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Relatives, students, 
staff, and even journal­
ists found themselves 
weeping uncontrollably 
as the funeral service 
for Pamela Tumwebaze_ 
began at midday yes­
terday. 

UCU eulogises Tunlwebaze 

BY JESSICASABANO 

A
crowd packed into Nkoyooyo _ 
Hall to capacity and spilled into 
.the freshly paved compound at 

- the Uganda Christian Universi-
ty CUCU) main campus in-Mukono Dis­
trict yesterday, 'with anguish and pain 
from the previous day's tragedy hang­
ing in the air like a heavy cloud. 

Relatives, students, staff, and even 
journalists found themselves weeping 
uncontrollably as the funeral service 
for Pamela Tumwebaze began at mid­
day. 

The UCU community had never wit­
nessed anything so heart-wrencrung 
until Tuesday night's shocking mur­
der of the Director of Students Affairs 
in her homein-Gw?fu Village,Goma Di­
vision, Seeta, Mukono Municipality. 

Tumwebaze, 46, was strangled by an 
unknown assailant while she slept. 

As the service commenced, her two 
sons, Elijah Matsiko, 13, and Noah Mat­
siko, 9, walked to the altar with rela-
tives. -

Elijah was handed the microphone 
first but broke down in tears, unable to 
speak. Relatives rushed to comfort him. . 
When Noah tried.hetoo was overcome ' 
with grief Their tears spread like wild­
fire, and soon the entire congregation 
was sent into grief 

When he recollected himself, Elijah 
said: "We shall miss mum. She has been 
loving to us and prayerful."He was una­
ble to continue. 

Ms Doreen Serunjogi, a close friend' of 
Pamela, revealed that she had been go­
ing through challenges. 

"Pam was going through a lot and 
was trying to put things together," Ms 
Serunjogi said while sobbing. 

She did not divulge what challeng­
es Tumwebaze was facing. "She was 
strong ·when things weren't going well 
for her, and also she remained hum­
ble despite having money," Ms Serun-
jogisaid. . 

She added that Tumwebaze had 

Grief. 
We shall 
miss mum. 
She has been 
loving to us 
and prayerful­
Elijah Matsiko, 
Tumwebaze's 
son. 

started evangelism in hostels, loved her 
job, cherished complimentS, and was 
kind to all. . 

"Pamela loved her fumily deeply and 
was part of a prayer group for Uganda 
and for the mothers of boys. The first 
thing to taik of was her children, she 
distanced herself from rumours, she 
never fought for power, and she loved 
God."Ms Serunjogi said. 

A champion of young people 
Deputy Vice Chancellor David 

Mugawe, while in tears, described 
Tumwebaze as someone wlv> could 
manage the office at allievels._ • 

"She lived and demonstrated a Chris­
tian life and did this with children,"he 
said. 

Tumwebaze was known as Ii tireless 
worker, a champion for young people, 
and a mother figure to many. 

She would call parents late at night, 
never gave up on struggling students, 
and fought for iSsues affecting youth. 
Vice Chancellor Prof Aaron 

Mushengyezi lamented: "We do not 
know the motive of the killer, I pity 
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those Who kill others, it is a curse be­
cau,se of the bloodofpeople,"he said. 
, Prof Mushengyezi said Tumwebaze 
was "like a vice chancellor of this uni­
versity,solving every problem." 

After the speeches, grief swept 
through the hall like a storm. Students 
asked why Pamela was killed, while 
staffwhispered in disbelief 

"Bambi, she loved her children. We 
could see her with them all over the 
compound. the children bambi," some 
staff said amid trembling voices. 

Relatives eventually led the children 
away, still wa,iling, leaving students 
stranded in sorrow. 

Police remain deployed at Tumweba­
ze's home as investigations continue. 
According to her maid, Sharifa Lwan­

tale, Tumwebaze returned home 
around 10pm with her two sons. After 
supper, everyone retired to their rooms. 

At around 2 am, she was strangled and 
left struggling. She was pronounced 
dead shortly after being rushed to Mu­
kono Church of Uganda Hospital. 

Tumwebaze had been living with her 
children and two helpers in her sister's 

The Vice Chan­
celiorofUCE, 
Prof Aaron 
Mushengyezi (L), 
and Dr John Ki­
tayimbwa(right), 
the deputy 
vice chancellor 
for academic 
affairs at UCU, 
pray for the late 
Pamale Tumwe­
baze's sons Elijah 
Matsikoand 
Noah Matsiko 
at Nkoyooyo 
Hall yesterday. 
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Pamela dedicated 23 years of 
service to the institution, wea­
ring many hats with grace and di-
ligence. ~ _ ..- . 

