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UPDF HAILS GEN. TAKIRWA AS A GIANT IN COMMAND 
ni 

da People's Defence 
(UPDF) has paid 

te to the late Maj. Gen. 
rancis Takirwa, hailing him 

as a giant in command whose 
discipline, strategic insight 
and unwavering dedication to 
duty left a lasting imprint on 
the force and the nation. 

Gen. David Muhoozi, the 
internal affairs state minister, 
made the re~ks -yesterday 
during. Gen. Takirwa's funeral 
service at All Saints Cathedral 
in Nakasero, Kampala, where 
he reflected on the deceased's 
exemplary leadership and the · 
endUring legacy. 

Takirwa, who was the deputy 
commander of land forces, 
passed away on Saturday, 
following complications 
arising from a stroke: 

Odrek Rwabwogo, the 

UPDF funeral vans arrived at All Saints Gathedral 
Nakasero at around 9:00am in a solemn and 
emotionally charged procession, as crowds gathered 
outside anctinsjde the church broke down .in sobs. 

The mOOd turned even more somber as the casket, 
draped in national colours, was slowly wheeled across 
the cathedral floor, triggering loud wails and cries of 
grief frpm family members, friends, and mourners. 

Uniformed officers stood at attention as tears 
streamecHhrough the crowd, underscoring the deep 
sense of loss and the profound respect accorded to the 
departed general. 

cared deeply about people, 
and his generosity and 
thoughtfulness left a lasting 
impression." 

The family also expressed 
gratitude to the UPDF for 
their support and compassiort 
during this difficult time. 

death of Maj. Gen. Francis 
Takirwa, which occurred this 
morning at about 0600 hours 
at the UPDF National Referral 
Hospital, Mbuya," Magezi 
said. 

senior presidential advisor 
on special duties, urged the 
public to emulate the late 
Takirwa, describing him as a 
shining · example of prinCiple 
and integrity. Rwabwogo 
said Takirwa. "lived a' life of 
conviction and never wavered 
in the face of pressure or 
compromise. " 

true leadership is rooted in 
principle." 

exception, and the ultimate 
commander we shall all 
answer to is Jesus Christ." 

command of our Lord." 
On the other hand, the 

late Takirwa's family fondly 
described him as "Uncle 
Touch," remembering him 
as a gentle and caring man 
whose kindness touched 
everyone around him. 

Miria Matembe, the former 
ethics and integrity minister, 
who is also a family member, 
lauded the late Takirwa as a 
loving and honest general. 

According to the statement, 
Takirwa was first admitted 
to Nakasero Hospital on 
December 9, 2025, where 
he received medical care 
until February 6, this year. 
He was later transferred to 
the UPDF National Referral 
Hospital in Mbuya for long­
term management, where he 
eventually succumbed to his 
illness. 

LIFE IS MORTAL Kaziimba urged the public to 
lead lives of accountability and 
purpose, stressing ~at each 
individual will one (fay face 
divine judgment. 

BACKGROUND 

He added: "In a world where 
shortcuts and expediency 
often tempt us, Takirwa's 
steadfast commitment to·' 
his values reminds us that 

In a solemn sermon, the 
Archbishop of the Church 
of Uganda, Dr Stephen 
Kaziimba Mugalu, challenged 
the congregation to live with 
awareness of their mortality, 
describing all people as "flag­
bearers of death". 

"Death comes for all, without 

"We cannot escape this 
truth. ~ he said, "and it is in 
how we live our lives now 
with integrity, compassion, 
and faith that we honour the 

Speaking on behalf of the 
family, Benjamin Takirwa 
praised his late relative for 
his unwavering concern for 
others, saying: "He always 

In a statement issued on 
Saturday, the acting director 
of defence public information, 
Col Chris Iy1agezi, said 
Takirwa died at about 6:00am 
at the UPDF National Referral 
Hospital in Mbuya. 

"The UPDF fraternity, with 
deep sorrow, announces the 

Born on November 7, I965, 
Takirwa ·served in several key 
command positions during his 
military career. Notably, he 
was the commanding officer of 
the UPDF 2nd Division based 

sule 

rumd growing enthl,1siasm around 
the use of artificial mtelligence (AI) 
in the legal · system, the acting chief 
registrar of Courts of Judicature, 
Pamela Lamunu Ocaya, has cautioned 
judicial officers and their research 
assistants againsf over-reliance on it 
when drafting judgments. 

Ocaya argued that AI frequently 
generates non-existing court cases 
that could embarrass not only 
individuals, but also the entire 
JudiCiary. 

She sounded the warning during 
a one-day training for the over 80 
reseC}rch magistrates at the Judiciary 

. headqu~rters in Kampala yesterday. 
Research magistrates are judicial 

officers that assist judges in looking 
for previously decided cases that are 
relevant to the cases before them, in 
addition to aiding them in drafting 
judgments. 

TREAD WITH UTTER VIGILANCE 
Each judge' of the High Court, Court 
of Appeal and Supreme Court is 
given a research magistrate/assistant 
to assist them in researching and 
drafting judgments. 

"We recognise that judicial research 
is being transformed by technology 
platforms such as AI. However, do not 
over-rely on them. Use them ethically 
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Judges cautioned against overdependence on AI 

because, for example, AI cannot 
exercise judiCial reasoning. Neither 
can it independently distinguish a 
judicial reasoning or a comment in 
·the case," Ocaya said. 

Underscoring their role in the 
administration of justice, Ocaya said 
they are not merely researchers, but 
serve as quality controllers in the 
justice system. 

Citing the huge workload pressures 
on most of the judges, Ocaya urged 
the research magistrates to effectively 
sUt>port judges for timely resolution 
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of cases. Ocaya said the training was 
specifically designed to sharpen the 
capacity of the research magistrates 
as the Judiciary kicks off a new legal 
year. 

"When legal opinions are thorough 
and reliable, judgments become well­
structured and properly referenced, 
contributing to doctrinal clarity and 
reducing contradictory rulings," 
Ocaya said. 

Principal Judge Jane Frances Abodo 
remarked that without research 
support, the quality and . credibility 
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of many judicial decisions would be 
compromised. 

"Your work, therefore, directly 
contribiltes - to upholding the nIle:. 
of law and maintaining pu~­
confidence in:the judiCiary,"-she s~a. 
Abodo explained that research 

magistrates are not merely 
researchers, but custodians of 
methodological discipline. 

Supreme Court judge Mike Chibita 
urged the research magistrates 
to ensure timely. accurate and 
reliable opinions are rendered 
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to their respective judges by taking 
advantage of authoritative legal 
sources such as Uganda Legal 
Information Institute. 

"You should know that the quality of 
your work directly influences judicial 
outcomes and public confidence in 
courts," Chibita said. 

Prof. Andrew Khauka, the executive 
director Judicial Training Institute, 
underscored the need for the 
Judiciary to invest in research, saying 
it is key for sound decisions. 

HEARING OF ELECTION PETITIONS 
As the JudiCiary braces for the hearing 
of the election petitions, Court of 
Appeal judge Musa Ssekaana urged 
the research magistrates to keep 
updated with the electoral laws to 
support the judges quickly resolving • 
them. 

"You should know that if someone 
filed an election petition before the 
winner has been published in the 
gazette, such a case is a nullity. If it is 
a voter petitioning, his or her case has 
to be supported by 500 signatures of"~ 
the voters in such constituencies," 
Ssekaana said. 
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