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LETTERS 
Educated, yet unprepared: When 
scbooliDgfails the real world 

My baptism into the limits of"formal education"did not 
happen in a classroom. It happened in a matooke business 
that collapsed spectacularly in under a month. I had spot­
ted what! thought was a clever hustle: buy matooke (cook­
ing bananas) from rural Uganda and sell them in Kampa­
la, where demand is steady and prices are higher. Simple 
economics, right? Except for one small detail. I could notre­
liably tell good cooking matooke from the variety used to 
make local brew,.embiire.Farmers quickly noticed my ig-

· norance and, unsurprisingly,sold me the cheaper brew­
ing type. Customers noticed too. Complaints piled up, sales 
dipped,and the business died a q1,1iet, embarrassing death. 

That was my rude awakening.Afteryears of schooling, 
· certificates, and "education,"Ilacked basic, economically 

useful knowledge rooted in myown environment. I am not 
1lllique.I am a product of the formal education trap. 

Across Africa, 'the education system we inherited was nev­
er designed to help Africans thrive within their ecosystems. 
It was designed to detach them from it.Even more trou­
bling is that more than 50 years after colonialism official- . 
ly ended, we are still'running the same script,often with 
greater enthusiasm TraditionalAfrican education was not 

. flawless, but it worked.It taught people how to farrn,build, 
trade, govern, heal, and live in balance with their surround­
ings.Knowledge was local, releyant, and immediately ap­
plicable. Children learned which trees made good timber 
and which rotted quickly; which plants healed aiJ.d which 
killed; which foods nourished and which harmed. Culture 
was not decoration.It was a survival manual. . 

Colonial formal education disrupted this system deliber­
ately.Its aim was not development but administration. Sons 
of chiefs and landlords were trained as clerks,interpreters, 
andjunior administrators; useful to the colonial state but 
detached from productive life. The brightest minds were 
not tal.!-ght to improve agriculture,innovate local industries, 
or strengthen communities. They were trained to obey,re­
cord, and replicate foreign systems. 

Language became one offue most effective tools in this 
project. In many African schools, children were punished, 
sometimes brutally,for speaking their mother tongues.Lo­
cal languages were labelled backward or useless. The iro­
ny is cruel: modern science now tells us that fuilure to prop­
erly learn a language before the age of 19 can permanent­
ly limit linguistic mastery. We were punished for speaking 
the very languages that could have anchored our thinking, 
creativity, and identity. The result is a formally literate but 
contextually illiterate elite.M~y Africans can quote Shake­
speare but cannot explain the agricultural cycles of their 
home areas. They can debate climate change yet cannot 
identify indigenous trees that protect watersheds. They can 
analyse economics but cannot tell·good timber from bad or 

· cooking matooke from the one for brewing. 
- This d.\sconnection goes beyond economics. SoCial rules 

and taboos that once protected communities are now cas­
ually violated; not always out of rebellion, but out ofigna­
rance.People no longer know why certain practices were 
forbidden or what balance they preserved Culture was not 
lost because Africans rejected it.It was lost because they 
were trained to forget it. 

Nowhere is this fuilure more visible than in agriculture. 
Agriculture remains the backbone of most African econ­
omies, y.et many elite schools barely teach it or treat it as 
punishmentfor academic fuilure.How does a continent 
survive when its education system despises the activity 
that feeds it? Each year, thousands of graduates chase office 
jobs that do not exist while the land, our greatest asset,lies 
underused or poorly managed. 

Formal education today often produces certification 
without competence, ambition without grounding, and 
knowledge without context.It trains Africans to fitinto sys­
tems designed elsewhere rather than to solve problems 
rooted at home. This is not an argument against learn­
ing,literacy, or science. It is an argument against an edu­
cation model that ignores local realities, devalues indige­
nous knowledge, and treats culture as an obstacle instead 
of a foundation. True education should expand choices,not 
narrow them It should connect the mind to the land,histo­
ry,and economy-not sever them 

Until Africa reclaims an education that makes economic, 
cultural, and ecological sense, we will keep producing grad­
uates who are strangers in their own habitats. And like my 
matooke business,many grand development plans will 
keep fulling-not for lack of intelligence, but for lack ofrele­
vantknowled&e. 

Edward Makobore, 
Afronomistandfanner 
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LETTER OFTHE DAy' 

Crowded settlelllents need 
lllitigations against fire' incidents 
A fire incident does not occur 

very frequently, but it should 
be monitored because when it 
happens,it becomes difficult to 

J control, and its aftermath can 
. be cafustrophic.Around the 

world,mClJlY fire·incidents con: 
tinue to aest:roy communities' 
peace. 

