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Regional News 

Ooor-to-door blood donation boosts supply 
BYPHOEBEMASONGOLE 

- . 
MBALE. Hospitals in eastern Ugan-

da are reporting fewer delays in access­
ing blood for emergency cases follow­
ing the introduction of a door-to-door 
blood donation initiative by the Mbale 
Regional Blood Banle 

raise concerns about inadequate blood 
stocks. Now, by taking services closer 
to the people, we have managed to sta­
bilise supply," Dr Bumba said. 

Under the initiative, small teams-of 
health workers camp in different com­
munities to mobilise and collect blood 
from eligible donors. In some cases, en­
tire households participate. 
"If a family has five eligible members, The community-based approach, 

which takes brood collection servic­
es directly to homes, schools, 'markets 
and workplaces, has significantly in­
creased the volume of blood collected 
each month, ensuring a steady supply 
fo~ health facilities across the region. 

" we visit them, and they donate from 
the comfort of their home. Many peo­
ple are willing to donate but~annot 
travel to the blood bank, so we decided 
to go to them," he said. 

Dr Ahmed Bumba, the senior medi-' 
cal officer and manager at the blood 
bank, said the facility now collects 

~ about 5,000 units of blood per month, 
with blood group 0 accounting for " 
nearly 48 percent oftotal donations. 

"Previously, we struggled with short­
ages, and hospitals would frequently 

Dr Sumba noted that each unit of 
blood undergoes rigorous laboratory 
testing before being cleared for trans­
fusion to ensure patient safety. Even 
during. the typically busy month of 
January, the blood bank maintained 
adequate stocks, a milestone he attrib-
utes to the sustained community en­
gagement strategy. 
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"If a family has five 
. eligible members, we 

visit them, and they do­
nate from the comfort 

oftheir home, Many people are 
willing to donate but cannot travel 
to the blood bank, so we decided 
to go to them; Or Ahmed Bumba, 
the Senior Medical olHcer and 
Manager at the blood bank, 

The blood bank has also strength­
ened partnerships with local organisa­
tions to increase turnout d1}.ring dona­
tion drives. In some areas; teams are ' 
able to collect up to -120 units in a, sin­
gle outreach. Dr Bumba, who has also published 
research on blood safety in the Jour­
nal of Blood Medicine, said maintain­
ing quality Standards remains a prior­
ity alongside increasing supply. 

"In our study, we found that some 
group 0 donors carry high antibody 

levels that could cause transfusion re­
actions if not properly screened. That 
is why' strict laboratory protocols are 
critical even as we expand collections," 
he said. 

Mbale City Health Officer Moses Mu­
gonyi said the initiative has enhanced 
public participation and improved 
emergency response. 

"By reaching people where they live, 
work and study, we ensure that no pa­
tient has to wait when they urgently 
need blood. Demand continues to rise 
due to road accidents, malaria cases 
~dinaternal emergencies," he said. 

Health facilities that rely on timely 
transfusions have welcomed the devel­

"opment. 
At CURE Uganda Children's Hospi­

tal, where surgeries are conducted for 
children with neurological conditions, 
Medical Laboratory'Scientific Officer 
Deogracious Okutui said the reliable 
supply has reduced disruptions. 
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NRM~s Kedi wins Butebo 
LC5seat after r,epeat poll 
The elections were 

I.-r'""repeated after initial 
polls held on January 22 
were cancelled due to 
viqlence. 

BY DERICK W,ENANI 
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T
he National Resistance Movement 
(NRM) partyflagbearer, Mr Samu­
el Kedi, has been declared winner 
of the Butebo District LC5 chair­

person race after defeating three other 
candidates. 

Mr Kedi secured 18,866 votes, beating 
his clOsest rival, James Okurut, an Inde­
pendent and incumbent district chair­
person, who polled 15,672 votes. Isaac 
Kibuge, also an Independent, garnered 
153 votes, while Forum for Democratic 
Change (FDC) flagbearer Yasin Loba re­
ceived 70 votes. 

The elections were repeated on Tues­
day, after the initial polls held on Jan­
uary 22 were cancelled due to violence 
that resulted in the destruction of key 
voting materials and other irregulari-

>-~ties. " 
Tuesday's repeat polls were charac­

terised by heavy security deployment, 
calm conditions, and a large voter turn-
out . 

At most polling stations visited by the 
DaiJy Monitorreporter, the Biometric 
Voter Verification Kits (BVVKs) func­
tioned properly, with no reported fail­
ures in scanning voters or ballot papers. 
There was no manual voting at anypoll­
ing station across the district 

I~ By 3pm, vote counting had com­
menced at most polling stations under 
the strict supervision of a combined 
team of Electoral Commission officials 
from neighbouring districts. 

At 6pm, results tallying began. with 
figures arriving from the district's 15 
sub-counties and two toWncOtlllcils. 

Ms Beatrice Apolot, the Butebo District 
returning officer, later declared:Mr Ke-~ 
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NRM flagbearer Samuel Kedi (right) recieves the declaration form after he was declared the winner in the race for the 
Butebo District LC5 seat on Tuesday. PHOTO/DERICK WENANI 

di duly-elected as the new LCS chairper­
son. 

