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730.000 pupils face selection today

During the two-day
exercise taking place at
UMA Show Grounds,
Lugogo, atotalof
730,233 candidates
who passed the 2025
Primary Leaving Exam-
inations will be placed
in either secondary
schools or vocational
and tertiary training
institutions where they
put their first or second
choices.

BY AL-MAHDI SSENKABIRWA

eads of secondary schools or :
their representatives from across :
the country are today converging :
in Kampala to embark on a rigor- :
ous selection exercise of learners join-
. Headteachers from different schools take part in the Se
multi-purpose hall in Lugogo. PHOTO/MICHAEL KAKUMIRIZ

ing Senior One this year.

During the two-day exercise taking :
place at UMA Show Grounds, Lugogo,a :
total of 730,233 candidates who passed :

the 2025 Primary Leaving Examina-
tions (PLE) will be placed in either sec-
ondary schools or vocational and ter-

their enrolment targets.

.. According to the 2025 PLE results re-

leased on January 30 by Uganda Na-

2025 PLE RESULTS

l})lor One selection exercise on January 30, 2025 at UMA

. Four”hesaidin an interview yesterday
: MrRogersKaterenga,the head teacher
: of Fort Portal SS in Fort Portal City, said

Iication based on the number of candi-
. dateswhosat for the exams.

The ministry sets the cut-off points

: using an automatic computerised sys-
¢ | tem that allocates students accord-

ing to general performance and first

_ - choice preference of pupils. However,a
: school can also wriggle out of the maxi-
. mum depending on the available facil-
: ities and the number of students who
. chooseit as their first choice.

The rest, even if they fall in the brack-

: et of admissibility, are ‘sold’ to other

: schools during the selection exercise.In

. the morning, heads of schools or their

*: representatives will receive intake lists

. of students they intend to admit based

. ontherequired aggregates determined

- by the respective schools.

. Usually;schools receive three lists. The
: first list contains students who meet

i the set cut-off points for placement

¢ in their first-choice schools, while the

: second list includes students who se-

¢ lected a particular school as their first .

. choice but were not admitted due to

: limited slots or failure to meet the re-

. quired points. The third list comprises

: unplaced candidates duetoerrorsin
- school selection during the application

process.

Available statistics from Uneb show

. that of the 807,313 candidates whosat
. forthe exams from 15,388 examination
. centres, 91,990 (11.39 percent) passed
. with first grade compared to 84,301"

2024.But it should be noted that the
candidature increased by 20,332 over

tiary training institutions where they - tional Examination Board (Uneb), on- According tothe 2025PLE re- - he will give priority to learners who : thelastyear.
put their first or second choices. Iy 338 candidates managed toscoreAg- = sultsreleased on January 30 - gave the school their choice. : Another 388 293cand1datespasedli
As usual, competition for placement - gregate 4 across thecountry by Uganda National Examina- . “We will also consider those who : Division Two compared to 397,589&
in prestigious traditional schools like ~  Most top primary schools had fewer -  tionBoard, only 338 candidates  : come directly to the school. We have : satinthe2024 cohort. &
St Mary's College Kisubi_ Gayaza High - candidates with an Aggregate 4, while managed to score Aggregate 4 : sufficient facilities to accommodate : A total of 165,226 candidates wae-
School, Ntare School. and Kibuli Sec-  othersdidnotgetanyatall Ofthe338  acrossthe country. - manylearners” ° Division Three, whﬂe84724passedn
ondary School is expected to be sitiff. - candidates (who got Aggregate 4),220 Mlost top primary schools had At Kisinga Vocational SS, Kasese, the : Division Four. &
given the fact that such schoolsonlyad- - came from schools around Wakiso, Mu- - few candidates with an Aggre- head teacher, Mr Benjamin Masereka, : A total of 77,080,(9.55 percent) cands
mit learners with top aggregate scores.  kono,and Kampala. - gate 4, while others did not get - said they will only admit candidates : dates completely failed the exams com-
usually between four and seven. In the 2024 cohort 400 candidates at- -  anyatall. Ofthe 338 candidates - with Division One and Division Two. pared to 64,252 (8.2 percent) of the pre
«Usually cut-off points are determined - tained an Aggregate 4comparedtoover | (who got Aggregate 4), 220 . Senior One entrants will start theirac- : vious year,indicating an increasein 2t
by candidates’ performance. If exami- - 700whe got thesamescorein2023. - came from schools around Wa- : ademic year on March 2. : uresby 12,829.
nations are difficult schools raise their - A Primary Seven candidateis deemed kiso, Mukono, and Kampala. : In2024,atotal of 786,981 PLE candi- : This means that all these candidates
cut-offs, if performance is poor, cut-offs - to have passed the exams if he/she gar- : : dates passed the national examina- | who failed exams donot qualify forgoe
drop. - ners between Aggregate 4 and 28. Usu- : tions and were eligible to join Senior | ernment sponsorship under the free
So, despite a slight increase in the : ally, government schools implement- | gate4upto Aggregate 18. . One.However, fewer than 600,000 stu- | secondary education scheme whichs
number of candidates obtaining Grade - ing free education programmestakeall = “We believe in nurturing the learner : dents were selected under the official = going into its 19th-year of implementa
One in last year’s PLE, the drop in the : candidates with an aggregate between : to reach his/her full potential, whichis = process tojoin Senior One. tion.
number of candidates scoring Aggre- : fourand 28. why we absorb even those with second : : =
gate 4 is likely to push top-perform- = MrIshaka Mbalirwa, the head teacher = grades.In most cases, Senior One learn- . Howcut-offmarksaredetermined = aAdditional informationbyFelix
ing schools to maintain or relax cut-off | of Madinah Islamic SS, Nsangi,said his . ers we consider to be weak surpriseus : Cut-off points for any given school | Ainebyoona, Denis Edema, Moursen
points for Senior One entrants tomeet : school will take candidates with Aggre- : when they perform better at Senior : are determined by the Ministry of Ed-  Biira, Alex Ashaba. !
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