As communities, we should 
all be interested in ensuring the 
negative impact of such fires 
is not too severe to render us 
homeless. However, Such fires 
are usually merciless. They are · . 
uncontrollable. We have seen 
this already this year in the 
case of one of the refugee. settle:­
ments. It destroyed the commu­
nity's installations. . 

des. No trees. No taU bushes. 
No shrubs. Thus·, the rampag­

Aug hunters are only excited to 
light up the bush. It is not M{)­
ses speaking with God. Rather, 
it is a group of youth who gath-

Families lost their shel­
ters and essential belongings, 
so they need to start ~sh. It 
took them long hours to con­
trol the fire. Apart from being 
(un)able to contain and control 
such events,preventable events, . 
when they happen, take away 
valuable resources that can be 
reserved for the future to take 
care of other events. The scarce 
resources should address oth-. 
er vulnerabilities, but such in­
cidents continue to create more 
vulnerabilities. 

In our part of the world, espe­
cially during this time of year, 
conditions are conducive to 
fires. The hazards are so promi­
nent that any thought of a fire 
breakout sends shivers down 
our spines. Windy conditions 
have the wind blowipg from 
one extreme end to the other. 
Any random fires are lit. Any 
papyrus vegetation rubbing 
against each other is rife with 
other hazardous conditions. It 
is a season for hunters. They pre­
fer to see their prey from a dis­
tance across the hills and down 
the valleys. For them, this is pos­
sible when there are no obsta-

j er to enjoy a hobby. These haz­
j ards, if not properly contained, 

can cause massive destruction 
. of community shelters. Com­
munities that start up the hunt­
ing firesusually destroy not on- . 
ly their own homes. They de­
stroy installations such as pow­
er'lines that serve communi­
ties. You are all no strangers to 
how long it takes to restore such 
damaged installations. Fire inci­
dents start and take people by 
sUrprise. 

Responding teams take a bit 
of time to respond. Damage is 
done, leaving people to count 
their losses. Replacement time 
takes a bit of time, leaving pea-

pIe more vulnerable than they 
already are. Facilities are dam­

. aged every year, and we need 
to highlight fire evffits as high 
risk hazards to densely popu­
lated settlements. Where settle­
ments are congested, it adds fu­
el to the fire. They are so close to 
each other. The other hazards 
include the use ofhlghly flam­
mable materials such as reeds, 
bamboo,papyrus,grass,and pol­
ythene to construct such shel­
ters.And the fire moves at such 
terrific speeds that make any 
meaningful response is impos­
sible. That is why identifying 
these latent conditions and ad­
dressing them early helps. For 
efficient mitigation of such haz­
ards,implement robust fire pre­
vention measures to protect fa­
cilities from damage. There is . 
also a need to implement fire 
safeN sessions in the crowded 

How do you iIitend to impact the community after graduation? 

InnocentAryon, 
BscNursing 
I am going to transfer the 
skills I have l~arnt from my 
areas of strength to the com­
munity and Uganda at large. 
I have developed skills in re­
search for patient care us­
ing evidence based interven­
tions. 

f f 

Rashid Esme;Bsc Nursing 
I am going to provide 
pre-marital counselling 
and testing for sickle cell 
anaemia for the commu­
nity in Tororo using the ev­
idence-based nursing re­
search skills I have acquired 
to reduce prevalence of the 
disease. 

Monica Kisakye, 
Dip Nursing 
I hope to do quite a lot in 
Wakiso District to improve 
patient care and manage­
ment using the skills I learnt. 
I now knowthatit is possi­
bleto improve communi-
ty health when you do re­
search. 

settlements more often. Shel­
ters need to be provided with 
fire detection and fighting sys­
tems. There is a need to improve 
the materials used to construct 
these shelters with fire-resist­
ant materials, and the sitting of 
the camps should be such that 
they do not facilitate the speedy 
spread of random fires. 

Decongest the camps so that 
damage cannot bring an entire 
population to its knees. Build 
safer shelters that can with­
stand such mishaps. Promote 
the construction of refugee shel­
ters using earth materials and 
not wood,reeds, timber,or bam­
boo. 

Simon J. Mone Wodobalim, 
Civil Engineer, 
smone@mail.com 

Frederick Muhindo, 
BscNursing 
The knowledge I have ac­
quired has helped me im­
prove my research skills in 
basic nursing and care for 
patients and now I will en­
sure whatever I do to the pa­
tient is backed by research. 
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