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65~OOO advised to repeat 
p. 7 after lDissing S.t slots 
The two-day selection, 
which ended ~:>n Friday, 
drew close to 2,000 
secondary schools. 

BY KARIM MUYOBO& JACINTA 
MARIA KANNYANG£ .. , 

The government has advised at 
least 65,720 candidates who sat 
the 2025 Primary Leaving Exam-­

_ ination CPLE) to repeat Primary 
Seven after missing out on placement : 
into Senior One during thejust-con- : 
cluded national selection exercise. ' : 

The two-day selection, which ended : 
on Friday at UMA Hall in Lugogo, drew : 
close to 2,000 secondary schools that : 
gathered to pick learners for the 2026 : 
Senior One intake. .: 
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Officials at the MinistrY of Education : 
and Sports said 722,720 candidates : 
passed the 2025 PLE, representing 9'1 : School administrators participate in the Senior One selection exercise at UMA Hall in Lugogo, Kampala, last Thurs-
percen! 'ofthe total who sat the exam- : day_ PHOTO! GEOFREY MUTUMBA / 
inations. Of these, at least 657,000 are : 
expected to transition to Senior One : ted to 1,521 government secondary 
in government and private secondary : schools under both the Universal Sec­
schools across the country. : ondary Education (USE) and non-USE 

Ms Frances Atirna, the head of the Di- : programmes. 
rectorate of Education Standards and : Addressing school administrators 
chairperson of the Senior One Place- : at the close of the exercise, the Penna­
mentConunittee,saidmorethan3,2oo : nent Secretary in the Ministry of Ed­
priVate secondary schools will absorb : ucation and Sports, Dr Kedrace Tu­
an estimated 384,000 learners during : ryagyenda, urged head teachers to en­
the 'main exercise and subsequent ad- : sure transparency and fairness in han­
missions. . : dling complaints from parents and 

"In t~tal, we expect at least 657,000 : candidates who may be dissatisfied 
Primary Seven leavers out of the : with the outcomes. 

ditional consideration, including chil­
dren with disabilities and those who 
may not have excelled in written ex­
aminations but face unique circum­
stances. She further called on schools 
to prepare for learners from multi~-

THE KEY NUMBERS 

·722,720 passed the 2025 PLE. 
~ 

·657,000 expected to join 
Senior One in 2026. 722,720 candidates who passed PLE to : "We know you must have observed 

join Senior One,"Ms Atima said. : fairness .in your selection, depend-
She added tha,t the remaining nine : ing on merit and also on the choices ·65,720 advised to repeat 

percent have been guided to explore al- : made by ymmg people and their faIn- - Primary Seven. 
ternative pathways, including repeat- : ilies.However,some parents and learn­
ing Primary Seven to improve their : ers may not be satisfied with what you 
grades. : have done over these two days,'"Dr Tu-

"Those who did not pass have also : ryagyendasaid. 
been advised by the minister to consid- : Dr Turyagyenda also reminded 
errepeatingPl;imarySeven,"shesaid. : schools to be mindful of special cate­

At least 273,000 learners were admit- : gories oflearners who may require ad-

·273,000 admitted to 1,521 
govemment schools. 

'384,000 projected tojoin over 
3,200 private schQOls. 

. . 

tural and international backgrounds, 
including refugees and children of dip­
lomats recently posted to Uganda 

The Minister of State for Primary Ed­
ucation,Ms Joyce Kaducu Moriku, who 
represented First Lady and Education 
Minister Janet Museveni, described the 
Senior One selection as a critical mile­
stone in learners'academicjourneys. 

"The Senior One selection exercise 
is not merely an administrative pro­
cedure; it is a gateway of opportuni­
ty. It represents hope for learners, con­
fidence for parents, and responsibility 
forinstitutions,"she said. 

She emphasised the need to uphold 
government policies on access and eq­
ui~ urging schools to give due consid­
eration to vulnerable and disadvan­
taged learners while maintaining re­
gional balance and merit. 

The first term for Senior One 2026 is 
scheduled to begin on March 2,2026. 
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Teso College posts better VCE results after year of discord 
BY SIMON PETER EMWAMU 

KAMPALA. After a year of bitter dis­
putes between former students and the 
school administration over declining' 
academic performance, Teso College 
Aloet, one ofTeso's traditional schools, 
has posted significantly improved re­
sults in the 2025 Uganda Certificate of 
Education (UCE) examinations com­
pared to 2024. ' . 
In the lead-up to the 2026 academic 

year, many alumni, who hatt previous­
ly raised concerns about the school's 
performance, were reportedly removed 
from key social media platforms used 
for developmental discussions. 

However; the 2025 UeE results 
brought a sense of relief, prompting , 
calls for the school management to sus-

tain the upward trajectory. 
The-2025 reSults.placed Teso College 

Aloet as the 36th best-performing UCE 
school in the country. The school re­
corded 652 Ks,2,225 B's, 977 C's, and 13 
D's, a marked improVement from 2024, 
when the institution obtained 134 Ks, 
1,220 B's, 1,147 C's,and 98 D's. 

