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KAMPALA. North Carolina (NC) State 
University in the United States of Amer· 
ica has named Ugandan academic, 

_ Prof Moses Khisa, a University Facul­
j ty Scholar, ill recognition of outstand­

"~ achievements in research, teaching 
and service to the university communi-
ty and beyond. 

ProfKhisa,a colmnnist with this news­
paper,is part of20 early and mjd-career 
professors, drav.p. from the university's 
different colleges, that constitute NC 
State University's 2025-26 class ofUni­
versity Faculty Scholars. 

"Since the program's inception in 
2012,298 faculty have been named Uni­
versity Faculty Scholars. These faculty 
members carry the title for the dura­
tion of their faCUlty -appointment at NC 
State and receive' an increase to their 

Monitor columnist recognised for outstanding achievement 
base salary,"the largest university in the 
Carolinas disclosed in a statement. 

The University Chancello:r;Kevin How­
ell, will host a reception honouring the 
new class ofUniversity Faculty Scholars 
on March 23. 
"[ .•. J the University Faculty Schol­

ars program recognizes and rewards 
emerging academic leaders and schol­
ars among NC State's tenured and ten­
ure-track faculty,"Howell, who himself" 
earned his Juris Doctor in La,w in the 
Carolinas with University ofNolth Car­
olina at Chapel Hill, wrote in a letter to 
ProfKhisa. 
ProfKhisa'~ research and teaching in­

terests are in Comparative Politics and 
International Political Economy, with a 
focus on Africa Prof Moses Khisa 

He has conducted field research in 
several African nations including Ethi­
opia, Ghana, Tanzania, Rwanda lind 
Uganda, and worked on three books,in­
cluding an anthology,"Autocratisation 
in Contemporary Uganda," published 
in 2024 and serialised in this newspa­
per. The book was acclaimed as a major 
contribution just as another, "Africa's 
New Global Politics," a monograph he 
wrote with Prof Kiki Edozie, a Nigerian 
scholar at University of MaSsachusetts 
in Boston. He also co-edited, with Prof 
Chri,stopher Day,"Rethinking Civil-Mil· 
itary Relations'in Africa" 

The holder of five degrees, includ­
ing a Master's and PhD in Political Sci­
ence from Northwestern University in 
the United States, a Bachelor's and~-

ter's from Makerere University, he has 
more than 20 peer-reviewed articles 
and book chapters under his belt. He is 
currentlywriting a book on "African Po­
litical Thought and Civil Military Rela­
tions" after recently completing co-ed­
iting and contributing entries to an En­
cyclopedia of African Politics to be pub­
lished later this year. 

ProfKhisa is a tenured Associate Pro­
fessor of Political Science in the School 
of Public and International Affairs, 
with ajoint appointment in the Afri­
cana Studies programme. He is also a 
non-resident research fellow in the de­
partment of political science at Stellen­
bosch University and was a visiting Pr0-
fessor at the Stellenbosch Institute for 
Advanced Study, both in South Africa 
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. Observer~ say this will 
definitely create a stiffer 
competition for bright 
students from the top 
academic giants. 

BY MONITOR TEAM 

T
raditional academic POWerhouses­
in the country are set to raise cut­

, ~ffpoin~ for students joining Sen­
ior Fivethis year dueto a betterper-­

formanceinlastYear'sO-Levelexamina­
tions. 

According to the Senior Four examina­
tions released by Uganda National Ex·, 
aminations Board (Uneb) on Fri~the 
second cohort of competence-based cur­
riculum candidates exhibited a high de­
gree of crib,;;al thinking in all subjects. 

Observers S3¥ thi& will definitely create 
a stiffer competition for bright students 
from the top academic giants like King's 
College, Budo, St Mary's College, Kisubi, 
Nabisunsa Girls and GayazaHigh School 

The overall results show that 428,628 
candidates (99.61 percent) out of 
429,949 who sat for the 2025 UCE exam­
ination passed and qualified to join Sen­
ior Five, compared to 350,146 candidates 
(98.1 percent) who passed in 2024. 

"Higher exceptional levels of achieve­
ments are noted in Christian Religious 
Education, Geography and English lan­
guage compared to 2024. More candi­
dates have achieved higher .levels of C 
and above in 2025 compared to 2024. 
This is R.wte-encouraging in the scienc­
es where percentages of candidates who 
have not achieved at least the D level 
have dropped verysignificantly,"Mr Dan 
Odongo, Uneb's executive director, said 
on Friday. 

, He saidfemale candidates demonstrat­
ed higher achievement levels in English 
Language and Christian ~ous Edu­
cation 

"!n,theothersubjects-History and Po­
liticalEducation,Geography,Mathemat­
ics,Agriculture,Physics, Chemistry and 
Biology-the proportions offemales in 
the exceptional and outstanding levels 
are slightly lOWer than that ofmales,"he 
added. 
The percentage of candidates who 

don't qu~ fot UCE certificates also 
dropped very significantly from 1.9 per­
cent to only 0.31 percent. 

