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QUOTE OF 
THE DAY 

Foe president Patrick Amuriat on President Museveni: "When he came, he promised to be in power for four years, 
but he kept changing goalposts of the Constitution under the full control of the regime, removing term limits and age limits. That is imposing 
yourself on the people." 

Ensur~ swimming and 
water safety in schools 

O
n February 15, 10-year-old SharonWanyonze 
drowned in a swimming pool ' at a resort locat­

. ed in Bukliya West Village, Njer:u Municipali­
ty, Buikwe District. Sharon's guardian had taken 

. her and another child for leisUre swimming -at the resort. 
Police say~the ~an handed the two childreii to a swimming 

pool attendant for safekeeping while he stepped away to make a 
. phone call. He returned 15 minutes later, discovered that Sharon 
was missing, and only for her body to be fo~din the pooL 

While this particular drowning incident did not ocCUr at school 
or during a school event,it triggers memories of all the young lives 
that have been lost to drowning, especially while at school or at 
school event$, and especially now !.Qat the school term is in pro­
gress. 
It is commonplace for schools these days to have swimming 

pools or have ~g arrangements for stUdents that usually 
take place at hotels or other such facilities. Because ofthis,it is im­
perative that the safety of students/learners is prioritised.P061 at­
tendants and lifeguards at these pools must be vetted andIound 

The issue: 
. Drowning. 
. C)ur view: 

It is imperative 
that the safety 
of students/ 
learners is 
prioritised. 
Pool 
attendants 
and lifeguards 
at these 
pools must 

to be qualified and responsible enough to pri-
oritise the safety of these children. . 

Last year left us reeling from the loss of 
. young lives due to drowning. On August 
3, 2025, Kevin' Nsamba , a Senior Six stu­
dent at Seeta High School, drowned dur­
ing swimming practice at the school's 
Mb.alala Campus in Mukono District. 
In October of the same year, a Senior Three 
student at St Mary's College Kisubi died after 
drowning in the schoofs swimming pool. The 
student, Peter IGrwana, allegedly drowned 
while taking part in swimming lessons. 

Recently, a first-year student pursuing a Bach­
elor of Civil and Environmental Engineering 
at Uganda Christian University drowned in a 
swirnrnfug pool in Kirowoza,Mukono District. 
Acco.rding to a 2024/2025 report by the Maker­
ere University School of Public Health, more 
than 3000 people drown annually in Uganda 

'be vetted and 
found to be 
qualified and 
responsible ... 

Behind all these n~es and cases are bro­
ken dreams,lives cut short, and furnilies strick­
en with insurmountable grief. While these in­

cidents can happen away from school, as seen in Sharon's case, 
today, we specifically call upon all institutions of learniilg, which 
have immense influence and custodianship over the bulk of our 
young people, to be very diligent in enforcing safety and guarding 
against drowning, and equip swimming instructors and pool op­
erators with lifesaving skills. 

Allan Kiiza, a drowning prevention expert and public health 
scholar, in an opinion article published in the Daily Momtorof 
February 9 titled, "Drowning in Uganda: Silent crisis escalating 
in schools," makes some valid policy recommendations that we 
must heed. 

He writes, "For meaningful change to occur, school proprietors 
and the Ministry of Education and Sports must act decisively. 
The ministry should establish mandatory national standards for 
school swirnrnfug pools, covering licensing, safety manuals, staff­
ing qualifications, and inspection schedules. ~and wa­
ter safety must be recognised as essential life skill5, not optional 
extras. School proprietors, in turn, must prioritise safety over aes­
thetics or competition. Investment in trained personnel, proper 
documentation, and continuous certification is not an expense-­
it is a responsibility." 

Our commitment to you 
We pledge: 
• To be accurate and fair in all we do. 
• To be respectful to all in our pursuit of the truth. 
• _ To refuse to accept any compensation beyond that 

provided by Monitor Publications Ltd, for what we do in our 
news gathering and decision-making. 

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel 
that we have fallen short in our attemp.t to keep these 
commitments. 

Cartoon. Insp-ector General of Police Abas Byakagaba has removed the Kampala Metropolitan Police 
Commander Mr Richard Ecega. 
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50 years on, the'EU relllains a reliable 
and forward-looking .partner for Uganda 

T
his year,the European Union and 
the Republic ofUgandaInaIi{ a sig-
. nificant milestone: 56 years ofEuro­
pean Union presence and partner­
Ship in Uganda Over five decades, 
this relationship has grown in depth, 

scale and ambition, accompanying Ugan­
da through profound transformation while 
the European Union itself evolved from a 
nine-member economic community into 
a political and economic union of27 mem­
berstates. 

