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timetresinheight Want a tall, smart child? How 
IVF tests are selling a dream 

. The "best" child is not the one with the highest 
genetic 'score; it is one born into a loving fa~ily with 
access to good nutrition, education and he'alth­
care. These environmental factors have far more ' ~ . 
influence on how a child develops than tiny varia­
tions in DNA. 

ISSUES AND CONCERNS 

To some people, 3cm in height might 
sound a lot.Butwe cannot be certain how 
relevant this and other predicted bene­
fits are,for anumberofreasons.Polygenic 
risk scores have been derived from stud­
ying people currently in their 50s and 
60S who lived in vastly different envi­
ronments. They grew up without smart­
phones, current levels of processed foods, 
air pollution and microplastic exposure. 
Their education,healthcare and lifestyle 
factors were fundamentally different 

tes in the 60s might behave differently 
today. So we cannot asswne genetic pat­
terns from past populations will predict 
outcomes in radically transformed envi­
ronments in the future. 

Lifestyle and environmental factors 
cannot be captured by genetic testing. So 
polygenic risk scores examine only one 
side of a complex equation,ignoring the 
environmental side, which may beequal­
ly or more important 

Consider IQ.Early childhood education, 
nutrition,parental engagement and soci­
oeconomicfuctorshave an enormousim­
pact on cognitive development ChOOs­
ing an embryo with a marginally "bet­
t~ genetic score for IQ, while ignoring 
these provertinfluences,is like predicting 
a planfs height from its seed alone, with­
out considering soil, sunlight orwateI: 

Experts recommend preimplan­
tation genetic testingfo avoid se­
rious genetic conditions. But po­
lygenic risk scores aim to pre- . 
diet the future risk of developing 

. This matters because traits and diseases 
result fromlifelong interactions betweeil 
genes and the environment The same ge­
netic variants that contnbuted to qiabe-

BYALEXPOLYAKOV. 

P
rospective parents are being mar­
keted genetic tests that claim to pre­
dict which IVF embryo will grow into 
thetaliest,smartestor healthiestchild. 

But these tests cannot deliver what they 
promise. The benefits are likely minimal, 
while the risks to patients, offspring and 
society are real.Parents deserve accurate 
information, not marlteting hype, when 
making profound decisions about their 
futurechilclreIL 

Whichte5tsarewetaBdngabOut? 
Prospective parents can already have 

their IVF embryOs tested for inherited 
conditions.But thesetests often relate to a 
singlegene,suchasforcySticfibrosis.How­
eve!; this lateSt type of testing tries to pre­
dict complex traits influenced by thou­
sands of genes operating together. The 
testing generates "polygenic risk scoresD 

for individual embryos. 

This is said to be an embryo's theoreti­
cal risk of developing conditions,such as 
heart disease or Alzheimer's, or having 
ceitain traits, such as high IQ or above-av­
erage heightParents can then use these 
scorestochoosewhichembryoorembry­
os to transfel: Multiple companies in the 
United States do so.One,Nucleus Genom­
ics,has papered NewYOIXwith posters to 
InaItet these tests with the tagIine"Have 
your best baby". 

The company offers to screen embry­
os forupto2,oootrnits.1beseindude eye 
colour,IQ, baldness, and conditions peo­
ple usually develop later in life, such as 
Alzheimer's and heart disease: 

Wbatthe research actually shows 
Researchers cannot examine the bene­

fitsforpredictinglate-onsetdiseases atall 
since the outcomes will not be known for 
decades. And mathematical modelling 
shows vanishingly small benefits, per­
haps~fewIQpointsandonetothreecen-

a condition or trait. They are nota 
diagnosis. So, using polygenic risk 
scores for embryo selection is in­
consistent with the guidelines, 
and operate in a regulatory grey 
zone. That does not stop prospec­
tive parents sending a sample, or 
genetic inf'orfnation derived frol)1 
their sample, overseas for anaIy­
sis.There are also profound ethical 
concems. This technology echoes 
eugenics.movements that ended 
in forced sterilisation and Nazi 
atrocities. Sek!cting embryos for 
traits such as intelligence or skin 
colour risks entrenching discrimi­
nation and deepening social ine-

. qualities. 

There is also pleiotro~where on~ gene 
affects multipletraits.Forexample,select­
ing for higher educational achievement 
might inadvertently mcrease your risk of 
choosing an embryo with ahigher risk of 
bipolar disordeI: 

Cruel irony 
Parents may find themselves para­

lysed by the weight ofthesecl1oices, sec­
ond-guessingtheir decisions for years, or 
choosing not to transfer any embryos. 

There is a cruel irony; couples who un­
dergo IVF solely for polygenic risk score 
testing, rather than for fertility issues,re­
duce their chances of having a healthy 
baby. That is because IVF carries risks, 
such as an mcreased risk of high blood 
pressure in pregnancy and preterm de­
livery. The very process of obtaining a 
biopsy from an embryo to analyse its 
DNA may also affect pregnancy out­
comes. So prospective parenis may be 
trading proven risks for unproven ben­
efits. 
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REQUEST FOR EXPRESS10N OF INTEREST (REOI) PRO/REOI/26/18 

Provision of Media News Summary for South Sudan Broadcasting 
Corporation Television (SSBC TV) to UNMISS in South Sudan 

Closing Date for Receipt of EOI: Monday, 23 February 2026 

I.The United Nations Mission in the Republic of 
South Sudan (UNMISS) intends to establish a 
long-term contract for the provision of Media 
News Summary to UNMISS on daily basis. 
Interested service providers are encouraged to 
submit their expression of interest for 
consideration. • 

Description of General Reaulrement 
2.The Media news summary is to be provided on 

daily basis from Monday to Sunday (Including 
public holidays). The Contractor will be expected 
to; prepare summary of daily news broadcast 
carried by SSBC TV. provide reports on English 
news broadcast. compile stories carried in news 
channel. with headlines first for each story. The 
company will be required to capture important 
references and quotes in- particular names and 
functional titles of personalities interviewed or 
quoted and right transcript. All reports to be 
submitted on daily basis by email to addresses to 
be provided by UNMISS. 

