
30 .. DAILY MONITOR·I THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12,2026 

Regional News 

End ofWFPinitiative leaves 
learners staring at hunger 
The programme has 
supported learning 
institutiof1s in Karamoja 
for more than six de­
cades. 

BY SIMON PETER EMWAMU 

G 
overnm't!rit-iiided secondary 
schools and·tertiary institutions 

"'-' across the Kariunoja Sub-region 
are grappling with 'uncertainty 

following the closure of the World Food 
Programme (WFP) school feecting initi-

·ative. 
The programme has supported learn­

ing institutions in Karamoja for more 
than six decades. It has been a critical 
intervention in a region perennially af­
fected by food insecurity and malnu­
trition,filctors often blamed1'or poor 
academic perfonnance. 

On October 29,2025, the Ministry of 
Education and Sports, through its Per­
mpnent Secretary,issued a circular for­
mally notifying districts, schools, and 
local !eaders of the phased withdraw­
al ofWFF's free feeding programme for 
secondary schools, effective January 1, 
2026. • 
Mr Kedrace Turyagenda, the minis­

try'sPennanent ~said it was· 
time for secondary schools to seek al­
ternative feeding arrangements, clar­
ifying that the WFP-supported pro- ~ 
gramme for primary schools remains . 
unaffucted.. 

Cmrently. WFP continues to support , 
more than 300 gowmment-aided Iri 
mary schools, community'schoo 

Meal time at Rupa Seed School in Moroto District .P~IOl SIM?N PETER EMWAMU 

and early childhood learning centres 
across Karamoja 
Mr Meri Jino, the Kaabong District 

chairperson, said the decision to end 
food supplies to secondary schools and 
terti.a1y institutions was communicat­
ed late last year, leaving schools and 
districts withlittletime to prepare.. 
~ derision reacbedw-it:bolIt 

adequate leader-
sbip; Jino - on ~ ore 
than percent ofKaratnQja's popola-

On October 29,2025, the Mi­
nistry of Education issued a cir­
cular fonnaIly notifYing dis­
tricts, schools, and local leaders 
of the phased withdrawal of 
WFP"s free feeding programme 
for secondary schools, effective 
~1.2026_ 

tion lives in poverty. Without the feed­
ing programme, schools will be forced 
to look for alternative means of surviv­
al,mostlikelythroughincreasingfees.~ 

He warned that higher fees could 
trigger a spike in school dropouts,espe­
cially among vulnerable households. 
That is because the -WFP support 

cushioned schools from frequent fee 
increments. 

"Without it, the burden will inevita­
blysbift toparents,many of whom can-
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not afford it,~he added. 
Mr Jino said Karamoja should have 

been granted a transition year to allow 
schools and communities to plan for 
the gap left by WFP. 

In Kaabong District, schools such as 
Kaabong Secondary School, Ik Seed 
Secondary School, and several tertiary 
institutions, both government and pri­
vate had been beneficiaries of the pro­
gramme. 

"­
Dependency on humanitarian aid 

Kotido District chairperson Paul 
Lotee Komol acknowledged that the 
decision would strain schools but said 
long-term dependency on humanitari­
an aid was unsustainable. 

"We feel the pinch, but ihterventions 
are not meant to last forever,~Mr Ko­
mol said."As district leaders, we must 
sit down and find alternatives to en­
sure continuity and improve the learn­
ing environment.~ 

He said secondary schools likely to 
be affected in Kotido include Kotido SS, 
Kacheri SS,Panyangara SS,and Panyan­
gara Seed School. -

HoweveI; some school administrators 
say the impact will be uneven. 
Mr Lazarus Hyuha, the head teacher 

of Lolachat Seed School in Nabilatuk 
District, said his school would not be 
affected, having never benefited from 
the WFP programme despite efforts to 
be enrolled since 2018. 

"Failure to join the programmes was 
a blessing in disguise," Mr Hyuha said. 
"We have been feeding our learners 
using our resources, providing clean 
beans and posho.~ 

He warned,however, that schools pre­
viously dependent on WFP support 
may be forced to hike fees to bridge the 
gap, a move likely to spark resistance 
frQm parents in a region still battling 
entreIiched poverty. 

