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Why. pests are a 
big cause of worry . A griculturalists define pests as living organisms 

that damage crops, affecting both their quality 
andquantiqtThesepestscancausecropdiseas­
es that sometilnes lead to the destruction of en-

tire fields.Fanners Often investconsiderable amounts 
ofmoneyto control pests, which can significantlyre­
ducetheirprofits.1bcombatthesepests,theymaypur­
chase pesticides or hiie labourers, both of which in-
creaseproductioncosts. • 

SomefunnersstruggIetore3dand understandall the 
pesticide appTication gllidelines,1eading to incorrect 
application methods on their crops.Pesticides are tox­
ic substances designed to kill insects that hann crops, . 
whether inthe field or during stbrageJmproperuse of 
pesticides poses a significant heahhrisk to consumers ' . 
\'.lhO may unknowingly consume contaminated crops. . 
Unfortuna~somefanners prioritisethe preserva- • 
tion oftheirCl'Opsoverthe healthoftheconswners. 

IrrespoIlSlbie pesticide use can result in severe nega­
tiveimpacts on the environment and biodiversity.For 
inst,ance,pesticidescanalsokillbeneficialinseds,such 
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as bees, which are essentialfur 
pollination. 

Many pests create physi­
cal damage to crops, such as 
maize and beans, by drill­
ing holes that decrease thejr 
quality. Crops with visible 
holes are less like1yto be pur­
chased,causing financial loss­
~ for farmers. Additio~ 
certain pests introduceharm-

, ful germs and toxins into the 
crops, making them danger-
01,lS for consUJnption. A com­
mon pathogen associated 
with this is aflatoxin. When 
pests drill into seeds, they hin­
der gennination and compli­
catestDrageeffurtsforfunners. 

Some pests, such as the black 
coffee twigboreJ;invade the planfs growth areas and 
consume water or plant sap, resulting in wilting of 

It is important to note thatnot all 
pests can be eliminatea ~1h chemi­
cal treatments. In fact,some pests, 
particularly certain .. Yiruses, currently 
have no known: chemical cure. . 

twigs or even whole branches, causing significantloss­
es fOkthe funneI: Others, such as rodents,nematodes, 
and teImites,attack the roots ofplants.Jnt:erest:ingl\T, 
individuals who trespass into neighbouring fields to 
steal crops are also classified as pests,causing similar 
lossesasrodents. . 

- - . Addition~ pests.such as caterpillars and locusts 
feed on leaves, while some, such as the maize stem 
bol'e1}specificaIly target the stems. Birds and human 
thieves are known to consume fruits,fiuther impact­
ingfunners. 

A -common feature among many pests is their ten­
deni:y to target specific crops. For example, banaDa 
weevils do not attack coffee or niaize. It is also impor­
tant to note that not all pests can be eliminated with 
chemical treatments.In fuct,some pests, particularly 
certain viruses, currently have no known chemical 
cure. 
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The partnership will also strengthen environmental protection mechanisms, enhance poli­
cy implementation and intensifY public sensitisation through kingdom structures. 

NEMA ED Dr Barirega Akankwasah (left), Katikkiro Charles Peter Mayiga (2nd left), Buganda Kingdom environment minister Mariam Nkalu­
bo (right) during the signing ceremony ofthe MoU to preserve the environment and n·atural resources. PHOTO/SHABIBAH NAKIRIGYA 

Nema, Buganda sign 
environmental 
-protection agreement 
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uganda Kingdom and the Nation­
al Environment Management 
Authority (Nema) have signed a 
memorandum of understanding, 

to mark a beginning of closer institution­
al collaboration between the two entities. 

The Katikkiro of Buganda, Charles Pe­
ter Mayiga, said the partnership formal­
ises shared responsibility in environ­
mental compliance, monitoring and pub­
lic awareness, and wilfhelp translate na­
tional policies into action at the grass­
roots. 

