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China seeks· stronger ties with Uganda 
Cultural diplomacy, 
educational exchanges, 
among others, are key in 
strengthening bilateral 
relations between the 
two countries. 

BYE LIZABETH KAMlJRUNGI 

T
he Chinese Embassy in Uganda 
has declared 2Q26.~~ year ofpeo­
ple-to-people excQange between 
the two countries, a move aimed 

at further strengthening bilateral rela­
tions by sharing experiences, culture, 
knowledge, and skills. 

The Chinese Embassy Charge d' Af­
faires, Fan Xuecheng, said more Ugan­
dans have an opportunity to engage 
with China in trade, education, cultural 
experiences, among others, a shift from 
the predominantly government-to-gov­
ernment engagements over the years. 

"So in thlsyear,2026, wewillhave ase­
ries of activities in this theme, and we 
welcome the participation of everyone," 
he said during a China-Uganda Youth 
Exchange Reception at the Kampala 
Embassy last Thursday. . 

InJanbary, the Chinese Foreign Minis­
ter, Wang \'"1, along with African leaders, 
officially launched the 2026 C:tri­
na-Africa Year ofpeople-to-Peo­
pIe Exchanges at the African 
.Union Headquarters m the 
Ethiopian capital, Addis 
Ababa -

Mr Fan said Ugandans 
have expanded opportu­
nities to learn from China's 
development journey to be­
come the second biggest econ­
omyin the world throughinnova-
tion, technology, and a strong value sys-
tem. -

"Our economy. has experienced a 

Mr Fan Xuecheng, the charge d' affaires at Chinese Embassy (left), hands over prizes to-some of the former students in 
China during the China-Uganda Youth People-to-People and Cultural Exchange programme at the Chir1ese Embassy in 
Kampala lasty.'eek. PHOTO/ABUBAKER LUBOWA 

transformation from an economy driV­
en byinvestmentandexportto anecon­
-omy driven by high-quality productive 
forces. That means driven by technolo­
gy and innovation. China is also among 

the top 10 most innovative na­
tions in whole world," he said. 

Diplomats underscored 
the importance of cultur­
al diplomacy, education­
al exchanges, and public 
diplomacy in strength­
ening the six decades 
of bilateral-relations be­

tween the two countries. 
Mr John Paul Rugaba, the 

president of Ugandan Students 
in China, welcomed the initiative. 

"On pepple-to-people exchanges, edu­
cation is the biggest thing because if you 

want to build a country from scratch, 
human capital is vital. You can give 
someone money, but if they don't know 
how to use it to imp{ct their communi­
ty, then that money is wasted. 1 think 
the thing that China helped me most 
was expOsure," Mr Rugaba said. 
. Mr Rugaba has been a student in Chi­
na for eight years and is focused on sell­
ingAfrican culture andstories to the di­
verse Chinese population. 

"I went to study;_but over time, 1 have . 
developed a lot of skills and inet a lot of 
people. 1 am a podcaster back in China, 
the one of the few African-oriented pod­
cast in Clnna-Tryingto give African sto­
ries to a Chinese and diverse diaspora 
community. We are trying to tell them 
about Uganda, and promote our tour­
ism," he said. 

"Uganda and China should work on 
more slots in the 'education arrange­
ment. Secondly is easing the visa pro­
cesses. China has opened up visa-free 

BILATERAL RELATIONS 

In the past decade, China has _ 
increased its engagement with 
Uganda and Afiican countries in 
trade, financing ofinfrastructLire 
projects, and often positions 
itself as an alternative to 
Western powers. Kampala 
has often applauded China's 
approach to bilateral relations 

. largely for its non-involvement in 
its internal politics. . 

travel for 30 days for many European 
and Western countries. That should be 
done to the African countries because, 
as is usually said, the win-win partner­
ship," he added. 

Annually, tens of Ugandan students 
secure scholarships, while hundreds of 
others, inCluding students, profession­
al and civil servants, benefit from short­
term training opportunities offered by 
the Chinese goverhment 

As China further expands it influence 
in Africa, a section of young Ugandans 
. is positioning itself to tap into the ~­
able opportunities by learning the Chi­
nese language and culture. 

"We study their culture, language, and 
Share experiences. There are many op­
portunities in learning about the cul­
ture because now, Uganda and indeed 
other countries are aligning with Chi­
na for business. 1 think 1 am assured of 
ajob," saidAbuKyeyune, a student atLy­
anzi Institute of Technology, pursuing a 
diploma in Chinese Language and CUl­
ture. 

Ms Angella Nahaabwe, another for­
mer student, said: "The Chinese econo­
my is growing very fast, and if you adapt 
to their language, communication be­
comes easy, and so does trade and rela­
tions. Tltis diploma not only gives me 
an edge, but it is also very interesting to 
learn about Chinese culture and get to 
know the people." 