Under the new grading system rolled 
out last year, all candidates who attain 
grades A to D'in the nine subjects qual­
ify for the UCE certificate. However, top 
schools will admit only candidates with 
As and possibly SOme Bs basing the sub-
ject combination. . 

Improve(lperformance set to 
trigger S5 cut-offpoints~hike 
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Joshua Ajuna celebrates with his mother after scoring 5As and 4Bs from 5t 
Klaus Secondary School, Bufu'lio in Kye'liojo District. PHOTO/ALEX ASHABA 

Exception to the rUe 
On the other hand, some schools in ru­

ral areas that, on the whole, performed 
worse than those in urban areas, are 
primed to lower the ba:r; admitting can­
didates with Cs,Ds as they seek to attract 
more students. 

Candidates who scored only Es in all 
the subjects offered don't qualify to 'Oil} 

S5 and these account for 1,321 of the to­
tal number of candidates who sat the 
exams compared to 6,974 who failed in 
2024. ' 

Last year, top schools lik~ Mt St Mary's 

Namagunga,Ntare Scllool,Kings College 
Budo aclmitted only candidates who 
scored A and B grades in the nine sub­
jects. But to qualify for a Science combi­
nation in S5, one could have scored on­
ly As in all three subjects they opted for 
at A-Level. 

Haweve:r; some academic giants slight­
ly relaxed the criteria to absorb those 
-Him 6fa.des up to C in selected subjects. 
Schools such as Nabisunsa Girls, Elite 
High School, Entebbe, Sacred Heart SS 
Mushanga, Tororo Girls, Mengo SS, Mary 
Hill High School, Mbarara, Gombe 

HOW SELECTION WILL 
BE DONE 
.. compUieri'seif placeiTient 'is : .... 
based on the original choices 
made by a candidate and his or 
her performance in the best '. 
subjects. 

This is the second cohort of 
54 candidates who sat the new 
competency-based cuniculum 
(CBC). Under the esc, students 
are not graded using the 
traditional distinctions as it was 
in·past Years. 

However, learners' 
achievements in each subject 
are assessed using letter grades 
AtoE. 

"A- means exceptional 
performance, followed by "B- for 
outstanding, .C" for satisfactory, 
and "0- for basic performance, 
with ·E- as the lowest grade 
and representing elementary 
achievement. A candidate is 
eligible for placement in 55 
ifhe or she llas obtained a 
competence level grade or 0 in 
at least one subject. 

For instance, if a student wants 
to study History, Economics 
and Geography,then he or she 
should have A, B, C or 0 in any of 
those three subjects for him to 
be given the combination. 
The letter grades, according to 

Uneb, were arrived at through 
systematic and technical 
processes (statistical and 
psychometric), which combine 
the leamer's score based on 
Continuous~entdone 
at school and accounted for 
20 percent, with end-o.f-cycle 
examination score accounting 
for the remaining 80 pe,rcent. 

among others, admitted candidates 
with grades from A up to C in selected 
subjects. 

Mr Leonard Ssali, the head teacher ofSt 
Noa Mawaggali Secondary School, said 
as was the case last yea:r; student admis­
sion and subject placement will depend 
onind¥dual academic performance. 

"Learners will be guided to select ap­
propriate subject combinations that 
match their strengths, enabling them 
to pursue relevant courses and career 
paths in the future,"he told Sunday Mon- , 
itor. 

Mr Erasmus Kanyerezi, a veteran ca­
reer guidance expert and head teacher 
ofKinuuka Seed School, Lyantonde Dis­
trict, said urban schools often attract 
more applicants due to betterinfrastruc­
ture,electricity,water supply, and accessi­
bility, while SOII).e rural schools struggle 
to fill capacity. 

"It is the demand and limited space 
that drive cut-off points, not necessari· 
ly the grading system. When demand in­
creases, fees mav rise. That is where the 
Ministry comes in as a regulator during 
selection to guard against exploitation," 
he said. -

Oecolonising education 
The former director of studies at Kings 

College Budo added that this year's UCE 
results reflect Uganda's shift from a colo­
nial-style education system to a more in­
clusive,competency-based curriculum. 

"The previous system would subject a 
learner to a two-hour examination after 
studying for years. Depending on your 
mental state that day, you would either 
pass with distinctions or be labelled a 
fuilure,-he said. 

"The assessment has shifted to a broad­
er and more continuous approach that 
evaluates learners across multiple com­
petencies,including cognitive ability, af­
fective skills (attitudes and values), and 
psychomotor skill, "he added. 

Bro Martin Wanambwa, the head 
teacher ofSt Henry's College,Kitovu, ex­
plained that the improved performance 
would not affect their cut-off points 
since the primary goal of the selection 
exercise is to ensure that all students .. ~ 
who qualify are admitted. 

"The purpose of the selection exercise 
is to place all students who qualify at the 
next level. The most important thing is 
to ensure that learners are placed and 
continue with their academics,"he said. 

Selection for S5 entrants shall runfroin 
February 18 to February 19 and their 
first term will commence on March 5. 

Compiled by AI Mahdi 5senkabirwa, 
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