading to a purported reduction of the 
outstanding loan balance to Shs35m," 
prosecution states. 

The complainant is said to have 
raised Shs30m, which she handed over 
to Odwori to take to Winners Sacco. In 
February 2025, she allegedly raised an 
additional Shs5m, which was delivered 
to the accused through her brother, 
bringing the total to Shs35m. 

However, prosecution contends that 
Odwori never paid the money to the 
Sacco but used it for: personal gain. 

Appearing before court, Odwori 
denied all the charges. Senior State. 
Attorney Grace Amy informed court 
that investigations in both matters had 
been completed and requested the 
court to fix a hearing date. 

"My Lord,investigations in both files 
are complete and the prosecution i~.~ 
ready to proceed. We pray that the 
court sets a hearing date," Amy told 
court. Chief Magistrate Kidasa granted 
the request and scheduled the hearing 
for March 2. She remanded Odwori 
until that date. 

The case adds to a growing number 
of fraud matters involving people 
accused of impersonating State House 
officials to exploit unsuspecting . 
victims, particularly religious 
institutjons and ipdividuals facing 
financial distress. 


