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WHO IS GIRMA, UGANDA AIRLINES ACTING CEO? 
py -Charles £tukuri ............ _-... "" . .,.."'''' .. .,.''' ... ".. ................. .... , ....... . competitively appointed in 

July. 
Presfden(Y oweri Museveni on 
friday: directed the Minister 
of WGiks and Transport, Gen. 

Wake's appointment follows 
his' February 4 meeting 
with Museveni. In a post on 
social media platform X, the 
President said then they had 
discussed matters regarding 
air transport. 

. Wake is widely credited with transforming Ethiopian Airlines from a modest 

Appointed in July 2022 
after the suspension and 
eventual dismissal of her 
predecessor, Cornel Muleya, regional carrier into Africa's aviation powerhouse. . 

ard ' Katumba Wamala, 
to immediately appoint the 
former Ethiopian Airlines CEO, 
Ginna Wake, as a consultant 
and acting CEO of Uganda 
Airlines. The move is aimed 
at addressing what Museveni 
described as persistent 
management weaknesses 
within the national carrier. 

In a letfer ' to' Gen. Katumba, 
Museveni further directed 
that the current CEO, Jennifer 
Bamuturaki, immediately step 
aside and hand over office to 
Wake and the board. 

BAMUTURAKI'S EXIT 
On February 3, transport state 
minister Fred Byamukama said 
Bamuturaki had effectively 
been relieved of her duties 
in July last year, following a 
presidential directive issued 
after a board audit. 

Byamukama said a May 
2025 probe by the Uganda 
Airlines board uncovered 
alleged corruption, losses and 
mismanagement within the 
airline. The board handed over 
the report to the President. 

... . .. 

Born in 1943 in Addis Ababa, he joined Ethiopian Airlines in 
1965 at a time when the airline's technical and managerial 
leadership was still heavily influenced by expatriates. He rose 

through the ran~s to become one of the first Ethiopians to 
occupy senior executive roles, a milestone in the airline's 
localisation journey • 
His defining tenure came when he returned as CEO in 
February·2004. At the time, the airline operated 12 

jetliners, served 4142 international destinatjons and 
carried.about 1.2 million passengers annually. ' 

Under his reform blueprint, Vision 2010, 
Ethiopian Airlines recorded average annual 
growth of about 25% between 2005 and 
2010. Passenger numbers nearly tripled tei 3.2 
million, while the fleet expanded from 12 to 37 
aircraft. 

By the time he stepped down in 2011, 
Ethiopian Airlines had become Africa's 
benchmark carrier. 

Wake later served as chairman of RwandAir 
from 2012 to 2017 and returned to the 
Ethiopian Airlines board in 2018, becoming its 
chairperson in 2022 until June 2023. 

Bamuturaki's three-year 
tenure was marked by 

- . repeated turbulence. She faced 
scrutiny from Parliament's 
committee on commissions, 
statutory authorities and state 
enterprises in 2024, a board­
led investigation in May last 
year and a December probe 
by the Criminal Investigations 
Directorate targeting top 
officials over alleged abuse of 
office. 

Byamukama cited internal 
managerial conflicts, 
expansion of routes beyond 
fleet capacity and operational 
losses as some of the concerns 
that informed the President's 
decision. 

"I also direct that the current 
CEO, Bamuturaki, be enabled 
to step aside immediately and 
hand over to Wake and the 
board of Uganda Airlines. The 
board should go ahead and 
organise whatever emoluments 
are due to her," Museveni said 
in the letter. 

Wake, 82, is ' expected to 
work closely with the board 
until a substantive CEO is ' 

"In his response, the 
President directed that 
Bamuturaki be given one year, 
which is ending this June. We 
have start~d the process and 
hope that by May this. year, 
we shall have got a new CEO," 
Byamukama said. 

He said several managers 
that were implicated in the 
alleged mismanagement 
would not be spared and could 

face prosecution. 
Bamuturaki had earlier 

circulated an internal memo 
informing staff that the 

board would soon advertise 
the position of CEO and 
encouraged qualified staff to 
apply. 

"They opened so many 
routes which were uncalled 
for compared to the fleet we 
have. There were managerial 
fights from top management 
downwards. The airline started 
making losses and could not 
grow," Byamukama said. 
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Petwa Kyakuwaire, a 16-year-old girl 
born without hands and legs, "has 
emerged among the top performers 
ill last year's Uganda Certificate of 
EUucation examinations in Iganga 
district. 

A former student of Musana 
Vocational High School, Kyakuwaire 
delivered an impressive jlerformance 
despite the physical cl1allenges she 
has lived with since birth. 

She scored C in English, B in 
Christian religious education, C ' 
in history, B in geography, B in 
mathematics, B in agriculture, B in 
physics, B in chemiStry, B in biology 
and a C in project work. 

Kyakuwaire hadtbeen studying ona 
full bursary at the school after scoring 
aggregate 7 in her Primary Leaving 
Examinations. 

Speaking to New Vision at her home 
in Namunbalwe village, Namungalwe 
sub-county in Iganga district, 
Kyakuwaire said she hopes to pursue 
engineering at the university level so 
she can support the disadvantaged 
people with free services. 

"I have gone through difficult 
moments to reach this level, and I 
wouldn't want other people, especially 
people with disability, to live like me," 
Kyakuwaire said. 

A'LEVEL DREAM 
When visited, Kyakuwaire was busy 
dictating to her aunt a list of items 
she would need in case a well-wisher 
offers her an opportunity to join a 
school for A'level studies. She wishes 
to join Nabisunsa Girls' Secondary 
School in Kampala. 

UCE star: Born with no limbs, but without limits 

Kyakuwaire, who lost both her 
parents in a crash at the age of two, 
now lives with her grandmother. 

She fears her dream could stall due 
to lack of school fees. 

"I am afraid that at one time I 
might fail to make it just because my 
grandmother lacks money to pay for 
my tuition," Kyakuwaire said. 

She attributes her success to hard 

work, determination and the support 
of her teachers. 

"I used to wake up at 3:00am every. 
day, bathe and prepare for early 
morning prep," she said. 

DETERMINATION 
Joel Waiswa, the director of studies 
at Musana Vocational High School, 
said Kyakuwaire declined to use a 
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Sixteen-year-old Kyakuwaire of Musana 
Vocational High School got 7Bs and 3Cs 

transcriber during her examinations, 
although it is permitted under the 
guidelines of the Uganda National 
Examinations Board for -candidates 
with special needs. 

"She insisted on sitting for all her 
subjects without special assistance, 
saying she was capable just like the 
able-bodied students," Waiswa said. 

He described her as one of the most 

diSCiplined and academically strong 
students the school has had since she • 
joined in Senior One. 

Michael Nalugoda, the Musana 
Vocational High School principal, 
promised to meet the top 
management to explore ways of 
supporting -Kyakuwaire through her .. ~ 
A'level studies and potentially up to 
university. 


