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National Ne~s 

ShSl.5Dl pocket Dloney 
row ·draws govt rebuke· 
The Ministry ofEduca­
tion and Sports says 
parents must rethink 

. how much money they 
give children in school. 

BY KARIM MUYOBO 
". :.' . 

A
s Senior One and Senior Five stu­
dents prepare to report for first 
term, the Ministry of Educa­
ti6n and Sports has cautioned 

. parents and guardians against giving 
learners excessive pocket money, warn­
ing'that the trend is fostering unrealis­

. tic expectations, particularly in board­
ing schools. 

The warning follows a recent case 
that went viral on social media in 
which a learner reportedly refused 
to return to school after being given 
Shs500,000 as pocket money, arguing 
that the amount was too little com­
pared to what his peers receive. . 

cOnfrontation 
In a widely circulated video, the boy 

said: "It is a fact that my mother does 
not give me sufficient pocket mon­
ey for schooL Most of my friends come 
with something like Shsl.5m and 1 feel 
it is very small and embarrassing. Last 
term she gave me Shs400,ooo and this 
time 1 will be satisfied with Shsl.5m." 

The video triggered widespread de­
bate among parents, educators and pol­
icYlhakers about what many describe 
as a ·growiag cultur~ of extravagant 
spending among learners, especially in 
urban boarding schools. 

Speaking during the Senior One selec­
tion ex:e~e at UMA Grounds in Lugo­
go, Kampala, on Friday, the Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry of Education 
and Sports, Dr Kedrace Turyagyenda, 
said parents must rethink how much 
money they give children in school 

A child with her luggage in downtown Kampala on the day when schools re- . 
opened for term one on February 10. PHOTO/GEOFREY MUTUMBA 

"We need to guide our parents. For in­
stallCe,Shsl.5 million can support some 
children in primary school for up to 
two years, yet a learner wants it as pock­
et money in a boarding school where 
meals and utilities such as water and 
electricity are already provideej.,"Dr Tu­
iya~erida said. ; 

She noted that in boarding schools, 
learners' basic needs are largely catered 
for by institutions. 

"This child is in a boarding school 
where breakfast, lunch and dinner are -
provided. He is not contributing to elec­
tricity or water because the school is al­
ready paying. Parents should help chil­
dren understand that the world is not as 
simple as it appears when they receive 
money from parents and guardians,"sh~ 
added. 

Dr Turyagyenda urged parents to in­
still responsible financial habits in their 
children, saying pocket money should 
be reasonable and guided by actual 
need rather than peer presSl]Je. 

In a separate interview, educationist 
Fragil Mandy said while it is difficult to 
prescribe a standard amount for every 
learner, parents should carefully assess 
what their children truly require. 
. "You cannot dictate an exact figure for 
every parent, but the amount should be 
reasonable. Parents must calculate what 
their children actually need," Mr Mandy 
said. 

"Giving excessive money does not 
teacl1 financial discipline; instead, it en­
courages wasteful spending. What does 
a child need Shs 1.5m for at school?" he 
added. 

Concerns over 'promo parties' 
At the same time, the ministry has 

warned school administrators.against 
charging learners extra money for unau­
thorised programmes and activities, in­
cluding tl}e increasingly popular "pro­
mo parties"for candidate classes. 

Promo parties - often organised at 
the end of the academic cycle for Pri­
mary Seven, Senior Four and Senior 
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WHY GOVT CONCERN 

Education officials say excessive 
pocket money in boarding 
schools: 

-Fuels peer pressure and 
unhealthy competition. 

. - . 
-Encourages wasteful spending 
habits· 

-Undermines financial discipline 
among leamers. 

- Creates inequality between 
students. 

- Distracts learners from 
academics. 

Six candidates - have in recent years 
evolved into elaborate events in some 
schools. They sometimes involve expen­
sive clothing, salon services,photography, 
entertainment and hired venues,pIacing 
additional financial strain on parents . 

"I still hear concerns that some of you 
are asking learners to pay extra mon­
ey for certain programmes. 1 have a few 
names, but 1 hear many such reports.! al­
so hear that candidate classes are being 
encouraged to buy special outfits and 
spend money on salon services for these 
activities,"Dr Turyagyenda said. 

"I am not impressed by that. 1 there­
fore appeal to you to resist pressure from 
these young people. You are expected to 
guide them and help them understand 
that there is a time for everything," she 
added. 
The ministry also cautioned head 

teachers against allowing unauthorised 
organisations to introduce programmes 
or materials in schools without clear­
ance. 