Following his declaration, Mr Kedi 
thanked the Electoral Commission for 
giving the people ofButebo an opportu­
nity to clect their rightful leaders with­
out bias. 

"The Electoral Commission has done a 
good service to the people ofButebo by 
giving them what they deserved. It was 
their right, and indeed they got a right 
leader that they had waited for, and we 
praythat:in thefuturemaythecommis­
sion not allow such mistakes to happen 
again," he saicL 

Peacefull poll 
Ms Sarah Bukirwa, the Elgon region­

. al elections officer, described the repeat 
election in Butebo District as peaceful, 
with a large voter turnout and no inci­
dents of electoral violence. 

Ms Bukirwa attnbuted the high turn­
reliable perfonnance of the 

BVVKs, which operated without failure. 
"This reliability encouraged manyvot­

ers who had previously stayed home to 
participate," Ms Bukirwa said. 

Assistant Superintendent of Police Al­
fred Kyempasa, the Bukedi North Po­
lice spokesperson, said the exercise was 
largely peaceful, although five people 
were arrested over alleged voter brib­
ery. 

"The election was good, though we ar­
rested five people after they were found 
involved in voter bribery at polling sta-

WINNING MARGIN 

Mr Samuel Kedi Kedi secured 
18~866 votes, beating his 
closest rival, James Okurut, an 
Independent and incumbent 
district chairperson, who polled 
15,672 votes. 

tions. Three of them were arrested 
from Kanginima and two from Petete 
Sub-county and "are currently held at 
Butebo Police Station as they await to be 
arraigned before court to be charged," 
Mr Kyempasa said. 

The elections were conducted to fill the 
positions of district chairperson, direct­
ly elected district councillors and dis­
trict women COtlllcillors. NRM flagbear­
ers won 32 out of the 38 seats. 

NRM District Administrator Kit ali 
Kakooli said some of the Independ.ents 
who won were aligned to the party, hav­
ing previously participated in its prima­
ries. 

"NRM won 32 of the 38 seats, including 
that ofLCV. The six Independents who 
also won werejust not content with the 
results of the party primaries, but they 
areNRM, sowe have 84.2 percent of the 
district council plus all MPs," Mr Kakoo­
lisaicL 
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Soroti fruit 
factory records 
Shs5b losses 
BY SIMON PETER EMWAMU 

SQ.ROTI. The Soroti Fruit Factory 
continues to grapple with mounting 
financial losses, the latest audit re­
port shows. 

The audit report for the 2024/2025 
Financial Year, released on December 
31, 2025, indicates that the factory 
posted an operating loss of Shs5.371 
billion, up from Shs4.391 billion re­
corded in the previous financial year. 

The report by the Auditor General, 
Mr Edward Akol, indicates that the 
company has averaged losses of about 
Shs5.5 billion annually over the past 
four years, further widening its accu­
mulated deficit. 

The factory, officially opened on 
April 13, 2019, by President Musev­
eni, was established to add value to 
citrus and mangoes harvested from 
more than eight million trees planted 
across the Teso Sub-region. The plant­
ing followed campaigns under the 
National Agricultural Advisory Ser­
vices (Naads) in partnership with the 
National Agricultural Research Or­
ganisation (NARO). 

However, the audit findings high­
light persistent operational and gov­
ernance challenges. The report notes 
that since January 2023, the facto­
ry has not held an annual general 
meeting and has not filed company 
returns since 2017. It also states that 
share certificates have not been is­
sued to shareholders. 

The return on assets as of June 30, 
2025, stood at 6.49 percent, a figure 
the Auditor General says suggests the 
company is struggling to generate 
sufficient revenue from its asset base 
to cover operational costs. 

Management 
The management of the plant was 

initially under the Ugancla Develop­
ment Corporation (UDC), which he~d 
an 80 percent stake on behalf of the 
government. In 2023, Cabinet hand­
ed over management to Chimaki 
Company, headed by Ms Azeb Mes­
fin Zenawi, while the government re­
tained financial oversight through 
the Treasury. 

Despite the change in management, 
financial perfonnance has not signif­
icantly improved. 

The cultural leader of the Iteso Cul­
tural Union, Mr EmorimQr Paul 
Sande Emolot, has urged residents 
of Teso to prioritise consumption of 
products manufactured at the facto­
ry, arguing that local support is criti­
cal to turning around its fortunes. 

"There is no way our fruit plant will 
post returns if our own farmers and 
people are not consuming its prod­
ucts," he said. 

Mr Julius Ekoom, th~ executive di­
rector of the factory, said the new .... 
mapagement is pursuing tnterna­
tional certification and plans to es­
tablish an independent processing -
line for mangoes, pineapples and ap-
ples. . 

The proposed automated line is ex­
pected to reduce production costs, m­
cluding bottle procurement. 

The factory currently has the capaci­
tY to crush two metric tonnes of man­
goes and six metric tonnes of orang­

- ~s per hour. 


