The partnership will also strengthen environmental protection mechanisms, enhance poli-
cy implementation and intensify public sensitisation through kingdom structures.

NEMA ED Dr Barirega Akankwasah (left), Katikkiro Charles Peter Mayiga (2nd left), Buganda Kingdom envimnmenf minister Mariam Nkalu-
" bo (right) during the signing ceremony of the MoU to preserve the environment and natural resources. PHOTO/SHABIBAH NAKIRIGYA

Nema, Buganda sign

environmental -
protection agreement

SHABIBAH NAKIRIGYA

uganda Kingdom and the Nation-
al Environment Management
Authority (Nema) have signed a

memorandum of understanding, :

to mark a beginning of closer institution-
al collaboration between the two entities.

The Katikkiro of Buganda, Charles Pe-
ter Mayiga, said the partnership formal-
ises shared responsibility in environ-

mental compliance,monitoring and pub- :

lic awareness, and will help translate na-
tional policies into action at the grass-
roots.

“Environmental governance cannot :

succeed in isolation, rather it requires
unity between statutory authorities such
as Nema and institutions such as king-
doms that work directly with commu-

nities”Katikkiro Mayiga said during the '

signing of the MoU at Bulange, Mengo.
He noted that Buganda’s clan system,

characterised by totems and sub-totems
found in forests, wetlands, lakes and
swamps, historically served as a tradi-
tional conservation mechanism.

“Our natural resources such as forests,
wetlands, lakes and rivers are not merely
natural assets. They are part of our identi-
ty and our responsibility to future gener-
ations. Protection and sustenance of our

heritage”he told membersin attendance.

The event also saw the launch of the Air :

is Life programme aimed at addressing
air poltution, which officials described as
one of the most pressing but least visible
environmental threats.

“Air pollution is one of the most press-
ing but least visible environmental

: threats. It affects the health of our chil- :
: dren, health and the productivity of the :
: workforce and the biggest risk is the im- :
: pairment to the health of our children :
: the babies and the infants”Mr Mayiga ex- :
: plained. :
Citing global estimates indicating that :
: between six and seven million deaths oc- :
: cur annually due to air pollution, Katik- :
: kiro Mayiga warned that the invisiblena- :
: ture of pollutants often leads to compla- :
: cency. :
i “Because youcannotseethepollutants
: in the air we breathe, we tend not to give :
: itthe attention it deserves. Yet theimpact “:
: onpublichealthis enormous,’hesaid.
:  Onhis part, the executive director of Ne- :
: ma, Dr Barirega Akankwasah, said the :
: agreement demonstrates recognition :
: that environmental conservation cannot :
: beleftto government alone. :
“This agreement aims at working to- :
: gether with the Buganda Kingdom to :
: promote environmental conservation. :
: The future of our environment cannotbe :
: managed by central government alone :
: but also by cultural institutions that have :
: protected our land for years,”Dr Akank- :
: wasah said, adding that cultural insti- :
: tutions have historically played a criti- :
: cal role in safeguarding natural resourc- :
: es,which in turn support tourism, liveli- :
: hoods,health and cultural norms. - :
environment means protecting our own :

5 : More support S
:  “These natural resources have support- :
: ed us in several ways - tourism, financial :
: development, health and preservation of :
: culture and norms,he said.
: vironmental protection mechanisms,en- :
: hance policy implementation and inten- :
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“We expect to implement available

: policies in protecting the environment
: together with Buganda Kingdom. This
: will contribute to the National Develop-
: ment Plan IV, which aims at safeguard-
: ing the environment for a better Ugan-
: da,”he said, before warning that envi-
: ronmental degradation affectsnot only
¢ wildlife but also communities, cultures
: ‘and economies.

“If we destroy natural resources, it

: doesnot affect only the creatures resid-
: ing there. All tribes, cultures and the fi-
: nancial status of our country are affect-
: ed,’henoted.

: Continued challenges

' Dr Akankwasah noted that Uganda

: continues to face challenges including
: wetland encroachment, forest degrada-
i tion, poor waste management, air pol-
: lution and climate change.

“To resolve these challenges, we need

: to work together with different stake-
: holders and bring communities on
: board so they are sensitised on how to
: protect the environment from their re-
spective areas,”he said.

Long before, Dr Akankwasah said,

: modern environmental policies were
: enacted, kingdoms had their own strat-
: egies of conservation, including protec-
: tion of sacred forests, totems and water
: sources.

“Those strategies are still very impor-

: tant because nothing has changed. We
: request the kingdom to continue pro-
: tecting the environment in all ways be-
: cause we know people are very obedi-
: enttothekingdom, he said.

Buganda’s Minister for Environment

: Mariam Nkalubo reaffirmed the king-
: dom’s commitment, saying the part-
: nership would help to translate poli-
: cyinto measurable outcomes across all
: counties.

“We are connected to the environ-

: ment. Our culture is intertwined with
: nature, and we are committed to en-
: suring measurable environmental out-
: comes across the 18 counties,”Ms NKka-
: lubosaid.
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