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MOVE SEEKS TO TRANSFORM ADOPTION OF REAL-TIME DATA 
By Titus l(akembo 

The Ugal)daBureau of Statistics 
(UBOS) last week equipped 
cultural and religious leaders 

. computers and tablets, 
effectively reCruiting them into 

./ the country's expanding data 
ecosys.tem. 

This was in a bid to take· 
statistics beyond government 
offices in Kampala and place 
them in the hands or-leaders 
who shape everyday decisions 
in communities. 

UBOS, LOCAL, RELIGIOUS LEADERS 
TEAM UP ON DATA GOLLECTION 

Guide households to use the 
Parish Development Model 
resources wisely, to choose 
the right enterprises, improve 
productivity and increase 
incomes," Mukiza said. 

Beyond kingdoms and 
churches, research institutions 
are Jeinforcing the message 
that statistics must inform 
national transformation. 

The digital roll-out forms part 
. of UBOS~· broader strategy to 

decentralise data collection and 
interpretation. By empowering 
trusted community leaders 
to gather, analyse and share 
statistics, the bureau hopes 
to strengthen grassroots 
planning and ensure poliCies 
are grounded in local realities. 
~lJBOS executive director Dr 
Chris Mukiza challenged the 
beneficiaries to tum their vast 
constituencies into hubs of 
evidence-based action. 

Dr Swaibu Mbowa of the 
Econotnic Policy Research 
Centre (EPRC) emphasised 
the importance of translating 
raw data into actionable policy 
guidance. 

RELIGIOUS LEADERS WELCOME MOVE 
Religious leaders welcomed 
the initiative, describing it as 
timely in an era where service 
delivery is increasingly judged 
by measurable outcomes. 

Pr Joseph Serwadda, 
representing the Inter-
Religious Council of Uganda, 
said faith-based institutions 
have historically stabilised 
communities during turbulent 
periods and remain central to 
social service delivery. 

"You command a huge 
following. There are over 
26,000 churches across 
Uganda with millions of 
believers. With data in your 
hands, preach not only faith 
but informed action. As people 
pray for miracles, encourage 
them to use facts and numbers 
to transform their livelihoods," 

Mukiza said. 
He pointed to Buganda 

kingdom's Emwanyi Terimba 
campaign, which has relied 

heavily on statistfcs to rally 
farmers around coffee 
production, as a model of how 
data can inspire econotnic 

mobilisation. Turning to 
cultural irtstitutions, Mukiza 
urged leaders to deploy data 
in addressing persistent social 

and econotnic bottlenecks. 
'The Great Lakes region will 

experience rising food demand 
as climate change intensifies. 

Dr Steven Masiga, the deputy 
prime tninister of the Inzu Ya 
Masaba cultural institution, 
said improved access to 
statistics would benefit the 2.6 
tnillion Bamasaba population 
spread across 256 sub­
counties . 

. ~National water to make 60,000 new eennections in 2026/27 
'By Sa!'i\h Nabakooza 
... . . ~ . ......... . . . ~ • • • u ..... . . ... 'J: ... ................ .... ......... . 

The National Water and Sewerage 
Corporation (NWSC) has unveiled 
plans to install 60,000 new water 
connections in the 2026/27 financial 
~ear as part of a wider expansio,n 
drive aimed at strengthening access 
to safe and reliable water services 
across the country. 

The ·comtnitment was presented 
4uring an engagement between 

the parliamentary comtnittee on 
environment and natural resources 
and officials from the environment 
ministry at M6stil Hotel in Kampala. 
. The comtnittee, chaired by Herbert 
Edmund Ariko (Soroti City East 
MP), met the ministry delegation 
led by environment state minister 
Beatrice Anywar to review the sector 
performance, budgets and planned 
investments. 

Eng. Johnson Amayo, the deputy 
managing director for technical 
services at NWSC, said the plannea 
60,000 connections form part of 
the Service Coverage Acceleration 
Project, a programme designed to · 
fast-track network expansion in 

-, ~th established and newly gazetted 
towns . 
. For the 2026/27 financial year, 
NWSC also plans to extend 963km of 
water mains nationwide and construct 
2,000 public standpipes. In addition, 

CURRENT YEAR PERFORMANCE 
For the ongoing 2025/26 
financial year; National Water 
had set targets of laying 250km 
of water mains, installing 
60,000 new connections 
and constructing 2,000 
public standpipes, alongside 
implementing water supply 
stabilisation interventions in 
various operational areas. 

Performance updates 
presented to the committee 
indicate that 2111<m of water 
mains have so far been laid. 
The corporation has installed 

the corporation intends to implement 
mini-water supply schemes in water­
stressed towns including Bukedea, 

30,054 new water connections 
and completed 1,227 public 
standpipes. 

Water supply stabilisation 
works are also being 
implemented across several 
NWSC service areas to enhance 
reliability. 

While acknowledging 
the progress, MPs sought 
clarification on funding flows, 
implementation timelines and 
the corporation's capacity to 
meet annual targets within the 
approved budget f~amework. 

Kakutniro, Kaberamaido, Nakawuka, 
Kitgum, Apac and Nebbi. 

Eng. Amayo said the investments 

are structured to address the growing 
demand driven by urbanisation and 
population growth, while stabiliSing 
supply in areas that experience 
intermittent service. 

EXPANDING NATIONAL FOOTPRINT 
NWSC's operational footprint continues 
to grow. By the end of last year, the 
utility reported an annual turnover 
of sh649b. It currently operates in 
287 towns, servirtg an estimated 20.3 
million people. 

The corporation manages 1,034,873 
water connections and 30,539 sewer 
connections nationwide. It also 
reported an 800/6 customer satisfaction 
index, reflecting improved service 
delivery metries in recent years. 

The expansion into additional 
towns has required significant capital 
investment. 

Speaking after the engagement, MP 
Ariko underscored the importance 
of ensuring that planned expansions 
translate into measurable outcomes. 

"The plan to make 60,000 new 
connections is significant, particularly 
as the corporation expands into more 
towns," Ariko said. 

"Our responsibility is to ensure 
that budget allocations are efficiently 
utilised and that service delivery 
improves in tandem with infrastructure 
growth." 
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BODABODA RIDING 
SCHOOL OPENS IN GULU 

UGANDAN INNOVATORS 
URGED TO SEIZE 

PARTNERSHIPS WIT 
JAPANESE FIRMS 


