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Regional News 

ugiri hospital~s long wait for 
repair offaulty X-ray machine 
For the last three 
years, Bugiri General 
Hospital has failed to 
avail x-ray ~ervices due 
to a broken down x-ray 
machine. 

BY RONALD SEEBE 
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F
or over three years, the X-ray ma­
chine at Bugiri General Hospital 
has been out of service, compel­
ling patients to travel to Jinja Re­

gional Referral Hospital or Mbale Re­
gional Referral Hospital for imaging. 

Others are forced to seek care at pri­
vate facilities, often incurring signifi­
cant out-of-pocket expenses. 
. X-ray services are critical for diag­
nosing and managing several internal 
health conditions such as bone frac­
tures, and diagnosing respiratory and 
cardiova:scular ~ents, among oth-

...... ers. 
The hospital administrators say the 

situation reflects a deeper systemic 
failJ.!Te, as the facility continues to op­
erate Without a basic diagnostic tool, 
leaving both health workers and pa-

-.2..-i6ents with limited options. . 
Mr Julitis Mujumba, the head of the 

!'ldiology department at Bugiri Gen­
eral Hospital, said the lack of diagnos-

• tic equipment has left thousands ofpa­
tients in medical limbo, facing delays, 
miS~ses, and expensive referrals 
to private facilities. 

He explained that although the hos­
pital received an X-ray and an ultra­
sound machine in good working'con­
dition, the X-ray machine sooo broke 
down; with its motherboard failing 
and the screen going black, leaving it 
·unusable. . 

"All concerned are aware as written 
reminders regarding this issue have 
been submitted thJ:ough the district 
health department to the Ministry of 
Health without a response,"he said 

Mr Julius Mt.\iumba shows the faulty X- ray machine. PHOTO/RONALD SEEBE 
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The X-ray machine's mother­
board failed hence a.blank 

.. screen. Mr JuliusMtUumba, 
head of the radiology depart­
ment at Bugiri Genera! Hospi­
tal, said that the hospital awaits 
response from the Ministry of 
Health to sort out the matter. 

Mr Mujumba said ~repairing the 
X-ray machine is costly and complex; 
requiring more than Shs200In. "There­
fore, until the ministry and the repair 
team act, patients will continue to face 
delays, misdiagnoses; and costly refer­
rals,"he said 

He added that Bugiri General Hospi­
tal,situated on the Tororo-Busia High­

. way, serves a high-risk corridor where 

numerous road atcidents occur. 
"Patients often arrive with chest 

pains, bone fractures, and lung condi­
tions; yet we have to refer them'to Jin­
ja or Mbale for X-ray services because 
we are currently un.able to 
provide thern,"Mr Mujum-

chairperson, Mr Kasaijja Mulumba, ex­
pressed frustrations, arguing that the 
situation should have been addressed 
immediately but the district cannot 

raise the funds. 
He said Bugiri District L9-

cal Government is ac­
basaid. 

Bugiri General Hos­
pital, which serves 
Bugiri, Namayingo; 

. Namutumba, and 
Bugw~ District dis­
tricts, was coostruct­
edin1950. 

SHs200M 
tively engaging the 

Ministry of Health 
. fo ensure an in­

creased budget for 
health services in 
the district. 

However, the facility 
has never had a major 
rehabilitation or expan­
sion to handle the growing 

NEEDED TO REPAIR · 
THE X-RAY 
MACHINE 

He, however, ex­
pressed hope that 

through the dis­
trict's proposals, the 

government has allo­
cated over ShsBo trillion 

for the reconstruction and 
equipping of the facility. 

number of patients amid lack 
of essential equipment and staff short­
ages. 

Local politicians, like Bugiri District 
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Ee replaces 
Butebo 
Returning 
Officer 
BY MUDANGHA KOLYANGHA 

BUTEBO. The Electoral Commis­
sion has appointed Ms Beatrice 
Apolot as the new Returning Of­
ficer for Butebo District, replacing 
Mr Martin Musoke. 

The replacement comes at a time 
when the election of the district 
LC5 and directly electe'd district 
councillors, scheduled for January 
22, was deferred to February 17. 

