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The IGG says the decla­
ration of income , assets 
and liabilities is a man­
datory requirement 
under the Leadership 
Code Act. 

BY HANIFAH NANYANZI 

T
he Inspector General of Govern­
ment (IGG),Justice Aisha Naluzze 
Bataia, has issued a stern warn­
ing to public officers and political 

leaders across the country to declare 
their we31th by March 31 or fuce pros.. 
ecution, dismissal and other sanctions 
provided for under the law. 

Speaking through the Deputy Om­
budsman spokesperson, Mr Farooq 
Kayondo, the IGG said the declara­
tion of income, assets and liabilities is 
a m~datory requirement under the 
Leadership Code Act. 

"All leaders are reminded to declare 
their income, assets and liabilities as re­
quiied under the Leadership Code Act, 
Cap 33. If you do not declare or you un­
der-declare your assets, we shall refer 
you to the Leadership Code Tribunal 
for appropriate action,"the IGG said. 

The warning was delivered dtuing 
Justice Batala's familiarisation tour 
of the Greater Masaka sub-region last 
week, where she met local leaders and 
inspected a number of government 
projects. 

She urged leaders in Masaka to.take a 
leading role in the fight against corrup-. 
tion to ensure citizens receive quality 
services. 

"'The mindset of our people has to 
change. It is a duty for everyone to get 
involved in the fight against corrup­
tion,"she said. 

"The Leadership Code is intended 
to deter corruption iIi public admin­
istration by promoting adherence to 
the rule oflaw, preventing abuse of of­
fice and safeguarding the public good 
and principles of good governance,"she 
added. 

During an inspection at Masaka Re­
gional Referral Hospital, the IG Director 
ofOmbudsman,Mr Savio Kakooza,cau-
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on assets declaration 

IGG Aisha Nal.uzze Batala ( 2nd right) interacts with staff at Masaka Regional Referral Hospital during a tour ofthe 
facility last week. PHOTO/HANIFAH NANYANZI 

tioned public officials serving on com­
missions and those managing public 
land against engaging in corrupt prac­
tices. 

"We are working closely with com­
plainants and quietly investigating all 
reported cases of corruption. We are se­
rioUsly monitoring the space and will 
not hesitate to make arrests where nec­
essary,"Mr Kakooza said 

The outgoing Masaka District chair­
person, Mr Andrew Batemyetto, told 
the IGG that teamwork among district 
leaders had strengthened the fight 
against graft in the area. However, he 
appealed for closer engagement with 
security agencies. 

"We request Madam IGG to engage 
security officers ill M;asaka to improve 
service delivery. Some forget that they 
are here to serve the community," he 
said 

The Masaka Regional Referral Hos- : what he described as hostile cross-ex­
pital Director, Dr James Elima, raised : arirination by lawyers in court. 
concerns over chall~ges fuced by pa- ~ "These are professionals who carrY 
thologists at the facility. He said some : out their duties diligently, but when 
specialists were considering halting : they appear in court, they are subjected 
postmortem examinations due to ' to tough questioning that sometimes 

: goes beyond their line of duty. It dis­
: courages them,"Dr Elima said 
: Under the Leadership Code Act, a p<)­

. . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. .. . . . . . : liticalleader or public officer who fuils, 
Records from the Leadership 
Code Tribunal indicate that 

. between January 2022 and 
December 2024, at least 105 
officer'!> were prosecuted 
and fined for failure to 
declare or under-declaring 
their wealth. The defaulters 
included commissioners in 
various ministries, heads of 
departments and accountan~. 

: without justifiable cause, to submit a 
: declaration of income, assets and liabil­
~ ities commits a breach and is liable to 
:. prosecution and sanctions, including 
, dismissal. A leader who fuils to provide 
: clarification requested by the IGG with­
: in 30 days of receiving notice also com­
: mits a breach and may face a warning, 
~ dismissal or vacation of office. 
: ·Declarations are submitted through 
: the Inspectorate of Government's On­
: line Declaration System (IG-ODS). 
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Karamoja water crisis deepens as major dam dries up 
BY SIMON PETER EMWAMU 

MOROTO. Anxiety has gripped pas­
toral communities in Moroto District 
after the 2.6 billion-litre Kobebe dam 
dried up, putting nearly 700,000 heads 
of livestock at risk and triggering fresh 
migration across Karamoja.Sub-region. 

For more than two decades, the dam, 
located along the Uganda- Kenya bor­
der,has been the main water source for 
pastoralists in greater Karamoja and 
neighbouring Turkana communities 
in KenyaDuring prolonged dry spells,it 
has served as a critical lifeline, sustain­
fug livestock and supporting cross-bor­
der co-existence. 

However, local leaders say the 
once-dependable reservoir has nearly 
run dl1T, with only about one million li­
tres of water remaining. 

Mr John Robert Adupa, the chairper­
son of Lotisan Sub-county in Moroto 
District, said the dam dried up,about 

two weeks ago, forcing desperate herd­
ers to dig makeshift trenches along the 
dried riverbed in search of water for 
their animals. 

