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Regional News 

St Joseph Musoto Pri­
mary School in Mbale 
City only received the 
results of seven special 
needs candidates. 

BY ANDREW WABUSHENDA 
&FREDWA~QEPE 

A 
n atn~.osphere of shock and ~- : 
certamty has engulfed pupilS, : 
parents, and teachers ofSt Joseph : 
Musoto Primary School in Mbale : 

- City after the results of only seven out : . 
of the 185 candidates who sat Prima- : 

- l¥-Leaving Examinations (pLE) at the : 
school were released. - : 

The PLE results were released by the : 
Uganda National Examinations Board : 
(Uneb)"on January 30. However, the : 
school only received the results of seven : 

_special needs candidates. : 
Mr Rogers Mukwana, one of the par- : 

ents,said they were worried abQut their : 
children's future. -
·He expressed concern that many of ! Some of the pupils ofSt Joseph Musoto Primary SchQOI. PHOTO/ANDREW WABUSHANDA 

the affected children had been exposed : 
to severe mental stress and anguish. : officials to intervene and ensure the pu-
-~en we tried to use index numbers : pils access their results and proceed to 

to access our children's results, it was ' the next level of education. "PLE results 
unsuccessful. We later contacted the. : ~ere released on January 30, but up to 
head teacher, who assured us that the ! -ilOvi we haven't received any eXplana~ 
school was not involved in any exami- : tioh as to why our children's results are 
nation malpractice and that our chil- t· not out,~Ms Nampera said. 

-, dren would get the results, but nothing r Rehema Garinda, one of the pupils 
has happened up to now,"he_said. ~ L who sat ner PLE at the schoollastyear, 
Mr Siraji Muyima, a father of two chil- : said they did not engage in exam mal­

dren who sat PLE at the school, said he :--practices and questioned why they'had 
invested heavily in their education, ex- : -not received their results_ 
pecting them to join Senior One, but _: Shamila Bint Silajji, anoth!'!r pupil, 
now their future remains untertain._ .- t. -said she struggied throughout primary 

He added that the school called pirr- : school, prayirig to join Senior One, but 
ents for a-meeting two weeks ago and : now feels discouraged because she has 
promised that Uneb would summon : Rotreceivedher~ts. 
the pupils to defend their exam results. : The school head teacher, Mr Stephen 

"However, nothing has happened yet, : _ Washaki, when contacted by phone 
while secondary schools have already : for comment, said he was in a meeting 
started registering Senior One stu- : and promised to call back but had not 
dents,"he said. - done so by press time. When our report-

Ms Sulaina Nampera, another parent, : er contacted him again., he declined to 
expressed dismay at the situation, say- : speak: on the matter and switched his 
ing her child had put in a lot of effort : phone off 
to Pa8& the examinations, waking up at : Mr Francis Koko, the Mbale City educa-
5am and returning home at 9pIll. - tion officer-in-charge of Industrial City 
~he called upon Mbale City education ' Division, said they are following up on 

the matter. 
He added that Uneb is conducting in­

vestigations and that the pupils will be 
called to defend their results. 

"We are not certain why Musoto Pri­
mary School's results were not re­
leased. However, since many tradition­
al schools in the city did not perform 
well, and Musoto has been one-or-the 
best-perfornling Schools in Mbale City, 
UJ2.eb ~ay have had doubts about the 
school's performance,"he said_ 

investigations. 
-'- We are not certain 

.why Musoto Prima­
. ry School's results 
were not released. 
However; since many 
traditional scbools 
in the city did not 
perfonn well, and Mu-
soto has been one of 
the best-performing _ 

schools in Mbale City, Uneb may 
have had doubts about the school's 
performance- Mr Francis Koko, 
the Mbale City education officer. 

The release of the 2025 PLE results 
in Mbale revealed both triumphs and 
challenges. While some schools cele­
brated an increase in Division One 
candidates, others struggled, high­
lighting persistent gaps in resourc­
es, supervision, and community sup­
port. 

Uneb Spokesperson Jennifer Kalule 
could not be reached for comment, 
as her known phone numbers were 
off by press time. However, while re­
leasing the PLE results, the Executive 
Director of Uneb, Mr Dan N Odongo, 
said the withheld results were main­
ly from the districts ofKisoro, Kampa­
la, Mukono, Namutumba, Kassanda, 
Buyende, and Kaliro. 

"In aa;ordance with Section 5(2) (b)' 
of the Uneb Act, Cap 259, the Board 
will withhold the results of the affect­
ed candidates pending completion of 
investigations. Where there is apri­
rna facie case, the Board's TrIbunal 
(Examinations Security Committee) 
will accord all the aff~candidates 
a fair hearing before making final de­
cisions,~he said. 
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st Elizabeth Girls Kidetok gets impressive UCEresults 
BY SIMON PETER EMWAMU 

SERERE. After nearly two decades of 
declining enrolment and dwindling 
fortunes,St Elizabeth Girls Kidetok Sec­
ondary School in Serere District has 
staged arernaxtable comeback,posting 
lffipressIye reSUlts ill the 2025 Uganda 
CertifieateofEducation (UCE) exams. 

