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upe shaken as Lango warms to NRM 
In the 2026 General 
Election, Lango voters 
overwhelmingly sup­
ported President Mu­
seveni, who secured an 
impressiv.e 84.49 per­
cent of the total votes 
cast in the sub-region. 

BY BILL OKETCH 

T
he Langu Sub-region is ill1dergo­
ing a significant political shift, 

.'-- with the ruling National Resist-
ance Movement (NRM) gaining 

groill1d while the Opposition Uganda 
Peoples Congress (UPC) faces mOill1ting 
challenges. 

In the 2026 General Election, Lango 
voters overwhelmingly supported Pres­
ident Museveni, who secured an im­
pressive 84.49 percent of the total votes 
cast in the sub-region. 

Support in Lira City was even more 
remarkable, with 85 percent of voters 
backing the President, sUrpassing sup­
port levels in his home area ofMbarara. 

The NRM's growing popularity in lan­
gO was further reflected in tlie recen~ 
LC.3 chairperson and cOill1cillors' elec­
tions~ where the party secured 68 out of 
116 seats. This decisive victory marks a 
significant departure from Lango's tra-

__ _ ilitional status as an Opposition strong-
hold. .. 

Political analysts attribute the shift to 
voters increasingly prioritising perfor­
mance-based politics over long-stand­
ing party loyalties. 

In districts such as Kwania, Otuke, 
Dokolo,Alebtong, and Amolatar, NRM 
LC3 candidates swept the polls,dislodg­
ing entrenched Opposition figures. 

However, OyamBistrict told a differ­
ent story, with UPC·emergingvictorious 

Some ofthe NRM leaders from across Lango raise their hands during a meet­
ing with President Museveni in Lira in December last year. The leaders raised 
a number of issues, especially poor connectivity. PHOTO/MUSEVENI X HANDLE 

after securing eight positions against 
NRM's six, while an Independent candi­
date claimed one seal 

Elections are still pending in two 
sub-coill1ties: Akwon in Amolatar and 
Agweng Town Coill1cil in Lira District. 

LC5 and mayoral polls 
The niling party also made significant 

strides in the LC5 chairperson and may­
oral elections across Lango. 

Results from eight out of nine districts 
and one city show the NRM winning six 
seats, UPC securing three, and an Inde­
pendent candidate taking one. 

Several in[umbent LCS chairper­
sons vacated their seats to contest par­
liamentary positions. They include Mr 
Geoffrey Ocen (Amolatar), Mr Andrew 
Moses Awany (Kole), and Mr Geoffrey 
Alex Ogwal Adyebo (Kwania). Mr Adye­
bo's bid was unsuccessful after losing 
the UPC primaries, while Mr Awany, 
an NRM member, contested as an Inde­
pendent in Kole South but lost to NRM's 
Henry Boniface Okol 

NRM victories were recorded in Kwa­
uta, Kole, Lira, Apac, and Alebtong dis­
tricts, while UPC won in Dokolo, Amo­
latar,and Oyam districts. 

ELECTION RESULTS 

Parliamentary 

NRM: 18 seats 
UPC: 12 seats 
Ind: one seat 

LC5councii 
NRM: six seats 
UPC:.two seats 
Independent: two seats 

LC3councii 
.NRM: 68 seats 
UPC: 33 seats 
FOC: two seats 
Independent: 11 seats 

An Independent candidate tri­
umphedin Otuke. 

Incumbent LC5 chairpersons who 
lost their seats include Mr David Kenne­
dy Odongo (Alebtong),Mr Benson Wal­
ter Dila Oyuku (NRM,Oyam),Mr Asante 
Ikomba Odongo (UPC, Apac), and Mr 
James Otto Apili (NRM,Dokolo). 

In l>yam,former LC5 Chairperson Nel­
son Adea Akar of UPC reclaimed the 
seat he had lost to NRM's Dila in 2021. 
Adea garnered 45,914 votes against Di­
la's 24,041, securing a margin of victory 
Of21,873 votes. Independent candidate 
Peter Emill1a received 1,078 votes. 

Mr Sam Atul ofNRM retained the li­
ra City mayoral seat after defeating sev­
en contenders. He polled 16,905 votes, 
followed by UPC's Mike Ogwang Veve 
with 11,752 votes, and Independent 
candidate George Okello Ayo with 3,221 
votes. 

In neighbouring Kwania District,NRM 
flag bearer George Akaca won with 
26,612 votes, narrowly defeating UPC's 
Patrick Ogwang Obia, who garnered 
24,108 votes. 

Parliamentary polls 
In the 2026 parliamentary elections, 

Lango Sub-region delivered a mod­
est recovery for UPC, which secured 12 
seats in the 12th Parliament. 

