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Minjste~ forlCf and National Guidance, Dr Chris Baryomunsi on socia' media regulation: "We have a written 
communication policy that will regulate the use of social media so that people can use it in a proper manner for self-development." 

EDITORIAL 

Let's prioritise crime 

·......., ............ J eastlIBllldi:!I'androbberyco"iI"illedin 
partsoftbea:JlIIltr¥R:lra wbiIe~thepolice 

1:me been fKlHllising swift: action to arrest the trend, 
irrlnded but ~not: 1imited to targeting small busi­

IlfS5premisesfDr~targetingpedestriansandmotor­
a1oJ:igwitfitheft passengers to relieve them of their 

p;assessi-ionsand taltiriglives in the process. 
tbeendof~the Daily Monitorreported that the 

had appn>iwntled 5eY5:'3l suspectS linked to a string 
&gIIUised orban crimes. SeYeral weapons have been Ie- -

awemi - tbespateof crime, including a gun whose own-
- was traced to the police Counter-Terrorism Unit, the 

.firearm in under a year,.linked to the UBit. These 
.r to _Silt ronnect:ionsthat shoukl be deeply inve$tigat­

and mtdf at the root. This should also be acconlpanied 
by other actions seeking acrountabil-

• ityfrom the DiIIIled security agellcies . 
wboseftrearms are aidingtbe pro1ifer- -
ation.ofaime. -- -

Police ~ ~investedsome 
e1fort into tracking anq arreSting the 
criminals. StiH;gWen the bold nature . 
and growing frequency-of the robbeI:: 
ies and murders, it would seem that . 
law enim:ementis being outpaced by _ 
the thugs, who not only have sophisti­
cated weaj>onry'but also seem to es­
cape the net of security camera SUl"­

veilliince often and continUe to'ter­
rmse citi7Jens in-urban centres.on the . 
road and in otherwise exp€)Sed are-
as where detection by patrol and 0th-
er SUI"o'ei1iance shou1d at least provide 
some~ 

i>olice'should deploy the ltin.d ~f 
strength we SCl)Y during elections and, 
in tim instance, direct those resources 
towards safeguardlng citizenlives and 
pro~ _ 

A rapid response to reported inci­
dents might also go some distan~ to­
ward deterring criminals, stopping 
them in their tracks. In this fight to re­
store ~ we need to go back to the 
basics,implementing community po­
lieing and .ensuring.properly manned 
toll-free crime ~porting channels, as 
well as retooling police patrols to re­
spond to crimes in progress. 

Furthermore, crimes should be in­
wstil;ailedto theircooclusion and culprits punished to send 
,anlfSll. to others who may dare to commit the same. 

r .......... ,..ll.- goes without saying that the law enfo~t 
_ nnr'ChrInVl be funded adequately to carry out this man­

priority should be given to crime detection and 
Pl'!lleItXln.Failnre to do so, among other factors, will em­
;hnI", tt...-seetingtoescapethe long ann of the law. 

COIII,.11 ' IeOts. 

Cartoon. Schools registered a low learner turnout for the start of Term One. 
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Are taxes undermining Uganda~s 
youth:driven digital economy? 

U 
ganda'sdigitaleconomybasbe-
come alifetioeformanyyoungpeo­
ple.It offers a sanctuary fur a liveli­
hOOd in ride-hailing,e-commerce, 
mobile-~andfreelanceplat­
fonns.1t is not strange to see a young 

person creating a TikTok reel of a new song 
or about amen's wear shop in town and re­
ceive modest pay. 
But the sector'srapiQ. expansionhas caught 

the eye ofthetaxman because of the ease with 
which it can betaxed.1becurrentapproacb, 
levying a 12 perrentexcisedutyondataat­
opthestandard 18 percentV~andlevieson 
mobile-mooeypaymentsand~ser­
vices has begtm tochok.eusers. 

The stoIyofUganda'sdigitaltaxationstart­
ed in 2018 with theinfi'oduction<t"theOYel'­
the-top(arntax onsociaknedia useMar­
ketedasaquickwinfurtbe~the 
levyfu:rcedmorethanfivemillion users of­
flinewithin threemontbs and collected a pal­
try $13.5m (Sbs48b),about 17 perrent of the 
$77.8m(Shs2745b)t:arget Theepjsode pI'O'Jed 
that heavy taxes onconnectivityprompt us­
ers to abandon the Internet or find ways 
around it. 
~thetax burden has multipIiedEvery 

mega1Jyte of datacarries a 12 perc:entexcise­
~astandard 18 percentVATisstillapp!ied, 
and additional surchargeshitmobile-mon­
eytransactions and streaming subscriptions. 
Uganda's 2022 NationalITSuIvey.showedthe 
average citizen spends about Shsl0,800 per 
month on phone and dataservices.1bis im- -
plies that buyingjust oneGB of data at around 

Uganda can choose to 
focus on the appear of 
immediate tax wind­
falls, or it can choose 
a growth-first strategy 
that lets the digital sec-
tor mature before taking 
ifsshare. 

Shs5,OOO already consumes nearly half of a 
typical user'sm:mthlydigital ~ 1bis 
translates intounaftbrdable access. 
Although4G~ 1:JIaniEts96 pemmof 

thepopllation,on1y37 pem:m~ 
use mobile Jnternet 1he~is.IlfXaJadtOCin­
frastrudurebutalad<t"~power; 
low-income houseboklssimply cannot afford 
the price of data WbenCOllI8:tivityis alum­
~digital entrepreIleUISbsecustomers,and 
telecomoperators,in tum,rnJStsbiftthecost: 
oftheiriJ:Ive;tmentsmtoananuwuser base. 
The~IedfurIe\lell.Ueisunder-

standable.~ lAxlgetde6cits~wiG­
ened,and taxcoBection remains a priorityir 
financingessentialpublic~ 
thecmrent policyreflects asbort-ten:n1bcus 
onrevenueextractionratberthanalongtmn . 
mategythatexpands the tax base. 
A2025GSMAstudyprojectedthat~ 

the 12 pen:entexcisedutyondatacookl - -
fOur million more Ugandans Online by 2030-
This could create approximately 1.7911» 
lionnewjobs and jJ!Derate anadrti60nal 
Shs2.1 trillion"(abwt $6OOm (W Shs2 . 
in annual taxreceipls.inotberwords,a.mod­
est~in~~~PD~~ 
greaterfiscal retmns in the future 
'lheimplicationisthatshort~­

realisationnowcosts furmoreinlost 
lateJ:Bytaxing eachdata hmd}e and baDsac­
tion, the govemmentcould beetrectiYeJypic­
ingouttheveryunempl~orJow.iJnIJ:r 
eamercitizenitmaybein~tobeip.A 
po1icythatt:allJ-'tSscale1owe'datacosls wiI 
growthedigital~~thetaxbllle 
and deliversustainable fiscal gains. 

Uganda can choosetofQcus on the appeal 
ofin:u:nediatetaxwindfulls,oritcanchooiea 
growtb-firststralegythat1efsthedigitalsec­
tor mature beWretakingit'i share.Evi<leDce 
showsthat~thetax burdenwillnot~ 
ly bringmilliansonline and createjobJ.,tmit 
wiIla1so~furmorerevenuethanthe 
cmrentlevies e\'el" could 

I Ms Phionah Namuliira is a research fellow 
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