"We don't know what has gone wrong. 
This dam is designed to withstand ex­
treme heatwaves, but that has not been 
the case this time,"Mr Adupa said. 

He added that hundreds of herders 
have started moving their livestock 
northwards to Kotido and Kaabong dis­
tricts, while others are trekking towards 
NapakinseaI'Chofwaterandpasture. 

The Moroto District Production Of­
ficer, Dr Francis Inangolet, confinned 
that only about one million litres ofwa­
ter remain, an amount he described as 
grossly insufficient for the estimated 
700,000 heads of cattle currently con­
centrated around the Kobebe belt 
"If it does not rain in the next two 

weeks, there will be nothing left," Dr In­
angolet warned, adding that both live­
stock and human populations fuce seri­
ous danger if the_dry spell peJ;'Sists. 

WHY DAliMATTTERS 
: dam may require urgent desilting to 
: restore its water retention capacity. 

.... '" .. .. .... .. .... . .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .. .... .. ~ Constructed to promote livestock 
Constructed to support 
livestock trade and promote 
peaceful co-existence between 
the Karamojong and Turkana 
communities, Kobebe dam 
has long served as a shared 
resource during drought. 

: trade and peaceful co-existence be­
: tween the Karamojong and Turka­
: na communities, the dam has his­
: torically helped ease tensions dur­
: ing drought by providing a shared Ie­
: source. With the current crisis deep­
: ening,pastoralists on both sides of the 
: border are fucing harsh realities as an-
i imalsgrowweakerduetoalackofwa-

He noted that this is the first time in : ter and pasture. District officials con­
at least 16 years that the dam has com- : firmed that large herds are already 
pletely dried up, raising concerns about : being driven towards Napak, Kotido 
possible structural or environmental : and Kaabong districts as a temporary 
fuctors. : mitigation measure while communi-

"We have not yet established why the ~ ties awaitrainfall. 
water fucility has dried up, but we are : Beyond the looming livestock loss­
questioning whether ongoing road con- : es, officials have warned of potential 
struction in the area could have inter- ~ public health concerns. 
fered with water flow into the dam. En- : "Human beings are equally at risk of 
gineers from the water department : severe health complications arising 
w.ill have to determinethat,"he said : from dehydration and related condi-

Dr lllangolet ~o suggested that the=: ,tio~,"Dr Inangolet sajd. 
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Govt moves to 
secure land -
titles for all 
public hospitals 
BY SADAT MBOGO 

MPIGI. The Ministry of Lands, Hous­
ing and Urban Development has direct­
ed district accounting officers to sup­
port a special team deployed to survey 
and process land titles for general hos­
pitals across the country that are oper­
ating without formal ownership docu­
ments. 

In a circular dated February 9,2026, 
addressed to chief administrative of­
ficers and town clerks, the Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry of Health, Ms 
Dorcas Okalany, said the exercise fol­
lows a request from the Ministry of 
Health in October last year seeking as­
sistance in securing land titles for dis­
trict general hospitals lacking proper 
documentation. 

"The ministry has organised a team 
of officers to undertake reconnaissance, 
survey and mapping, land adminis­
tration and the titling process of these 
health facilities,"Ms Okalany stated in 
the letter. 

According to the ministry's sched­
ule, Mpigi General Hospital is among 
the fucilities earmarked for titling un­
der the first phase of the nationwide ex­
ercise. The hospital, which serves as the 
main referral fucility for Mpigi District, 
reportedly has no clear record of its reg­
istered acreage. 

More than 50 general hospitals 
across the country have been listed 
for the initial phase. They include Kiso-_ 
ro, Lyantonde, Kitagata, Kyenjojo, KIbo­
ga, Bombo,Rakai, Mityana,Moyo, Neb­
bi and Tororo general hospitals;among 
others. 

The ministry has u,rged accounting 
officers to extend full cooperation to 
the technical team to ensure smooth 
execution of the exercise. 

Copies of the circular were also 
shared with the minister of Lands, the 
Permanent Secretary and Secretary to . 
the Treasury,the Ministry ofHealth,res­
ident district commissioners, district 
chairpersons and hospital administra­
tors. 

What districts say 
Officials say securing land titles 

for public health facilities is critical in 
protecting government land from e)1-
croachment, enabling future expan­
sion. The move is also expected to 
streamline land administration within 
the health sector. 

In Mpigi District, local leaders have 
previously raised concerns about 
land-related uncertainties affecting 
service delivery and long-term plan-

• ning at health fucilities. 
Mr Charles Nsobya, the Mpigi Dis­

trict planner, said securing a land title 
would ease planning and open doors 
for partnerships aimed at upgrading 
the hospital, which has a bed capacity 
of about 100 and serves thousands of 

- patients from Mpigi and neighbouring 
districts. 

He added that the initiative forms 
part of broader government efforts to 
safeguard land for public institutions, 
particularly essential service providers 
such as hospitals. 

However,Ms Okalany did not specify 
when the nationwide titling process is 
expected to be completed. 


