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ISLAMIC BANK PLEDGES SH1.7 TRILLION FOR SGR 
~ .. ~.!!~.!~~.~ .. ~~~~LI~~ ... ........... . 
The Is amic Development 
Bank (IsDB) has agreed to 
fund the construction of the 
Malaba-Kampala standard 
gauge railway (SGR)' to the 
tune of' euro 4l0m (shI.7 
trillion). However, the bank 
has given a set of conditions 
that the Government must 
fulfil to secure additional 
cheap financing for the project. 

In a meeting held at the 
office oJ .the state minister 
for works,. Musa Ecweru, at 
Nakasero Towers, Dr Issahaq 
Umar Iddrisu, the regional 
hub manager who led the 
IsDB delegation, said they had 
come to Uganda to conduct 
the last appraisal before the 
money could be disbursed. 
The meeting took place on 
Wednesday. 

Yapi Merkezi. Ecweru said the 
Government was committed 
to ensuring the project kicks 
off and that the contractor had 
already set camp. 

"This railway is transformative 
for Uganda and the wider 
region. Time is of the essence; 
we should close the financing 
process early and proceed 
without delay," Ecweru said. 

Bageya said over 60% of the 
right-of-way for the Malaba­
Kampala stretch has been 
acquired and early works 
have been fully financed by 
the Government of Uganda, 
indicating readiness to move 
into implementation. 

"SGR is a strategic and 
flagship project which is 
supposed to unlock a lot of 
the logistic costs, improve 
reliability and productivity of 
cargo movement and is also a 

Ecweru led the high-level 
Government delegation, 

Ecweru (left) leading a high-level government meeting with a delegation from the Islamic Development Bank 
(IsDB) on the Malaba-Kampala standard gauge railway (SGR) at his office in Kampala on Wednesday 

. regional project," Bageya said. 
He said the Government 

was committed to growing the 
economy IO-fold in the next 
IO-1S years. He said Kenya and 
had agreed on key elements 
on broad construction and 
implementation timelines so 
that the cross-border operation 
can be seamless when the 
network is in service. 

. which included the permanent 
secretary - in the Ministry of 
Works and Transport, Bageya 
Waiswa. The meeting focused 
on advancing appraisal. 
discussions and accelerating 
financial closure for euro 

-2.7b (over smo.8 trillion) 
railway project, which the 
'Government has 'Positioned 
as a transformative regional 
corridor to reduce logistics 
costs and strengthen trade 
competitiveness. 

"The institution is here to 
support Uganda's strategic 
project - the SGR - a project 
the bank believes should 
have been concluded and 
operational years baok. We 
are here not because of why 
you should have the project, 
but the how? The issue now 

is how to move forward as 
quickly as possible to ensure 
that we make this a ·reality. 
This is a project that is not only 
going to benefit Uganda, but 
several other countries like the 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
and South Sudan," Dr Issahaq 
said. 

.. APPRAISAL 
He revealed that they had a 
preparatory meeting in July last 
year and that they were here for 
an appraisal, which is the last 
stage of engagement with the 
Government of Uganda. 

"If we were not convinced 
that this is a project not worth 
supporting, we would not 
be here for appraisal. Tht;: 
fact . that we have come back 

demonstrates our commitment 
to this is a project that we 
want to succeed. We will 
leave no effort to ensure that 
this ambition of Uganda is 
realised," he stated. , 

Dr Issahaq, however, 
noted that they required the 
Government's support in a 
number of areas. "The IsDB 
desire is to ensure that we 
mobilise resources for you that 
are affordable. We are looking 
at supporting the project to the 
tune of euro 4l0m. 

In addition, we are trying to 
mobilise our partners the Arab 
Co-ordination Gmup. The 
Organisatiod of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries is already 
with us, and they are coming 
with about euro Isom. We 

BENIEN THE UNES 
o Bageya said over 60% 
of the right-of-way for the 
Malaba-Kampala stretch 
has been acquired and 
early works have been 
fully financed by the 
Government of Uganda. 

have engaged the Kuwait 
Fund and Qatar, and they have 
shown a desire to come on 
board. But for this to happen, 
they require us to send them 
an urgent official request -
the Government writing to 
them and asking them to get 
involved," he said. 