Cooperation between Europeand Uganda 
took shape in the mid-197OS with the open­
ing of a European Delegation in Kampala in 
1976, at a time when both Uganda and the 
European project were navigating complex 
transitions. From the outset,the partnership 
was grounded in a shared conviction that di­
alogue and cooperation should endure. even 
in cha1lenging contexts, and that long-term 
development is built through continuity and 
trust . 

Over 50 years, the European Unionhas pro­
vided close to €5 billion in development 
fimdingto Uganda, complemented by asim­
ilarvolume ofEuropean private investment 
Early cooperation focused on rebuilding in­
frastructure, strengthening rural develop­
ment and expanding access to basic services. 
Roads, schools and health facilities support­
ed by the EU over decades have helped con­
nectcommunities,improve accesS to oppor­
tunities and support local economies. 

As Uganda has evolved, so too has the EU­
Uganda partnership. What began as develop.. 
ment cooperation has maturedinto a broad­
errelationship grounded in shared econom­
ic opportunity,regiorial stability andjoint re­
sponsibilityfor global challenges. The EU 
has been a steady partner in Uganda's tran­
sition from conflict to recovery,particularly . 
in northern Uganda, where support helped 
restore livelihoods,strengthenlocal govern-

. "" 
... and the next chapter 
of this shared journey -
will oe~Written fo­
getheI: 

Jan sadek 
ParbleI'sbips 

ance and reconnect communities to nation­
aldevelopment through programmes such 
as the Development Initiative for Northern 
Uganda 

Today, cooperation increasingly focuses on 
job creation,sustainabie growth,climate ac­
tion and social inclusion. Through the EU­
Uganda Forest Partnership and investments 
in renewable energy,collaboration supports 
environmental protection while creating 
employment and strengtheningruralliveli­
hoods. Under the IDs Global Gateway strat­
egy,this engagement is being scaled up to 
mobilise sustainable investment in energy, 
transport and digital connectivity in support 
ofUganda's long-term development ambi­
tions. 

Economic and trade relations have become 
defining pillars of the partnership. Since 
2019, tarifHree Ugandan exports to the EU 
have almost tripledfromEUR 500 million to 
approximately EUR 1.4 billion. Uganda has 
registered a positive trade balance with the 
EU since 2022, demonstrating the competi­
tiveness ofits producers. 
Fewproductsillustrate~ transforma­

tion better than coffee,long at the heart of 
Uganda's economy.EU-sup~rted initiatives 
in quality improvement,certification and 
traceability are helping Ugandan coffee ac­
cess higher-value ~ets,increasing in-

comes forfarmers and creatingjobs along 
the value chain. 

At the heart of the partnership lies a shared 
investment in people. Through education 
cooperation and programmes such as Eras­
mus+, thousands ofUgandanshave benefit­
ed from training and academic exchanges 
with European institutions.EU support has 
also strengthened access to essential health 
services, while promoting gender equali­
ty,girls'educationandthefightagainstgen­
der-based violence. 

The European UnioI1 also contin~ to sup­
port governance reforms,civil society brgan­
isations and human rights initiatives,reflect­
ing a shared und~dingthat sustainable 
development depends on accountable insti­
tutions, the rule oflaw and inclusive partic­
ipation. 

Peace and security cooperation remains 
equalIyimportant Uganda's contribu-
tions to regional stability,includingthrough 
peace support operations and hosting refu­
gees from across the region,are'widely rec­
ognised. Uganda's current chairmanship of 
the Non-Aligned Movement reflects its grow­
ing diplomatic role and commitment to mul­
tilateral cooperation. Throughout shifting 
geopolitical landscapes, the European Un-
ion has remained a predictable and reliable 
partna;supporting stability,humanitarian 
response and development for both refugees . 
and host communities. 

As we look ahead,partnership!! based on 
trust,mutualrespect and long-term commit­
mentmattermorethanevet: .• ~ 

Fiftyyears on, the European Union remains 
a reliable and forward-looking partner for 
Uganda - and the next chapter of this shared 
journey will be written together. 

I H.E Ambassador Jan Sadek. Europeap 
Union Hea~ ofDetegation to Uganda.. 
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