As schools reopen, education stake­
holders in Karamoja fear the end of the 
feeding programme could hinder ac­
cess, retention, and completion·rates 
unless alternative support mecha­
nismsare instituted. 
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ase e chool excels in PLE despite challenges 
BYYOWERIKAGUTA& 
ALEX ASHABA 

KASESE. Pupils ofMubukuIrrigation 
Primary School have since 2023 been 
studing in makeshift structures under 
harsh conditions after the school was 
forced to relocate to where it currently 
operates from following a drastic drop 
in the number oflearners. 

The enrolment oflearners at the gov­
ernment-aided school in Nyamwamba 
Division,Kasese Municipality, dropped 
because of the Allied Democratic Forc­
es eADF) insurgency in the area where 
it was located. 

Ms Josephine Kunihira, the current . 
head teacher,explained that the school 
relocated after the number oflearners" 
dropped from 270 to a measly three. 

The school was relocated to St Bali­
_ . ~dembe catholic Church, where tem­

porary le.arning structures erected. 
Since the relocation, enrolment has 

significantly improved in the last two 
years, and by the end of the third term 
of 2025, the number oflearners had 
doubled to more than 500. 

Kasese Municipality has construct­
ed a two-classroom block and a three­
stance pit-latrine at the new site. 

Despite the progress,~~ d.e-

Pupils in makeshift class at St Balikudembe Catholic Church in Kasese Dis-
trict on Tuesday. PHOTO/YOWERI KAGUTA . 

cried the harsh learning conditions at 
the new site. 

"I sympathise with both the learn­
ers and teachers because only Primary 
One and Primary Two pupils occupy 
the newly_constructed VU<r.classroom 

.J.61 "L;5ii1SJrll l J!131; ~aIhl11 

block. The other classes study in wood­
en structures, unfinished shelters, or 
under trees on a piece ofland donat­
ed by the church. Some classes are dis­
turbed by nPn. In such instance, we 
are fon:ep. to sl),clter pupils under the 
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church veranda,~Kunihira said. 
That said, Kunihira said the school 

recently performed well in Prima­
ry Leaving Examinations cPLE) where 
out of 48 candidates, one pupil got Di­
vision One while the rest were in Divi­
sionTwo. 

Mr Charles Byabato, a· resident of 
Phase I A, said during the ADF insur­
gency in the Rwenzori Sub-region be­
tween 1996 and 2000, many families 
sought refugee in safer areas such as 
Kogere, Kigorwe, and Rukooki, leaving 
the area were school is located sparsely 

. populated and affecting school attend-
ance. 

"Some children dropped out entirely 
because the relocated school is about 
five kilometres away, forcing others to 
transfer to Sebwe Primary School,"he 
said. 

The Kasese Municipality Mayor, Mr 
Chance Kahindo, said: "This was a well­
thought-out decision. The council in­
spected both sites, consulted the Min­
istry of Education, and all agreed the 
school should be relocated.~ 

The buildings that previously housed 
the Mubuku Irrigation Primary School, 
located about three kilometres off the 
Kasese-Fort Portal highway, in Kibati, 
Phase 1 A cell, now lie abandoned, with 
paint peeling ~ cracked walls,doors 
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and widows 'broken, and the com­
pound is bushy. 

Some wooden parts of the aban­
doned buildings have been damaged 
by termites. 

Locals who spoke to Daily Monitor 
complained that thugs have turned 
the abandoned school buildings into 
hideouts. 

Chal nges. 
I sympathise with 
both the learners and 
teachers because 
only Primary One and 
Primary Two pupils 
occupy the newly 

constructed two­
classroom block. The other 
classes study in wooden 
structures, unfinished shelters. 
or under trees on a piece of land 
donated by the church. Some 
classes are disturbed by rain. 
such instance, we are forced to 
shelter pupils under the ch 
veranda,~ Josephine Kuni 
Mubuku Irrigation Primary 

Residents near the abcl.Od~ 
school said that the g01feIlllI" 

should repurpose the abatndl. 
buildings to prevent them 
bouring criminals. 
Mr Kahindo revealed 

Technical Institute has 
use the abandoned school 
ho~an'agricultur.udE~~_ 
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