IsDB also requested the 
Government to ensure the 

approved money is put to use. 
"Yes, we are going to 

approve this project, but as a 
development bank, the last 
thing we want to see is projects 
approved and money is Sitting 
with us at the headquarters. 
Development only happens 
if money is transferred to the 
country and work is being 
done," or Issahaq. 

"We are-going to calion you to 
help us with the approval of the 
internal process in the country 
so that once we approve, 
getting cabinet, parliamentary, 
Attorney General and Solicitor 
General's approvals come in as 
quickly as possible and we hit 
the ground ru*ning." 

The Government awarded 
the contract to Turkish firm 

The Kenyan government 
has already completed the 
construction of the SGR from 
Mombasa to Naivasha. Plans 
are already underway to extend 
to Malaba. 

The project involves a 47Skm 
line extending through Kisumu 
to the Ugandan border. Uganda 
is then expected to connect its 
own SGR to Kampala and then 
later KSlsese, where the DR 
Congo will also pick it up and 
extend it into their territory. 

.~.~.~~~.~~ .. ~~~~.".V.~ ........ _ ............ . 

Police in Kampala have launched 
a manhJIDt for a suspect accused of 
defrauding a kyeyo aspirant of sh2sm 
lit a fraudulent overseas employment 
scheme. 

Police hunt man accused of defrauding kyeyo aspirant 
David Elalu, 44, a resident of 

~ukesa, Kakajjo II, in Rubaga 
division, is wanted by Old Kampala 
Police following a complaint lodged 
by Edward Mukasa at Lungujja 
Police Station. Mukasa reported that 
Elalu allegedly obtained sh2sm from 
him under the pretext of facilitating 
travel to Canada in November last 
year. After receiving the money, the 
suspect reportedly disappeared and 
switched off his known telephone 
contacts. 

Mukasa, a Kampala-based 
businessman, said he was introduced 
to Elalu by a friend and was assured 
that once he paid the full amount, 
arrangements would be made for 
him to travel to Canada without 
undergoing what he described as 

lengthy embassy procedures. 
"We have tried to trace him in 

all possible known locations since 
November, but our efforts have been 
fruitless. We are now seeking police 
intervention," Mukasa said in an 
interview. 

When attempts to locate the suspect 
proved unsuccessful, Mukasa 
filed a fraud case referenced SO 
2 06/rr/202S at Lungujja. Police 
subsequently arrested one of Elalu's 
alleged accomplices, who was 
arraigned before the court in Mengo. 

The deputy police spokesperson 
for Kampala Metropolitan, Luke 
Owoyesigyire, confirmed that officers 
at Old Kampala Police Station are 
actively searching for Elalu. He 
added ' that the suspect was also 
implicated in other cases involving 

Suspect: Elalu 

alleged misappropriation of funds 
from a company where he previously 
worked. 

Mukasa is among a growing number 
of Ugimdans seeking employment 

-,--=====:....=.:::..::=-==----================-====--=---======----

abroad who have fallen vrctun to 
fraudulent schemes promising quick 
processing and guaranteed travel. 
The rise in such cases has drawn 
concern from authorities. 

On Tuesday, the state minister for 
_ youth and children affairs, Balaam 

Barugahara, intervened in a separate 
complaint involving alleged travel 
fraud. The minister personally 
facilitated compensation for a woman 
identified as Dr Sheila, who had 
taken to TikTok, accusing a travel firm 
of obtaining sh7ID from her under 
the guise of arranging a Christmas 
holiday for her mother. 

"Dr Sheila, who recently went viral ' 
on TikTok calling for help after being 
conned out of over sh7ID ,meant for 
her single mother's Christnias holiday 
booking, has this evening been 

fully refunded. However, another 
complainant has since come forward, 
alleging that the same agency 
received sh2.6m from her under 
similar circumstances," Barugahara 
said. 

He added that a general inquiry file 
had been opened at CPS, Room 64, 
urging any other affected individuals 
to report to the assistant commissioner 
of police in charge of cm Kampala 
Metropolitan Police for guidance and -
support in recovering their funds. 

"We wish to assure all young people 
and Ugandans affected by fraudsters 
and scammers that Government and 
our security forces remain committed 
to pursuing such individuals. There is .. ~ 
zero tolerance for thuggery and fraud 
in our nation," the state minister for 

. youth and children affairs said. 