Dr Doreen Ankunda, the president of 
the China Alumni Association in Ugan­
da, emphasised the importance of 
Uganda-China study opportunities. 

"Studyingin China changed my career 
tremendously. 1 managed to come back 
andlbecamealecturer. While doing my 
master's, I noticed that 1 can actually d~ 
a PhD. So 1 did a PhD in public adminis­
tration and management 1 dian't have 
any plans of going into education or be­
ing a lecturer, but because 1 gained all 
that knowledge and elq)erience, I man­
aged to get where 1 am," she said. 
China and Uganda boast of dec­

ades-Iongrelations, starting in 1962. 
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Sugar Council to 
consider Namayingo 
factory licence 
BYPHILIPWAFULA-

KAMPALA. The Sugar Council is 
to consider operationalising CN Sug­
ar Limited in Kifuyo Village, Bukoo­
li South Constituency, Namayingo Dis­
trict, after several farmers had started 
feeling the brunt of the delays in grant­
ing the factory a licence. 

In August 2024, the Vice President, 
Ms Jessica Alupo, was represented by 
Third Deputy Prime Minister,Ms Lukia 
Nakadama, at the ground breaking cer­
emony of the factory,which was expect­
ed to process the sugarcane of fanners 
with whom they had signed contracts. 

The Chairperson of the Uganda SUgar 
Industry Stakeholder Council, Mr Ra­
jbir Singh Rai,said they would consider 
CN Sugar Factory at their next meeting. 

"Their application was only submit­
ted by them and received by the Coun-

cil in the last meeting and a team was 
formed to visit them and verify; we will 
now considet it in the next meeting," 
Mr Raid said on Monday. 

Mr Rai, who is also the dfrector of 
Kinyara Sugar Works, was, howev­
er, non-committal on when the next 
meeting will be convened. 

"I don't have the dates off-head; you 
will have to check with the secretariat," 
he added. 

Busoga region's representative on the 
Sugar Council Isa Budhugo,said they 
inspected CN Sugar Factory on Janu­
ary 29 to assess whether it meets the re­
quirements for licensing, and that the 
Council was scheduled to meet yester­
day to deliberate on the findings and 
determine the next course of action. 

Last November, the government in­
augurated and swore-in the inaugu­
ral Uganda SUgar Industry Stakehold-

• 

CN Sugar Factory Ltd in Namayingo District, whose groundbreaking was in 
August 2024, is yet to receive a license to operate. PHOTO/FILE 

er Council, a nine-member body to 
regulate the country's sugar sector, 
which was estabijshed under the Sug­
ar (Amendment) Act, 2020. 

Under the Sugar Act, to qualify for a 
licence, a new sugar factory must have 
at least 500 hectares of sugarcane, valid 
land titles,and formal contracts. 

Mr.Rai's assurance comes amid re­
ports that the delay to issue CN Sug­
ar Factory with a licence has left farm­
ers in Namayingo District on edge and 
staring at a bleak future. SUbsequent-

ly, some-of the farmers'mature cane is 
drying up in the fields, while others are 
cutting it down. . 

Busoga, which encompasses parts 
ofNamayingo District, has often been 
ranked among the poorest sub-regions 
in the country, according to the Ugan­
da Bureau of Statistics, and the factory's 
failure to secure a licence to commence 
operations has only worsened matters. 

MrMusaOsinya,afarmerfromBuyin­
ja, who claimed to have planted more 
than 15 acres of sugarcane, said the con-

tinued delay to operationalise CN Sug­
ar Factory means the farmers have 
to transport their cane to other mills 
sprawled across Busoga Sub-region. 

These include Kakira Sugar Works 
Limited in Jinja District, Sugar and Al­
lied Industries Limited (Kaliro),Mayu­
ge SUgar (Mayuge),Bugiri Sugar (Bugiri) 
and Kamuli SUgar (Kamuli). . 

The SUgar Act-requires a 25-kilometre 
radius between millers. 

The sugarcane outgrowers are further 
constrained in selling their cane else­
where due to a memorandum of un­
derstanding they signed with CN SUgar. 

The Namayingo RDC,Ms Eva Kwesiga, 
previously assured the farmers that the 
issue had been forwarded to the Sugar 
Council for review in line with the SUg­
arAct. 

Price issue . 

Recently, the Sugarcane farmers in 
the Busoga accused millers of defying 
the governmenfs directive on the min­
imum price of sugarcane, noting that 
the practice is pushing growers into 
losses despite rising production costs .. 

The government recently set a tempo­
rary minimum price of Shs125,OOO per 
tonne to protect farmers, but many say 
it remains too low and some millers are 
still buying it Shs10S,OOO. The Monitor 
has seen receipts from some factories 
confirming the low payments. 
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