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Soroti Universi~ banned for one year . Uganda Athletics unveils ambitious calendar Naluwerere ~ar 
. ~y'.~~.~~!~1 Esiku .................... . 

The 2025-2026. Pepsi 
University Football League 
(UFL) newcomers. Soroti 
University have been sus­
pended for a period of one 
year for breaching the rules 
and regulations that govern 
the university football. 

The Teso-region based in­
stitution that recently joined 
the league was suspended 
by the league disciplinary 
committee having found 
them using ineligible players_ 
during their matches. 

The committ~e du,rmg their 
interrogation foun,d out that 
Soroti University was guilty 
of using two football players 
in the names oOoseph 
Bambaga and David Success 
Osako who were not.in the 

. University football players' 
list and had played against 
YMCA which Soroti won. 

Martine Epecu. one of the 
sports administrators of the 
University football team 
while speaking to Vision 
sport on Tuesday said the 
two players in question are 
true and genuine students 
at University but they were 
not certain if they were 
registered by the sports tutor 

who got involved in a road 
accident along Karuma to 
Arua highway. 

"We .are going to sit to 
overseer and forge away ' 
forward to minimise such 
occurrences in future." said 
Epecu. According to Epecu. 
the . university will be re­
turning to the league during 
the 2026-2027 season which 
starts around May. 

Coach Joseph Emitu said 
the university had demon­
strated a high-level presence 
in the league following 
a goalless draw against 
Busitema university in their 
operung match and 6-1 loss 
to Nkumba University. 

Buddo ss targets title defence 

.~y. .~~.~~~:! Esiku ........ ............. "Our major target this year 
is to retain the national foot-

Buddo Secondary School, ball trophy won during. the 
the chaplpions of the 2025 boy's football in Ngora dis-

. USSSA U-20 Boys football triet and' also in the previous 
is gearing up for a strong elite games championships 
comeback as preparations which was held at St. Joseph 
continue ahead of the 2026 of Nazareth. Kavule, Mpigi. 
USSSA competitions calen- in February 2025." narrates 
dar. which starts with the Agaba 
elite games. According to Agaba, during 
The head coach Ronald Aga- the 2025 elite games Buddo 
ba while speaking to Vision SS managed to collect a . 
Sport, he said the technical number of accolades ob-
team is so far satisfied with tained in Netball. Basketball 
the current situation as they (3x3) and Basketball ball for 
have continued empow- both boys and girls. "So far 
ering players on strength everything is good on our 
and enduraI).ce work for the side. the boys and girls are 
players. as the school is look- receiving expertise from the 
ing forward to retaining the . _ . ....ProfessionalS. we are only 
various trophies won d1.!Iing waiting for the championship 
elite. district, regional and at then we sficill show our fiill 
the national level. colours." he added. 

.~.~~.~!:iel Esiku ...................... . 

Uganda Athletics (UA) has 
officially released its 2026 
calendar. signaling a busy 
year ahead for the sport both 
locally and internationally. 
The season will come with 
new programs and expanded 
competitions. 

Beatrice Ayikoru, the 
General Secretary UA, noted 
that the calendar features in 
both r,gional. national and 
international engagements 
aiming at strengthening 
athletics across all levels. 

"We need to ensure that 
our development programs 

: continue to attract many 
.! athletes and different 
. individuals. We need to see 
youngsters come through the 
grassroots so that they can be 
able to enter the pathway and 
develop so that they represent 
the country in the future." 
explained Ayikoru; 

According to Ayikoru. there 
has been an introduction to 
locally organized runs such 
as the WENRECO sprint run. 
Buhweju mountain run. and 

regional track 'and field rulf. 
Dominic Otucet Uganda 

Athletics president 
expressed his commitment 
to making this tentennial 
year an unforgettable one; 
emphasizing the importance 
of vigorous preparations 
for the upcOming World 
Championships such as world 
indoor championship, world 
relays and Africa senior with 
the aim of nurturing young 
talent through robust youth 
development programs. 

"Our goal is to not only 
witness more Uganda athletes 

qualify for global events 
but also to cultivate a new 
generation of stars who will 
carry the torch of Uganda 
Athletics into the future. 
Otucet said Among those to 
be recognized are the late 
John Akii-Bua, Uganda's first 
Olympic gold medalist in 
the 400m hurdles, Hebron 
Omax Omeda. Patrick Etolu 
and contemporary stars like 
Joshua Cheptegei. the reigning 
Olympic lO,OOOm champion, 
and Peruth Chemutai. the 
Olympic silver medalist in the 
steeplechase. 