She began as a teaching assis­
tant (September 2003 to June 
2004), then served as tuto-
rial assistant (July 2004 to De­
cember 2008), part-time tuto- . 
rial assistant (January 2013 to . I 
April 2016), administrative as­
sistant (2016 to ApriI2017),-and 
executive assistant (May 2017 to 
July 2022). • 
. She also acted as coordina-_ 
tor ofthe Honours ColI~ge in 
2021, later becoming head ofthe 
Honours College (2(}21 to July . 
2023). Pamela served as exe-
cutive officer (August 2022 to · 
April 2024), acting director of. 
student affairs (October 2023 
to April 2024), and finally direc-
tor of student affairs. She was; 
in every sense, a pillar of the ins-
tttution. -

She started at Uganda Mar-
- tyrs' Primary School (1984 to 

1991), continued at Kinyasano 
Girls' High School for O'Level 
(1992 to 1996), then Kyeizoo­
ba Girls' High School for A'Level 
(1998 to 1999), and finally Ugan­
da Christian University (UCU), 
where she earned a Bachelor 
of Arts in Education (2000 to 
2003). 

She later pursued a Master of 
Arts in Literature-(2007), a Mas­
ter's in Strategic Communica­
tion (2025), and a PhD in Jour~ 
nalism, Media, and.9OriJrriahica-
tion. · -

house. Her sister, who resides in Ire­
land, had left ye<us ago. It is reported 
that she separated from her husband 
about eight years ago and was pursu­
ing a divorce. 

Detectives are said to be following 
multiple leads to bring her killers to 
book,includingwhether she had issues 
at her workplace or in :per personal re­
lationships. 

Tumwebaze will be laid to rest on 
Sunday in Mbarara District., 
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Security guard remanded 
over murder of TikToker 
BY ANTHONY WESAKA 
& CHRISTINE NABATANZI 

ulinde was found dead. He was present­
ed before Grade One Magistrate Nich­
olas Aisu for the formal reading of the 
charges. 

The court heard that under the aggra­
vated robbery charge, Webisa and oth­
ers, still at large, allegedly robbed Nam­
ulinde on February 4 in Kyanja-Kwata 
Zone, Kampala District. The prosecu­
tion alleges that the stolen items includ­
ed an iPhone 17 Pro Max, a Samsung 
Galaxy A15, a power bank, AirPods, a 

KAMPALA: A 22-year-old security 
guard has been charged and remanded 
to Luzira Prison over the alleged rape . THER CASES 
and murder of TikToker and content ... ...... ... ........ . .... -. -.. . -.. -.. ... ... . .. -

creator Diana N:amulinde, 'popularly On SaturdaY, Shivani Asasira, a 
known as Diana Skyz. manager of Dave Hotel and Suites, 

The suspect,Marvin Webisa, who is at- and Lawrence Musinguzi, a guard, 
tached to Gibeon Security SyStem, ap- were stabbed to death in a raid by 
peared before the Kampala City Hall machete-wielding gangs. 
Court and was charged with three cap- Asasira was wife of Super in-
ital offences: murder, rape, and aggra- . tendent of Police Michael Akatu-
vated robbery. vide security at an apartment complex rinda. 

black laptop bag, 19 small handbags 
of different colours, a white suitcase, a 
brown suitcase, seven T-shirts, two pairs 
of canvas shoes, four pairs of flat shoes, 
11 pairs ofhigh heels, two pairs of boots, 
and a pair of purple shoes. 
The State contends that the items 

were valued at more than Shs18 mil­
lion. _ 

" . .. and immediately before or imme­
diately after the time of the said rob­
bery, murdered the said DianaNam-

On November 23, 2025, cri­
minals gunned down the Offi­
cer-in-Charge of Ntawo Police 
Post, Assistant Superintendent of 
Police Emmanuel Bagenda. 
On November 6, 2025, Peter 

Ssekamate, a mobile money agent, 
was shot dead in an attack at his 
business in Nabuta Village, Mu­
kono. 

Webisa had been deployed to pro- [in Kyanja-Kwata Zone, where Nam- --
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ulinde,"the charge sheet reads in part. 
Under the rape charge, the prosecu­

tion alleges that Webisa unlawfully had 
carnal knowledge of Namulinde with­
out her consent on the same day. 
In the third count, the State alleges 

that Webisa, with malice aforethought, 
unlawfully caused Namulinde's death. 

Namulinde's body was recovered 
from her apartment. Police reported­
ly arrested Webisa after some of the 
-suspected stolen items were allegedly 
found in his possessjon. 

The magistrate informed the accused 
that the offences are capital i11 nature 
and triable only by the High Court. He 
was therefore not allowed to enter a 
plea. 

Webisa was remanded to Luzira Pris­
on until March 3 as investigations con­
tinue. 

Under Ugandan law, the offences of 
murder, rape, and aggravated robbery 
carry a maximum sentence of death. 


