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Open letter to President 
Museveni on agriculture 

Your Excellency, , . 
I hope this message finds you well. I write to i'emind you 

of the memorable visit you made to Nyakijurnba Village 
KatokyeParish,K'{anamira Sub-county in Kabale District 
on your way to officiate at the National Tarehe Sita cele­
brations at National Teachers College (NTC) Kabale. 

It was ajoyful Friday morning when your convoy 
stopped in our village. The community rushed to wel­
come you with songs,dances and ululations. Many res-

_ idents whispered with excitement, saying it was a rare 
golq.en opportunity to see and interact with you for the 
first time. Your presence brought hope and inspiration to 
many people iIi our community. 

During your interaction with us, you asked about ag­
.riculture in our villiige.I explained that most residents 

_ practise fanning on a small scale mainly due to limited 
land and resources. 

You encouraged us and promised to support able furm­
ers by sponsoring them 10 visit demonstration furms so 
they can acquire modern agricultural skills and improve 
productivity. You also emphasised the importance of us­
ihg fertilisers to improve soil fertilityand increase pro-

uCtion. 
Your Extellency,agriculture remains the backbone of 

our livelihood.However,many youth in our sub-county, 
despite holding academic degrees,remain unemployed. 
Some have turned to agriculture while others operate bo­
da bodas to support themselves and their fumilies. With 
proper support,skills training and exposure,agriculture 
can become a reliable source of income for many young 
people. 

In September 2024,1 had the opportunity to attend the 
Western Region Farm Camp hosted by StAgatha Girls 
Kakore in Rubanda District. The camp attracted schools 
from across western Uganda and provided uS with expo­
sure visits to demonstration furms in Rwanda During the 
visit,I gained practical knowledge in piggeryjuice pro­
duction and value addition.Although I lacked sufficient 
capital,I managed to start a small piggery project using 
the skills I acquired. This experience strengthened my be­
lief that training and exposure can transform funning in 
our communities. 

Our sup-county is also home to leaders who have ben­
efited from agricultural exposure programmes.Mr Keith 
Rwamahe, the ~anamira Sub-county NRM chairper­
son, was sponsored by the Ministry of Finance in October 
2018 to visit Israel where he studied irrigation and horti­
culture.Additionally,the district NRM chairperson,Mrs 
Bridget Asinga,also hails from this area. These exampleS 
show that when leaders and farmers are exposed to mod­
ern funning techniques, they can contribute greatly to ag­
ricultural development. 

Your Excellency, on November 26,2025, you hostedjour­
nalists from the Kigezi Sub-region at your Irenga Coun­
try Home in Ntungamo District. Unfortunately, I did not 
get the opportunity to discuss agriculture in detailMany 
furmers and residents who listened to your message re­
main hopeful and optimistic that you will fulfill your ear­
lier promise to support agricultural development in our 
area. 

TPerefore, we request you to grant us time for a meeting 
or discussion where furmers, youth and stakeholders can 
share ideas and explore ways of improving agriculture in 
our community. 

We remain grateful for your continued commitment to 
community development and look forward to your posi­
tive response. .. 
Israel AlexAhumuza, 
aahumuza86@gmail.com 
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LETTER OF THE DAY 

.If Kiira Motors is to succeed~ 
Parliament must.lead the way 

For' years, the phrase "Buy 
Uganda,Build Uganda"has been 
invoked to encourage domes­
tic consumption and industri­
al growth. But slogans alone do 
not build industries. Do they? 

Kiiia Motors is the hope that 
Uganda can move from being a 
consumer of finished products 
to becoming a producer; that 
Ugandan engineers can design, 
assemble, and refine vehicles; 
and that the country can partic-

. ipate meaningfully in the global 
transition to cleaner transport. 
If the government is serious 

about building a domestic au­
tomotive industry, then Parlia­
ment should consider procur­
ing vehicles from Kiira Motors 
for each member of Parliament 
instead of giving out cash. 

Suppose our 500 plus Mem­
bers of Parliament collectively 
purchase over 500 vehicles from 
Kiira Motors. Wouldn't it pro­
vide a measurable test of pro­
duction capacity? 

Can Kiira Motors produce 
hundreds of vehicles within p. 
defined timeline? 

Can it maintain consistent Uganda, like many other coun­
quality standards? Can it coor- tries, faces increasing climate 
dinate supply chains efficiently? risks. By promoting electric ve­
Large purchases by MPs would hicles, it positions itself as a for­
teS' pro u on capacrrv,ae:r.v=-""'--'w= aro-rOOlQi'i:g and envrronmen­
ery timelines, and operational tally responsible country. So, if 
performance metrics. Parliament adopts EVs, it will 

. Also, such a large order from . be demonstrating leadership 
Parliament would demonstrate in reducing emissions and em­
that Kiira Motors is not a politi- bracing 'Sustainable transport. 
cal showcase but q credible au- When leaders model sustain­
tomotivemanufadurer. able choices, they normalise 

Kiira Motors needs investors, them for society. 
both local and foreign. Investor If the government wants Kiira 
confidence depends on cred- Motors to move beyond proto­
ible commitment. What mes- types to large-scale production, 
sage does it send when our very it must create the conditions for . 
own MPs express a lack of con- growth. Guaranteed demand 
fidence in the local automotive is the foundation of industri­
industry? al growth, and yet, to wit, one 
there is also another broad- of the greatest challenges fac­

er dimension: climate change. ing Kiira Motors is demand un-

certainty. Without guaranteed 
orders, scaling production be­
comes hard, slows down invest­
ments, and ~tes inconsistent 
supp aIDS. That s w y am 
of the opinion that a huge pro­
curement by 500 plus MPs is by 
far the most effective tool avail­
able. 

I am aware that there are in­
frastructure gaps like the ab­
sence of charging stations in 
most remote areas of the coun­
try, no EV maintenance and ser­
vice centres, and an unreliable 
electricity supply. 

After our honorable MPs face 
these challenges, they will ask a 

. difficult but necessary question: 
Why is Uganda investing more 
in vehicle production than in 
the essential infrastructure re-

quired to sustain electric mobil­
ity? These infrastructura1 gaps 
will illuminate where transfor­
mation is needed since MPs are 
ffie policy makers. 

Kiira Motors shouldn't just be 
a ceremonial project unveiled 
during state functions ififs tru­
ly part of our country's long­
term development strategy. 

MPs have an opportunity to 
drive that strategy; quite literal­
ly, forward. We want to see MPs 
make a declaration that Uganda 
is ready to back its own vision 
with action. . 

LubegaJ.Ashim, 
Lawyer. 
lubegaashim3@gmail.com 
@~Iubeg~ (X) 

What skiDs have you acquired from education at AgaKhan University? 

Marvin Wamani,BscNursing 
I have understood in-depth, 
disease diagnosis and pa­
tient examination. The.re­
sults will now be more vis­
ible due to the knowledge I 
have acquired because it is 
now possible to use one drug 
to treat a patient. 

Paul Tumusiime, Masters 
Degree inEducation 
I specialised in mathemat­
ics.! identified the tool that 
helps to identify chilcj.ren 
with mathematics learning 
difficulties,a behavioural 
disorder known as attention 
deficiency disorder,children 
can't focus . 

Fausta Nagawa, 
BscNursing 
How to handle patient infor­
mation with confidentiality, 
self-esteem,critical thinking 
and how to be passionate 
about my job as a nurse. 

ZamNakimbugwe, 
BscNursing 
Iac~confidence, 
self-esteem, critical thinking, 
inter-personal skills, conflict 
resolution, time manage­
ment and IT skills 

. .. 


