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flhe 2025 enior Four leavers 
fuse . Have exceptionally 
perfo.rmed well in the key 
~ects to secure a subject 
FOmbination in Uganda's top 
secondaty schools. 

While most rural schools will 
admit a candidate who scored 
at least 3Cs in a science subject 
combination, those in top and 
traditional schools have set a 
triple A for the same. 
. Whil~. . rural schools will 
admit lea,mers with at least 
2Cs and 10 for an arts subject 
combination, top public and 
private schools will demand not 
less than a triple B for arts in 
most cases. 
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College and Trinity College 
Nabbingo. 

At Nabbingo, a total of 110 
learners will be admitted 
for Senior Five from the 
government selection exercise. 

However, Alex Kigozi, the 
deputy headteacher, said 
learners will ' be required to 
have attained only a triple A in 
both arts and science subject 
combinations. 

"If you want to take PCB 
[physics, chemistry and biology] 
or HEG [history, economics 
and geography], the candidate 
must have scored an A in each 
of those subjects. That is how 
tight it is," he said. 

WHAT A. BS MEAN 
Under the new secondary 
school curriculum assessment, 
UNEB adopted five letter grades 
A, B, C, 0 and E, replacing a 
nine-figure grading of 1-9, 
which covered distinction (D), 
credit (C), pass, and fail (F). 

Under the new grading 
system, letter grade A is the 
highest score a candidate can 
score in a subject, whereas E is 
the lowest. 

Each of the letter grades 
demonstrate a certain degree of 
competence for each candidate 
in that particular. 

According to UNEB, letter 
grade 'A' is given to exceptional 
candidates who demonstrate 
an extraordinary level of 
competence by applying 
innovatively and creatively 
acquired knowledge and skills 
in real life situations. 

For instance, the girls who will 
be admitted at Mt. St. Mary's 
College Namagunga will be 
required to have a triple A in 
any of the subjects that make 
up a science combination, while 
their arts counterparts will have 
at least 2As and LB. 

they will need to have stronger 
grades for one to take up either 
sciences or arts," she said. 

AelSTRVS·AD'ICE 

At Maryhill High School 
in Mbarara district and 
Bweranyangi Girls Secondary 
School in Bushenyi, the 
learners must have scored a 
minimum of 2As and 1 B in the 
three core subjects for either 
arts or science combination. In addition, letter grade 'B' 

is awarded to outstanding 
candidates in a subject who 
demonstrate a high level of 
competence by applying the 
acquired knowledge and skills 
in real life situations. 

This implies that candidates 
admitted for physics, chemistry 
and mathematics (PCM), will 
need only As in each of the 
three subjects. 

Nabawanuka said at least 120 
UCE stars will be admitted to 
Namagunga for Senior Five. 

While the education ministry is happy with the 
learners' interests in sciences, Dr Turyagyenda 

SCIENCE VS ARTS CHALLENGE 
While many candidates 
qualify for either sciences or 
arts subjects at A'level, schools 
are struggling to convince 
children to take on arts. 

She made the remarks 
yesterday in an interview 
with New Vision during the 
first day of the Senior Five 
selection exercise underway 
at the Uganda Manufacturers 
Association (UMA) 
showgrounds in Kampala 

asked schools to ensure that they offer career 
guidance to candidates before they are given science 
combinations. 

Those who will be admitted 
for history, economics and 
geography (HEG) must have 
at least 2As in two of these 
subje~, while the worst dont;. 
subject must have a B. 

"Its goo'd news that many of ou(children are now 
appreCiating scierfCes. Over the years, we were 
registering very few numbers of students taking on 
sciences at post-secondary school level, but now we 
are seeing a change." she said. 

Most of the schools are 
reserving just 20% of the 
admission slots for candidates 
who will study arts. 

This is followed by letter 
grade 'C' for candidates who 
are satisfactory and have 
demonstrated an adequate level 
of competence by applying the 
acquired knowledge and skills 
in real life situations. 

Sr. Regina Nabawanuka, 
the head teacher of Mt. St. 
Mary's Namagunga, said 
the performance in the just 
released Uganda Certificate of 
Education (UCE) was by far 
better than that of 2024. 

The event, which attracted 
about 1,000 secondary schools, 
was officially opened by Dr 
Kedrace Turyagyenda, the 
permanent secretary of the 
Ministry of Education and 
Sports. 