The UPC's winning seats are: Wom­
an MP Dokolo (incumbent Sarah Agu­
ti Nyangkori), Amolatar (newcomer,Ms 
Janet Auma Okao), Oyam (incumbent, 
Ms Santa Sandra Alum Ogwang), and 
Kwania (incumbent,Mr Kenny Auma). 

Directly-elected: Dokolo South (Mr 
Vmcent Opito),Oyam. North (incum­
bent, Dr Eunice Apio Otuko), Kioga 
COill1ty (Ms Colline Angwech), Kioga 
North (Mr Geoffrey Ocen, Amolatar in­
cumbent LCS chairman),Maruzi Coill1-
ty (Mr Peter Obong Acuda), Moroti 
Coill1ty (newcomer,Mr Leo Elem),Ajuri 
COill1ty (newcomer, Mr Fred Jalameso), 
and Lira City West Division (incumbent, 
Mr Vmcent Shedrick Obong). 
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MASAKA. The High Court in Masa­
ka has deferred the hearing of a case 
in which students of St Bernard Sec­
ondary School, Manya,in Rakai District 
are facing charges in connection with a 
dormitory fire that claimed the lives of 
10 stuaents. 

Appearing before Masaka Resident 
Judge Lady Justice Victoria Nakintu 
Katamba on TUesday, the prosecution 
informed the court that the scheduled 

____ " -witnesses had ~ailed to appear and re-
quested an adjournment. . 

State" prosecutor Deborah Itawu said 
she needed more time to present the 
witnesses. 

However, defence lawyer Sam Ssekye­
wa objected to the request, arguing that 
the ~tate had already been given suffi.­

. cient time to present its witnesses but 
had failed to do so. 

He said if the prosecution is grant­
ed more time, it should be the last ado. 
journrnent. 

Mr Ssekyewa also asked the court to 
consider hearing the accused persons' 
bail application, noting that they have 
been on remand for seven years. 

The prosecution alleges that Hen­
ry Taremwa, 18, a resident of Manya 
Trading Centre in Rakai District, Alex 
Mugarura, 18, a resirlent ofKihinga VIl­
lage, Kasaana Sub-coill1ty in Sheema 

Rakai school fire suspects return to 
court a year after colleague's acquittal 

St Benard S5 dormitory fire suspects in court on February 18. The accused 
persons have been on remand for over seven years. PHOTO/MALIK FAHAD 
JJINGO 

District, Dickson Kisuule, 18, a resident 
ofKifamba Stib-countyinRakai District, 
all students at the same school, and Edi-

son Niyo, alias Edie, 22, a self-employed 
resident of Manya Trading Centre, to­
gether with others still at large, on No-

vember 11,2018,at St Bernard's SS,Man­
ya, in Rakai District, killed Remigious 
Tamale and nine other students in a 
school fire. 

In her ruling, Justice Nakintu said the 
State had not provided specific reasons 
for the absence of the witnesses, de­
spite the tight hearing schedule. She ob­
served that the prolonged remand of 
the accused persons infringes on their 
rights, including the right to a fair and 
speedy trial. 

"The accused persons have been on 
remand for seven years, four months 
and six days. In the circumstances, I am 

Not happy. 
We expected the 
trial to kick off, but 
unfortunately the 
State didn't have the 
witnesses. This is a 
matter that has been 
the system since 
If they have failed to 

present the witnesses, the State 
should close its case 
- Sam Ssekyewa, defence lawyer. 

allowing the adjournmenlHowever,on 
the next sitting date, should the State 
fail to present its witnesses without rea­
sonable cause, this court will consider a 
bail application by the accused persons. 
The matter is adjourned to March 4,for 
hearing,"sheruled. 

According to the amended charge 
sheet, three students and one resident 
of Manya Trading Centre are facing 
48 cOill1ts,including 10 COill1ts ofmur­
der, 36 COill1ts of attempteci murder, 
one COill1t of arson and one count of at­
tempted arson. 

Speaking to journalists after the court 
session, Mr Ssekyewa said the defence 
had long awaited the hearing of the 
case and was surprised that the State 
was still not ready to proceed. • 

"We expected thetIial to kick off, but 
unfortlll1ately the State didn't have 
the witnesses. This is a matter that has 
been in the system since 2018. If they 
have failed to present the witnesses;the 
State ShOl,Ild close its case,"he said. .. ~ 

In 2024, the court acquitted Mo­
ses Taremwa, who had been jointly 
charged with the trio, after finding that 
his detention for more than five years 
exceeded the maximum sentence aju-
venile could serve. " 

The court ordered his release,noting 
that he had beefi ajuvenile at the time 
ofhis arrest and that his human rights 
had been grossly violated during and 
after his arrest. 
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