Mr Julius Opasso, the head teachez; at­
tributed the improvement to the teach­
ers'deeper understanding of the new 
curriculum. 

"They have mastered it compared to 
the previous year; We also held con­
stant Seminars with students, and our 
teachers attended workshops regular­
ly to strengthen their grasp of the sylla­
bus,"Mr Opasso said. 

He expressed optimism for the 2026 
academic.. year, noting that:studepts 
have now adapted to the new curricu-

lum, which could translate into even 
better results. Last year, alumni had 
claShed publicly with the school man­
agement over what they described as 
deteriorating perfonnance and the al­
leged suppression of staff and student 
voices. The 2025 results, showing a pos­
itive trend, have opened the door for · 

- reconciliation, with many old students 
now appealing to.work with the school 
board and administration to sustain 
thep~ . 

Other traditional schools in Teso also 
recorded improved results. Ngora High 
School in Ngora District attained 137 
Ks, 1,504 B's, 1,222 C's, and 17 D's in the 
2025 UCE examinations. 

St Elizabeth Girls Kidetok, a Catho­
lic-founded girls'school that had faced 
near clOS,!lre a few'years agoooe toloW 
enrolment, also posted a respectable 

performance. The school secured 15 
A's,282 B's,538 C's,35 D's, and 2 E's,giv­
ing hope that it is gradually regaining 
its former stature in the region. 

The improved results across Teso's 
traditional schools are being wel­
comed by parents, alumni, and ed­
ucation stakeholders, who are now 
calling for sustained investments in 
teachertraining,student support,and 
curricuhnn~ 
Mr Opasso emphasisedthat contino 

uous mentorship,regular woItshops 
for staff; and close monitoring of stu­
dent progress were key factors in the 
turnaround.Heurged the alumni and 
community to support the school's 
development efforts, stressing that 
collaboration would be crucial in 
maintaining high' aeademiq staJid c 
ards. 

Two children 
dieinAmuru 
bush fire 
BY JAMES OWICH 

/""­

AMURU. Police in Amuru District 
have launched investigations into the 
tragic death of two four-year-old boys 
whose charred bodies were discovered 
in a bush several days after they went 
missing while searching for stray cattle. 

The deceased have been identified as 
Deogratious Kizito, also known as Aye!­
la, and Gabriel Odong, both residents of 
Qngoa Village in Guru-Guru SUb-coun­
ty,Amuru DiStrict. 

According to police, the children dis­
appeared on February 6 after reported­
ly leaving home unnoticed to look for 
a missing cow and its calfbelonging to 
Kizito's father,Mr George Lawrence Ob­
alo. 

Mr Obalo told police that his son had 
followed the animals into the bush 
earlier that morning without inform­
ing the family. The two boys reported­
ly took a rope and trailed the cattle up 
to Aguny Village, nearly 10 kilometres 
away, where they later vanished. 

Their disappearance was reported at 
Guru-Guru Police Station around Spm 
the same day. 

After days of searching, the grim dis­
covery was made on February 11 at 
about 6:30pm, when a group of chil­
dren looking for wild fruits stumbled 
upon the charred bodies in a burnt sec­
tion of the bush in Aguny Village,locat­
ed on Pukure clan land. 

Mr David Ongom Mudong, the Aswa 
West Region Police spokesperson, said 
the bodies had sustained severe burns. 

"A case of disappearance resulting 
in murder has been registered at Anl>d­
ru Central Police Station ll,!lder CRB 
72/2026. Detectives have visited the 
scene, and investigations are ongoing 
to establish the exact circumstances un­
der which the children rued," ASP Mu­
dong said. 

A team of detectives led by.Mr Isiko 
Balisanyuka examined the scene and 
collected evidence to aid the inquiry. 

The bodies were later taken to the 
mortuary at Gulu Re~onal Referral 
Hospital pending post-mortem exami­
nations. 

Authorities suspect the children may 
have been caught up in a wildfire, a 
common occurrence in the region dur­
ing the dry season. 

Bush burning is a long-standingprac­
tice in parts of northern Uganda, often 
used by farmers to clear land for culti­
vation or by hunters pursuing small 
game. However, the practice has in­
creasingly drawn criticism from envi­
ronmentalists and local leaders due to 
its destructive impact on vegetation, 
wildlife, and human life. 

BACKGROUND 

Amuru District has previously 
recorded fatal wildfire incidents. 
In Oecember2016, a 32·year­
old man died after reportedfy 
being trapped in a bushftre in 
Atiak Sub~County. 
Police have urged parents to 
closely monitor young children, 
especially during the dry season 
when bushfires are rampant. 

, ~ )1. Ifl 

... 