3.local self-help groups. small and medium-sized 
enterprises. and businesses owned by women 
and persons with disabilities are strongly 
encouraged to apply. 

CondlHons' 
4. Interested companies are invited to submit their 

EOI by hand delivery or e-mail as indicated 
below. The EOI must include. as a minimum. the· 
following documentation/information: 

4.I.Compony must be registered in UN Global 
Marketplace (UNGM) using the link 
https'/Iwww un~m erg or should start their 
registration process Immediately if not registered. 

Companies are strongly advised to register or 
upgrade to level one [1]. 

4.2. Company's name. address. telephone. e-mail 
and UNGM registration number. Vendors must be 
registered in UNGM under the services (UNSPSC 
No. 82CXXXlOO) in order to participate in the 
solicitation for this requirement 

Important Notice' 
5. This REOI does not constitute a solicitation. 

UNMISS reseryes the right to change or cancel 
the requirement at any time during the EOI or 
solicitation process. Thus. submitting a response 
to this REOI does not automatically guarantee 
t~at your company will be considered for receipt 
of the solicitation when issued. 

6.The "EOI Form" is available in "Business 
Opportunities" Section of the www unQrri of<;J 
website. 

The EOI. clearly marked "Expression of Interest For 
the Provision of Media News Summary for south 
Sudan Broadcasting Corporotlon Television (SSBC 
TV) to UNMISS in South Sudan" must be received 
by UNMISS no later than 16:00 hours local time in 
the Republic of South Sudan (GMT+2) on 
Monday. 23 February 2026. via . link 
https:/Iun~m of<;J/Puhfic/Notice \!"Jith a copy to 
sarah aloko@un erg; tewodrosk@un erg; 
hilowie@un of<;J and choka@un orQ by courier or 
hand delivery to the Chief Procurement Officer. 
UNMISS Procurement Section. Room 3C/02. 
UNMISS logistics Base. Tomping. South Sudan. 
Attention: Sarah Ijalla Aloko/Tewodros kebede. 

UN MISS 

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (REOI) PRO/REOI/26/17 

Supply and Delivery of Structural Steel Items and related products 
(Reinforcement bars) to UNMISS in Juba , South Sudan (Incoterms 2010) 

Closing Date for Receipt of EOI: 20 February 2026 

pescrlptlon of Genergi Requirements· 
The United Nations Mission in Sou'th Sudan 
(UNMISS) hereby solicits Expressions of Interest 
(EOI) from competent Companies for Supply 
and Delivery of Structural Steel Items and 
related products( Reinforcement bars) to 
UNMISS in Juba • South Sudan (Incoterms 201?) . 

Conditions: 
l.1nterested companies are invited to submit 
. their ExpreSSion of Interest (EOI) online. by 
hand delivery. or bye-mail as indicated 
below. The EOI must include. as a minimum. 
the following information: 

• United Nations Global Market (UNGM) and 
Registration.Number for Supply and Delivery of 
Structural Steel Items and related products ( 
Reinforcement bars) of UNSPSC Code no 
30263900 

, Company's contact details (address. 
telephone and fax numbers. e-mail. etc.). 

Important Notice: 
2.This REOI does not constitute a solicitation. 

UNMISS reserves the right to change or cancel 
the requirement at any time during the REOI 
and/or solicitation process. Thus. submitting a 
response to this REOI does not automatically 
guarantee that your company will be 
considered for receipt of the solicitation when 
issued. 

3.UNMISS also reserves .the right to send the 
Solicitation Documents to companies who 
were identified through additional market . 

. research or ather means to sQurce the UN 
requirements. 

4.Vendors interested in fulfilling the requirement 
described above must be registered with 
UNGM and those not registered may wish to 
visit www.ungm.org for ' full registration 
information in order to be eligible to 
participate in any solicitation. 

5.Vendors must be registered at the UNGM 
basic level be eligible for any ensuing of 
contract. 

6.local and Regional companies. women 
owned business and businesses owned by 
people living with disabilities are encouraged 
to participate. 

7.The EOI. clearly marked "Request for 
Expression of Interest - Supply and Delivery of 
Structural Steel Items and related products 
(Reinforcement bars) to UNMISS In Juba • 
South Sudan (Incoterms 2010) must be . 
received by UNMISS no later than 16:00 hours 
local time in South Sudan (GMT+2) an Friday. 
20 February 2026 • via the link 
https'Uwww ungm' org/Public/Notice or 
contact e-mail to: vanessg,burutswa@un org. 
mazise@un org with a copy to Igftg@un org in 
case of difficulties. The EOI may also be 
hand-delivered to the attention of the Chief 
Procurement Officer. United Nations Mission 
in South Sudan (UNMISS) Near Juba 
Intemational Airport. Room No.: 3C/02. Juba. 
South Sudan. Tel: +211912067160. 
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