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NEW~,VISION TO RESUME STUDY GUIDES MONDAY 
~.Y..~.a.~.~.~.~~.I.~.~~~.~.a. ... .. ... . 

New Vision will resume 
publication of Pass O'level 
competency-based study 
guides on Monday. 

Esther Arinaitwe, the media 
in education manager at 
Vision Group, said education 
is at the core of their service 
and that since the rollout of the 
competence-based curriculum 
in 2021, New Vision has been at 
the centre of popularfsing and 
qemysWYing it for teachers, 
learners, . p'arents and the 
public. 

Speaking during a visit to 
Kyambogo College School in . 
Wakiso, where the New Vision 
team met Senior Four students, 
Arinaitwe urged learners to 
look out for th~ study guides 
coming next week, discuss 
them in groups and write their 
feedback to New Vision. 

B£NiEN THE LINES 
4} Since the rollout of 
the competency-based 
currlcuJum In 2021, 'New 
Vision' has been at the 
centre of popularlslnq 
and demystlfylnqU for 
teachers and learners. 
==============::;= ;0. 
to lesson notes. There is a level 
beyond which a learner who 
only depengs on classroom 
notes can't go," Arinaitwe said. 

She tasked the students with 
randomly selecting a story 
from New Vision, reading it and 
explaining how it relates to any 
topic in the subjects they study. 

TIMETABLE 

(j MONDAY 
Maths 

@ WEDNESDAY 
Chemistry 

@ THURSDAY 
Physics 

@ 'FRIDAY 
Biology 

to solve real-world problems," 
Luutu said. 

ABOUT STUDY GUIDES 

She, however, added that 
'even without academic study 
guides, the newspaper is 
a vital learning aid for all 
students as it helps them to 
relate classroom knowledge to 

Abigail Ankunda, a student, 
upon reading a story in 
Mwalimu, shared that the 
story helped her understand 
the concept of career choices 
taught in the English language. 
She added that the story would 
also be a helpful guide in 
composition writing. 

Arlnaltwe (centre) speaklnq to Kyambogo College School students at the school on 
Wednesday. Students using the study material were encouraged to send feedback 

New Vision's O'level study 
guides are fully aligned 
with the competence-based 
curriculum. They go beyond 
memorisation to building 
skills, strengthening critical 
thinking and helping learners 
apply knowledge to real-life 
situations. 

Benj~ Magala, also 

the real world. . 
"No single syllabus can 

comprehensively cover all the 
knowledge that you need. Read 

• widely, understand concepts 
deepl}' and apply them. Do not 
limit your learning experience 

a student, said his chosen 
story elaborated on the topic 
of selecting leaders through 
voting, which they study in 
political education. 

From a mining story, Desire 
Abeho said he saw several 
concepts that they have learnt 
in geography. 

Arinaitwe also said reading 
news shapes behaviour and 
attitudes. The students said 
the story on an O'level star 
born without limbS" helped 
them appreciate that people 
with disability can have great 
potential while others said it 
helped them realise that they 

did not have an excuse' to 
fail . Other students explained 
that after reading a story on 
the increased crime rate in 
Kampala, they realised the 
need to be more vigilant to 
protect their belongings while 
in the city. 

history and political education 
teacher, James Luutu, 
emphasised the need for 
newspapers in education. 

"Newspapers will help 
you understand why you 
are studying that particular 
content, how it is relevant to 
you and how you can use it 

Experienced teachers and 
curriculum experts prepare 
the guides and are up-to-date 
and user-friendly for teachers, 
parents and students. In closing, the Senior Four 

Uganda to receive 94,000 HIV prevention doses next week 
J" ~ 

By;Agnes Kyofalengerire 
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Uganda is set to receive 94,560 doses 
of the J<jng-acting HIV prevention 
iniecJii15le drug lenacapavir next week' 
in a drive aimed at expanding the 
country's HIV prevention options. 

The twice-yearly injectable drug, 
already in transit, will be delivered to 
the Joint Medical Store and National 

. Medical Stores. All official launch, 
during which the first injection will be 
administered, is scheduled for March. 

NOT A SUBSTITUTE FOR CONDOMS 
Health officials say while lenacapavir is highly effective in 
preventing HIV, it does not protect against other sexually 
transmitted infections (STls) or unintended pregnancy. 

Boniface Epoku, the condom programming co-ordinator in the 
health ministry, urged continued use of condoms to prevent 

-infections such as gonorrhoea, syphilis. herpes and human 
papillomavirus • 

"Pepple test negative before sex but forget they remain exposed 
to other infections and pregnancy," Epoku said, adding that 
condoms remain a "triple protection" tool guarding against HIV, 
other STls and unintended pregnancies. 

According to.the 2022 Uganda Demographic and Health Suryey, 
only 17.6% of people reported using a condom during their last 
risky sexual encounter. . 

Dr Herbert Kadama, the national 
pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) co­
ordinator in the health ministry, said 
the drug will initially be rolled out in 
about 300 public and private not-for­
profit (faith-based) health facilities 
across the country. breastfeedmg mothers, female sex STUBBORN INFECTION RATES 

Of the total consignment, 34,560 workers and their male clients. Other 
doses, enough to benefit 17,280 key populations include fishermen, 
people, have been procured with • long-distance truck drivers and people 
financial support from the Global in multiple sexual partnerships. 
Fund. The US government has The development comes a day 
donated 60,000 doses, sufficient to after Kenya received 21 ,000 doses of 
cover 30,000 people for one year. lenacapavir for roll-out in 15 counties. 

In total, 47,280 people in high-risk Named the "Breakthrough of the 
populations will receive the drug Year" by Science magazine in 2024, 
free of charge. The priority groups lenacapavir demonstrated 100% 
include adolescent girls and young efficacy in reducing HIV infections in 
women aged 15-24, pregnant and early study results. 

Uganda continues to grapple with 
high rates of new HIV infections. In 
2024 alone, 37,000 new infections 
were recorded nationwide. 

Young' women aged 15-24 
remain disproportionately affected, 
accounting for 78% of infections 
among adolescents. Four out of every 
five young people newly infected are 
girls and young women . . 

However, the overall HIV prevalence 
h<i$ slightly declined from 5.10J0 in 

National co-ordinator: Kadama 

2023 to 4.9% last year. Annual AIDS­
. related deaths have also dropped 

significantly, from 54,000 in 2010 to 
20,000 in 2024. 

Approximately 1.5 million 
Ugandans are living with HIV, 
with about 1.3 million currently on 
antiretroviral therapy. 

Earlier this year, the National Drug 
Authority approved lenacapavir, 
manufactured by Gilead Sciences, for 
use as a twice-yearly PrEP option. 

Dr Kadama said trillning of health 
workers on administering the drug 

was ongoing to ensure smooth 
nationwide implementation. 

HOW LENACAPAVIR WORKS 
Dr Kadama said lenacapavir, 
marketed as Yeztugo for prevention, 
is a first-in-class HIV-l capsid 
inhibitor that disrupts the Virus at 
multiple stages of its lifecycle. 

In simple terms, the drug interferes 
with the formation of the virus' 
protective outer shell, preventing it 
from replicating effectively. 

Administered as a subcutaneous 
(under-the-skin) injection every six 
months by a trained health worker, 
the drug is designed as a long-term 
prevention option. 

"As long as someone remains HIV­
negative and at risk, they can continue 
to receive regular, timely doses," Dr 
Kadama said. 

"While clinical trials have focused 
on several years of use, lenacapavir is 
designed to be a long-term prevention 
tool." 

FIND OUT 
MORE ONU E .. .. 
~.N~ISION.CO.U6 
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