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The Getman government has 
committed sh2so.Ib to improve 
water, sanitation and hygiene 
WASH) facilities and teacher 
accommodation in schools 
across northern- Uganda. 

The move is expected to ease 
chronic infrastructure gaps 
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Uganda gets sh250b to boost 
school WASH, teacher hou~inCJ 
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that have undermined learning . r----,.-­
outcomes and staff retention in 

HAT TEACHERS SAY 
the region. 

The funding, provided 
through Kr.edJfcinstait fur 
Wiederaufbau~ Will benefit 
199 primary an'd secondary 
schools, targeting long­
standing challenges such as 
lack of clean water, inadequate 
sanitation, overcrowded 
classrooms and the absence 

. of staff housing in rural and 
hard-to-reach areas. 

The support, which will 
be implemented under the 
Uganda Secondary Education 
Expansion Programme, also 
focuses on improving teachers' 
living conditions, boosting 
morale and ensuring learners 
have safe water and dignified 
sanitation, factors . education 

. officials say are critical to 
keeping children, especially 
girls, in school. 

Jacqueline Basemera,. who 
represented the permanent 
secretary of the Ministry 
of Education and Sports, 
Kedrace Turyagyenda, said 
the Government has been 
providing accommodation for 
teachers under the expansion 
programme, but progress has 
been constrained by limited 
funding. 

"Now that we have such a 
project, more infrastructure will 
be developed," Basemera said 
after signing a memorandum 

of understanding between 
the Ministry of Education and 
Sports and the Ministry of 
Water and Environment. 

As part of the support, the 
education ministry received 
two new Toyota double-cabin 
vehicles, while the water 
ministry will get four vehicles 
to ease supervision and 
inspection of the project. 

Catherine Angwec, the 
principal engineer and branch 
manager of the Water and 
Sanitation Development facility 
in northern Uganda, said the 
project targets 199 schools -
ISO primary and 49 secondary. 

STAFF HOUSES AND SANITATION 
• Angwec said by the end of 

the project, at least 130 ~w 
staff houses will have been 
constructed, while 72 will be 
renovated to reduce the burden 
on teachers who currently trek 
long distances to work. 

She outlined a wide 
range of infrastructure 
investments planned under 
the programme, including 
the construction of 2,092 new 
sanitation facilities (latrine 
stances), 190 incinerators, and 
the renovation t>f 190 existing 
latrine stances. 

The project will also deliver 
301 new claSsroom blocks in 

both primary and secondary 
schools, renovate 218 
classrooms, and install 20,092 
sanitation facilities. 

In addition, schools will 
be connected to a steady 
water supply to strengthen 
hygiene practices, alongside 
the construction of one faecal 
sludge treatment plant. 

Angwec added that the key 
outputs will enhance WASH 
infrastructure and strengthen 
knowledge and skills for 
improved sanitation and 
hygiene practices in primary 
schools and surrounding 
communities. 

Catherine Nassuna, the 

At the school level, headteachers say the intervention 
could be transformative. Sarah Afsa, the headteacher 
of Yumbe Secondary Scho.ol in Yumbe district, said staff 
accommodation at the school. is in a dire state. 

"With 951 students and 50 teachers, only five teachers 
live in dilapidated staff quarters," she said. 

Afsa said the school has adequate land and that its 
master plan was approved long ago, but construct ion has 
stalled due to lack of funds. 

"Because of the long distances teachers and learners 
have to wa lk, performance is never good," she said. 

Yumbe Secondary School is among the 199 schools -._ 
selected to benefit from the programme. 

Ratibu Abas Atiku, the headteacher of Aringa 
Secondary School in Yumbe town council, said the 
school has over 1,400 students, including refugees, 
taught by 58 teachers, on ly 28 of whom are on 
government payroll. He sa id the lack of staff housing 
has been a persistent challenge. 

"This is the first staff house we shall have. For all 
these years, we never had any," Atiku said, welcoming 
government's intervention . 

The school will also get new classrooms. Due to 
overcrowding, some students currently attend lessons 
under trees. Atiku said four more classrooms will 
be constructed, along with 12 toilet stances and one 
incinerator. 

undersecretary for finance 
and administration, who 
represented Alfred Okidi, 
the permanent secretary of 
the Ministry of Water and 
Environment, said access 
to clean water will directly 
improve hygiene and school 
attendance. 

Nassuna said the new 
investment will address 

this challenge and improv~ _ 
retention rates. 

"The biggest challenge we 
had was low completion rates. 
When we track the children 
who completed primary school 
and how far they have gone in 
secondary school, you find that 
dropout rates are high. Most 
children fall to join secondary," 
she said. 

Pakwach district begins 
leadership transition 

Police recover stolen motorcycles in Napak 
MOROTO 
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Pakwach district has began a 
peaCeful transition from the current 
leaderShip to recently elected 
leadets who will assume office 
in May after the swearing-in 
ceremony. 

The district will be led by LCS 
chairperson-elect Shaban Ofoi 
Kinobe, who becomes the second 
chairperson, succeeding Robert. 
Steen Omito. 

Omito has started 
familiarisation 
engagements 
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district's leadership and operations. 
He publicly backed Ofoi and the 

Jonam County MP-elect during the 
elections, both of whom emerged 
victorious. . 

"You can start a journey of 
good deeds rather than 

concentrating on bad 
vices. That is why I want it 
to be as clean as possible, " 
Omito said. 

Deputy Chief 
Administrative Officer 

Florence Acan also 
commended district staff 

for their hard work 
the past 
during a 

staff 

nyama 
.,::.; .... ................... , ..... .. . 

. The Police in 7 Karamoja have 
recovered several motorcycles 
suspected fo have been stolen from 
Busia district and other parts of the 
countrY during a series of operations 
in Napak district and surrounding 
areas. 

The Karamoja public relations 
officer, Mike Longole, said the visit Moroto Central Police Station ahead of the festive season. However, 
motorcycles were being held as for verification. the prime suspects remain at large. 
exhibits pending verification by their Longole commended the vigilance Joseph Ojiambo, the chairperson 
rightful owners. of officers involved in the operations, of the Uganda National Union ~ 

He added that intelligence reports emphasising police commitment Drivers, Cyclists and Allied Workers, 
indicate that most of the recovered to arrest individuals engaged in said 16 riders were killed in 2024 and 
motorcycles were stolen from Busia. ( criminal activities. 2025. 

"We also recovered some The Police in Napak also recovered "They would hire cyclists and later 
regisirationnumberplatesforvarious four suspected stolen motorcycles kill them along the way, but co­
automobiles," Longole said, advising and 28 registration number plates, ordinated intelligence efforts helped 
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