"These are the benefits of a competence-based 
curriculum. Sciences are easy when taught right and 
the learners are demonstrating just this." she added. 

Robinah Katongole Kizito, 
the Gayaza High School 
headteacher, said it is now a 
trend that candidates demand 
sciences and not arts. 

On the other hand, letter 
grade '0' which is basic, is 
awarded to candidates who 
demonstrate a minimum level 
of competence by applying the 
acquired knowledge and skills 
in real life situations. 

However, Turyagyenda noted that the ministry 
y(iII analyse the trends on admission and advise the 
schools accordingly on how to handle the numbers "For instance, at Gayaza 

High School, the last person 
on the admitted list is a 
candidate who scored 5As and 
4Bs. This candidate can do 
both sciences and arts," Kizito 
said. 

This, she said, explains why 
studeJ).ts will be required to 
have performed exceptionally 
well in each of the subjects to 
be given a subject combination. 

"The candidates performed 
very well and that explains why 

. Frances Atima, the 
chairperson of the education 
ministry placement committee, 
srud at least 120,340 candidates 
will be placed at 866 
goveinment secondary schools, 
while 164,280 others will enrol 

going forward. 

~ 

at 1,369 private schools. 
"For candidates who will 

not be absorbed in secondary 
school, we have a Technical 
Vocational Education and 
Training ( TVET) pathway and 
they will be skilled there," she 

said. 
The situation at Mt. St. Mary's 

Namagunga is not any different 
from other top schools such as 
King's College Budo, Gayaza 
High School, Seeta High School, 
St Julian Gayaza, Namilyango 

However, Kizito said they 
will admit some candidates 
who will enrol for arts subject 
combinations. 

The last letter grade 'E' 
is elementary, awarded to 
candidates who demonstrate 
below the basic level of 
competence in applying the 
acquired knowledge and skill 
in real life situations. 
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rrhe Uganda National Examinations 
Board (UNE~) has released the 
project theme for the 2026 Senior 
[hree I arners, ahead of their 
Uganda Certificate of Education 
exams in 2027. 

UNEB issues project theme for Senior Three learners simple routine projects in Senior 
One and Two, which may be done in 
group settings or individually, for all 
the subjects offered. 

According to a statement released 
yesterday by the UNEB executive 
director, Dan Odongo, the theme 
for the 2026 Senior Three learners 
is: Embracing Creativity and Practical 
Skzlls for Sustainable Development of 
Society. 

"It shall guide project work for the 
learners as they pursue their end of 
cycle assessment for certification in 
2027. The theme has been developed 
in accordance with the project 
assessment guidelines," Odongo 
said. 

UNEB further informed teachers 

and headteachers that in developing 
their projects, the Senior Three 
learners shall be guided by the 
revised project observation checklist 
that can be accessed on the UNEB 
eRegistratlon Portal. 

Od6ngo appealed to heads of UCE 
centres to ' popularise this year's 

.. theme among teachers and learners 
for effective implementation. 

"Schools are also advised to be 
mindful of the timelines, and the 
importance of the theme to the 
learners' acquisition of skills and end 
of cycle certification." 

He said in the meantime, the 2026 
Senior Four candidates shall continue 
to use the project observation 

checklist issued in 2025. 

ABourUNEB PROJECT THEME 
As part of its mandate to assess 
learners under the competency based 
curriculum, UNEB issues a project 
theme for the learners in Senior 
Three . 

The theme guides learners to 
develop the irttegrated projects for the 
end of cycle and certification. 

The competency based curnculum 
requires learners to acquire project 
skills during the four years of the 
lower secondary cycle from Senior 
One to Senior Four. 

According to the Project Assessment 
Framework, the learners carry out 

From Senior Three to Senior Four, 
the learners are required to carry out 
one integrated project that runs until 
the second term of Senior Four. This 
integrated project is guided by a theme 
that is provided by UNEB. 

Under the Assessment Framework 
for Competency Based Assessment, 
the project work is assessed at school, 
and the achievement level is presented 
as a stand-alone on the certificate' 
issued by the examination board. 

The achievement level on the 
project reveals a leamer's creative 
competency in dealing with actual 
and contemporary real-life situations. 
Learners without project work scored .. 
do not qualify to be awarded a 
certificate by UNEB. 