OVER 4,000 RUNNERS SET 
.~.~!!~~~ .. ~.~~~~! ...................... . 
More than 4,000 athletes are 
expected to compete in the 
12th edition of the Source 
of the Nile Half Marathon, 
scheduled for this Sunday in 
Jinja City. The race, which was 
revamped in 20 14,.continues 
to grow into one of Uganda's 
most popular road running 
events. 

The competition will also 
serve as Uganda Athletics' 
;(UA) local calendar opener 
for the 2026 season. marking 
the beginning of another year 
of domestic competitions for 
athletes across the country. 

Participants will tackle a 
challenging 21-kilometre 
course that winds through 
the streets of Jinja City, with 
both the starting and finishing 
points set at Health First 
Gym and Fitness Centre. 
Organizers say the route is 
designed to test endurance 
while showcasing the scenic 
beauty of the Source of the 
Nile city. 

In the previous edition 
held in 2025, Mark Kiptoo of 
Arua Athletics Club emerged 
victorious. in the men's race 
after clocking an impressive 
time of 1:01 :56 hours. In 
the women's category, Saibi 
Chebet of Prisons Athletics 
Club claimed top honors with 
a winning time of 1:12:25 

hours. 
Uganda Athletics 

publicity secretary Abdallah 
Muhammed has hailed the 
event for its contribution to 
the growth of athleti.cs in the 
Busoga region and beyond. 

"Every year, the number 
of participants continues to 
increase. Apart from elite 
athletes, we also had school 
children take part as part of 
our development programme .. 
This year's event is going 
to be bigger and even more 
successful." Muhammed said. 

The race has become a key 
platform for ip,entifying and 
nurturing emerging talent, 
especially among young 
runners, while'also promoting 
mass participation in sport 

To motivate competition, 
prize money will be awarded 
to the best performers from 
first to fifth pOSition in each 
category. Winners in the 
elite division will pocket 
sh2,OOO,OOO, while runners­
up will receive sh 1 ,500,000. 

With growing participation. 
competitive rewards and 
national recognition, the 
Source of the Nile Half 
Marathon continues to 
strengthen its status as 
a cornerstone event on 
Uganda's athletics calendar, 
drawing both seasoned 
competitors and aspiring 
runners eager to test 
themselves during one of the 
country's most iconic events of 
the season. 

.~y..~.~J.!~ Bikala ...................... . 

Bugiri:based Naluwerere 
Cubs FC edged visiting Nk­
usi FC 3-2 in a tense penalty 
shootout to win this year's 
Busoga Region U-14 Girls 
Tournamentatflindocha 
Primary School playgrounds ~~. 

on February 4. 
TIre final had ended goalless 

after normal time. forcing the 
contest into penalties where 
Naluwerere held their nerve 
to lift the trophy. 

Earlier in the semifinals, 
Naluwerere eliminated Iganga 
side Light College with a 
2-1 victory. Jane Namukose 
opened the scoring in the '12th 
minute before Sharifa Kagoya 
doubled the lead in the 67th. 
Kagoya nearly grabbed a third 
but squandered a clear chance 
with only goalkeeper Amina 
Mutesi to beat. 

Light College pulled one 
back in the 87th minute after 
Getrude Namusobya was 
fouled in the box by Shanita 
Kyeteme. prompting referee 
Latifa Mutesi to award a pen­
alty. In the shootout final, Sha­
rifa Kagoya. Farida Namudiba 
and Rashida Auma converted 
for Naluwerere, while Harriet 
Nakanjaka and Teddy Akumu 
were on target for Nkusi. 

Tournament organising 
committee chairperson Su­
mayiya Nakirya said the main 
objective of the competition- ' 
is to nurture and develop 
young talent across the region;{ ~ 
She revealed that last year's 
champions, Iganga Queens 
FC, failed to defend their title 
due to financial constraints. 

"I spoke to the club chair­
man who informed me that 
their main sponsor, Nyanka 
Business Enterprise, had 
withdrawn support," Nakirya 
explained. The week-long 
tournament attracted 10 . 

. teams from across the Busoga 
sub-region. 
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