The Catholic-founded school, estab­
lished by the Mill Hill Fathers in the 
194os, had seen its enrolment sharp­
ly decline in- the late 1990S and ear­
ly 2000s following the rise of private 
schools in the Teso Sub-region. 

By 2020, student numbers had 
dropped to barely 100, putting one. 
of the oldest government-aided girls' 

schools in the region on the brink of 
closure_ 

However, according to the recently 
released 202$ UCE results, the school 
registered a significant turnaround. 
For the first time in over 25 years, it 
presented 97 candidates, all of whom 
passed in Result One. 

Ms Florence Imalingat, the headmis­
tress of the institution, attnbuted the 
revival to aggressive community out­

_ reach and reforms initiated when she 
was posted to the school in 2020. 

"When I arrived, I found only 100 stu­
dents. I started conducting communi­
ty outreaches across Teso and lowered 
the school fees to Shs150,OOOto encour­
age parents to enrQl. their da\lghters,~ 
she said. 

She added that the Covid-19 pandem­
ic further worsened the situation, but 
she remained detennined. 

With the improved academic perfor­
mance, Ms Imalingat expressed. opti­
mism that enrolment could rise to 700 
students this academic year-

Beyond outreach efforts, the head­
mistress also instituted lnternal re­
forms. She repl~ced some under-per­
forming teachers with new ones. 

Currently, the school has 31 staff 
members, about half of whom are new­
ly recruited, while 15 are paid by par­
ents under a PTA arrangement. 

"My mission is t6 help the school re­
gain its lost glory by improving perfor­
mance and boosting enrolment. Once 
that is stable, I can approach the Min-

jstry of Education for better infrastruc­
ture so that the 19405 structures, many 
of which are made of asbestos, can be 
phased out. For now, even ifwe study 
under trees, we shall achieve the re­
sults we want,~she said. 

She said a stakeholders' meeting in­
volving the board, parents, and other 
partners would soon be convened to 
analyse the 2025 UCE results and lay 
strategies for even better performance 
in 2026. 

Education sector leaders in Teso 
Sun-region said the school's revival 
demonstrates the impact of communi­
ty engagement and strong leadership 
in restoring struggling institutions to 
theirionner prominence. -

www:monitor.co.ug 

ShSl00 billion 
needed to build 
Bunyoro varsity 
BY JOSEPH KASUMBj\ 
& ALEX ASHABA 

HOIMA/KIKUUBE. The Bunyoro 
University taskforce has appealed to 
the government to allocate Shsl00b in 
the 2026/2027 National Budget to kick­
start the construction ofBunyoro Pub­

Jic University in Kikuube District. 
The taskforce, instituted by the Min­

ister of Education and Sports, Ms Ja­
net Museveni,is chaired by ProfSamu­
el K'yamanywa, who was apP9inted in 
June 2022.Despite earlier government 
pledges and a groundbreaking cere­
mony held laSt year, construction has 
yet to commence. 

Groundbreaking ceremony 
In March 2025, President Museveni, 

accompanied by the education minis­
ter, presided over the groundbreaking 
ceremony for the proposed university 
during his Parish Development Mod­
el tour of the Bunyoro Sub-region. The 
ceremony was held at the proposed 
main campus site in Buhiirnba Town 
Council,Kikuube District. 

Speaking during a stakeholders' 
meeting in Hoima on Friday, Prof 
Kyamanywa said the university is 
technically ready to begin construc­
tion in the next financial year but 
lacks sufficient funding. 

"We need ShSl00b, and of this 
amount, 95 percent will go towards 
construction while five percent will 
cater for administrative costs,"he said. 

He explained that the funds would 
facilitate the construction of at least 
four buildings at the main campus. In 
the current 2025/2026 Financial Year, 
the government allocated Shs14b for 
the project, which he said is only suf­
ficient to cover foundation works ex­
pected to begin around April . 

Prof Kyamanywa urged Members of 
Parliament from the Bunyoro Sub-re­
gion to lobby for increased funding in 
the 2026/ 2027 National Budget to en­
sure the proj~ takes off 

Phased establishment 
Once completed, the univerSity will 

comprise five schools: the School of 
Engineering and Earth Science, the 
School of Agriculture, Food and Envi­
ronmental Science, the School of Com­
puting and Information Science, the 
School of Science Education, and the 
School of Health Science_ 

However, due to limited resources, 
construction will initiallyfocus on two 
schools, the School of Computing and 
Information Science and the School of • 
Science Education. 
The task force estimates that 

Shs365b will be required to fully estab­
-lish all five schools, with construction 
to be undertaken in phases as funds 
become avirilable. . ... 
Mr Asafu Alinitwe from the minis­

try confirmed that architectural and 
structural designs, as well as bills of 
quantities, have already been com­
pleted. 

"The next stage is construction, 
which requires funding,"he said. • 

Leaders in the sub-region empha­
sised that-the establishment of the 
university is crucial for expanding ac­
cess to higher education and foster-

• ing s~evelopment in the oil.,z;ch 
Bunyoro region. 
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