"Ensure that no unauthorised or inap­
propriate programmes or materials are 
accepted in your school, some of which 
are brought in by non-governmental or­
ganisations and o.ther actors. Please be 
careful,"she said. 

The ministry further urged schools to 
strengthen engagement with parents 
and communities, promote meaningful 
parental participation in learners' educa­
tion; and maintain safe, learner-friend­
ly environments supported by effective 
guidance and counselling services. 
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veE results: Sciences trail arts despite improved teacher pay 
BY DAVclD WALUGEMBE 

KAMPALA. The'2025 Uganda certif­
icate of Education WCE) .results have 
reignited debate within the education 
"SeCtar after arts subjects outperfurmed 
sciences, despite government efforts in 
recent years to prioritise and enhance 
remuneration for science teachers. 

Data released by the Uganda National 
Examinations Board (Uneb) shows that 
science subjects recorded a decline in 
top grades, with more candidates clus­
tering in average performance bands. 
In contrast, arts subjects -led by Chris­
tian Religious Education (CRE) - post­
ed stronger results. 

Of the 432,163 candidates who sat the 
examinations from 3,975 centres, 99.69 
percent qualified to progress to post­
ueE institutions. Female candidates 
accounted for 52.7 percent of the total 
candidature. 

Uneb ExecutNe Director Daniel Od­
ongsaid candidates particularlystrug. 
~~fue~aloompmentsm 
science subjects;whichrequire ieamers 
to interpret scenarios, develop hypoth· 
eses, ana apply problem·solving skills 
in real-life contexts - core principles of 
the neW Curriculum. 

In Physics, the percentage of candi­
dates scoring A dropped to 0.8 percent 
in 2025 from 1.9 per cent in 2024, while 
B grades declined to 15.5 percent from 
"20.7 percent. Similar trends were re­
corded in Chemistry and Biology. 

Mathematics also registered a drop 
in A grades from 3.8 per cent in 2024 to 

. 1.5 per cent in 2025, although Band C 
grades improved 
. By -contrast, arts subjects posted 
stronger performances. CRE led the 
group, followed by Geography, English 
Language, and Art and Design. Perfor­
mance in History and Political Educa­
tion slightlyideclined b1!t rewained rel-

t~ 

at:Wely stablecomparedto sciences. 
11le results have revived sq:utiny1>f 

the~overnment's 2022 decision to en­
hance salaries for Science -teachers 
while Arts teachers remainednnlow­
erpay scples, a policy intended to boost 
science education and address staffing 
shortages. 

Dr Maria Gorreti Nakabugo, the exec: 
utive director ofl1WE'lO, said while im­
proved pay may have helped address 
retention challeng~ in sciences, it has 
not resolved systemic issues such as in­
adequate infrastructure, limited teach­
erupskilling,andresourcegaps. . 

"We need to interrogate Whether the 
issue is about resources or the prepa­
ration of science teachers themselves," 
she said, calling for balanced motiva­
tion across disciplines. 
Mr Hasadu Kirabira, the national 

chairperson of the National Private 
Educational Institutions Association 
(NPEM), cite<i;teacher shortages 
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Gaps: 
Science.subjects de­
mand functionallabora­
tones and practical ex­
'posure. Many schools, 

especiaUy in rural areas, cannot 
afford these equipment; Hasadu 
Kirabira, national chairperson of 
the National Private Educational 
Institutions Association 

'We need to interrogate whether 
the issue [on science subjects] is 
about resources or the prepara­
tion ohcience teachers themsel­
ves," Dr Maria Gorreti Nakabugo, 
the. Executive Director ofUWEZO 

the high cost oflaboratory equipment 
as major constraints. 
. :'Science subjects demand function­

allaboratories and practical exposure. 
Many schools"especially in rural 
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-
cannot afford equipment."he said. 
Mr Filbert Baguma,the.general ·~ 

tary of the Uganda National Teac1l.ers' 
Union (Unatu), added that last year's 
teachers'strike disrupted leaining and 
may have affected perfonnance, 

"We expect the government to address 
the teache~ welfare. They are in the 
budgeting process. While teachers re­
turned to school, they are waiting to see 
what government will do,"he said. 

He urged authorities to equip schools ., .. 
with modern teaching facilities, noting 
that some ~tutions lack electricity,so-
lar power, and basic instructional mate­
rials, especially in rural~. 

Findings in the 2025 Auditor General's 
report reinforce these concerns. At least 
136 government schools reportedl'! 
lack science laboratories, while 270 op­
erate with inadequately equipped labs. 
Additionally, 182 schools lack libraries, 
and 233 have libraries without essential 
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