Electoral Commission (EC) sus­
pended the elections following 
gross irregularities that character-. 
ised the ef{ercise and it is alleged 
that Mr Musoke was at the centre of 
these vices. 

Chaos . 
The exer:cise meant to be a rou­

tine local election in the eastern dis­
trict ofButebo spiralled into chaot­
ic scenes of violence, destruction, 
massive ballot stuffing, and halted 
democracy. 

This forced EC to suspend all dis­
trict-level elections, a rare and dra­
matic move that has raised ques­
tions about the integrity of the elec­
toral process and state of political 
stability at the grassroots. 

According to the press release Qat· 
ed February 3, signed by the Com­
mission chairperson, Justice Si­
mon Byabakama, the EC informed 
stakeholders that the polling dates 
for Local Government council elec­
tions in electoral areas where vot­
ing was not done on the previous­
ly appointed dates due to unfore­
seen circumstances had been re­
scheduled 

"We needed ample time to ade­
quately prepare for the called-off 
elections," the deputy EC spokes­
person,Mr Paul Bukenya said 

The candidates are Mr James OkU­
rut (Incumbent), Mr Samuel Ked­
di (NRM),Mr Isaac Kimbugwe (Ind) 
'andMr Yassin L6bba(FDC). 
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MBARARA. Mbarara Regional Re­
femil Hospital is grappling with over­
whelming patient numbers amid lim-

-ned space, ageing infrastructure, and a 
constrained budget, hospital adminis­
trators have said. 

Acting hospital director, Dr Deus 
Twesigye revealed that the 93-year-old 
hospital is operating far beyond its in­
tended capacity.This was during a tour 
of the faci,lity by Inspector General of 
Government (lGG) Justice Aisha Nalule 
Batala on Wednesday. 

The hospital was originally built to 
--...:"£commodate 270 beds, but currently 

has 554 beds squeezed into the same 
space to cope ~th the growing patient 
load. 

"With narrow spaces, it becomes dif­
ficult for the medical staff to work on 
patients. Additionally, the plumbing 
and infrastructure'continually breaks 
down,"Dr Twesigye said. 

He added that congestion has forced 
the hospital· to admit-some patients 
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Mbarara hospital grapples with high number of patients 

Justice Aisha Nalule Batala, the Inspector General of Government (right), 
tours the hospital on Wednesday. P.HOTO/FELIX AINEBYOONA 

in tents and verandas, with others re­
portedly sleeping on the floor or under 
beds during peak periods. 
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es find it hard to operate efficiently,"he 
said. 

Dr Twesigye said the hospital's chal­
lenges are compounded'by referi-aIs 

from neighbouring regional referral 
hospitals due to the specialised servic­
es offered in Mbarara,including neum­
surgery,urology, and cancer treatment. 

According to hospital records, the fa­
cility receives about 600 outpatients 
daily and handles between 500 and 
570 inpatients every night. . 

Despite the heavy patient load, the 
hospital still operates on a Shs2.8 bil­
lion budget for medicines and sun­
dries,supplied by the National Medical 
Stores every two months. Dr Twesigye 
said the funding falls far short of the es­
timated Shs52 billion needed to ade­
quately cater for all patients. 

"We are overwhelmed both in terms 
of service delivery and medicines," he 
said, adding that the hospital needs to 
be upgraded to a national referral fa­
cility to better serve residents of the 
Ankole sub-region. 

Duringthevisit,the IGG and her team 
observed~sl~on the floor 
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and in tents outside the wards,prompt-
ing concern. 

Mr Savio Kakooza Ntensibe, the di­
rector of Ombudsman Affairs at the 
Inspectorate of Government, said the 
team had also noted cases of alleged 
misconduct by some medical staff 

"There are still medics who solic­
it money from patients, and we have 
found medical equipment lying idle 
despite government investment,"he 
said. . 

He cited a newly procured ultrasound 
machine that had not been deployed 
due to lack of space. 

"The hospital director has agreed to 
deploy the machine and improvise 
with curtains so that patients can ac­
cess services,"he added. 

The ombudsman said her visit was 
prin!arilY a courtesy call but urgedhos­
pital management 4Ild local leaders to 
promptly report any irregularities to 
the Inspectorate. . -
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