"Environmental governance cannot 
succeed in isolation, rather it requires 
unity between statutory authorities such 
as Nema and institutions such as king­
doms that work directly with commu­
nities,"Katikkiro Mayiga said during the 
signing of the MoU at Bulange,Mengo. 

He noted that Buganda's clan system, 
characterised by totems and sub-totems 
found in forests, wetlands, lakes and 
swamps, historically served as a tradi­
tional conservation mechanism. 

"Our natural resources such as forests, 
wetlands,lakes and ~ are not merely 
natural assets. They are part of our identi­
ty and our responsibility to future gener­
ations. Protection and sustenance of our 
environment means protecting our own 
heritage,"he told members in attendance. 

The event also saw the launch of the Air 
is Life programme aimed at addressing 
air pollution, which officials descnbed as 
one of the most pressing but least visible 
environmental threats. 
"Air pollution is one of the most press­

ing but least visible environmental 

threats. It affects the health of our chil­
dren, health and the productivity of the 
workforce and the biggest risk is the im­
pairment to the health of our children 
the babies and the infunts,"Mr Mayiga ex­
plaine<i 

Citing global estimates indicating that 
between six and seven million deaths oc­
cur annually due to air pollution, Katik­
kiro Mayiga warned that the invisible na­
ture of pollutants often leads to comI?la­
cency. 

"Because you cannot see the pollutants 
in the air we breathe, we tend not to give 
it the attentio~it deserves. Yet the impact . 
on public health·is enormous,"he said. 

On his part, the executive director ofNe­
ma, Dr Barirega Akankwasah, said the 
agreemenf demonstrates recognition 
that environmental conservation cannot 
be left to government alone. 

"This agreement aims at working to­
gether with the Buganda Kingdom to 
promote environmental conservation. 
The future of our enviionment cannot be 
managed by central government alone 
but also by cultural institutions that have 
protected our land for years,"Dr Ak3.nk­
wasah said, adding that cultural insti­
tutions have historically played a criti­
cal role in safeguarding natural resourc­
es, which in turn support tourism,liveli­
hoods,health and cultural norms. . 

More support 
"'!hese natural resources have support­

ed us in several ways - tourism, financial 
development,health and preservation of 
culture andnorms,"he said 

The partnershipwill also strengthen en, 
vironmental protection mechanisms,en­
hance policy implementation and inten-
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Under 
the pro- . 
gramme, 
Katikki­
roMayi­
gapledged 
to advance 
airquali­
tymonito­
ring, increa­
sing public 
awareness 
andsup.­
portingda­
ta-driven 
environ­
ment;a!de­
cision-ma­
king. 
At least 15 
airquali­
tymoni­
tors have 
already 
been dis­
tributed 
across the 
kingdom's 
counties, 
withad-. 
ditional 
equipment 
donated to 
theKaba­
ka. 

sify public sensitisation through king­
dom structures. 

"We expect to implement available 
policies in protecting the environment 
together with Buganda Kingdom. This 
will contnbute to the National Develop­
ment Plan Iv,which aims at safeguard­
ing the environment for a better Ugan­
da,"he said, before warning that envi­
ronmental degradation affects not only 
wildlife but also communities, cultures 
and econoniies. 
"If we ' destroy natural resources, it 

does not affect only the creatures resid­
ing there. All triPes, cultures and th~ fi­
nancial status of our country are affect­
ed,"he noted. 

Continued challenges 
. Dr Akankwasah noted that Uganda . 
continues to face challenges including 
wetland encroachment,forest degrada­
tion,poor waste management, air pol­
lution and climate change. 

"To resolve these challenges, we need 
to work together with different stake­
holders and bring communities on 
board so they are sensitised on how to 
protect the environment from their re-
spective areas,"he said. . 

Long before, Dr Akankwasah said, 
modern environmental policies were 
enacted, kingdoms had their own strat­
egies of conservation, including protec­
tion of sacred forests, totems and water 
sources. 

"'!hose strategies are still very impor- • 
tant because nothing has changed We 
request the·kingdom to continue pro­
tecting the environment in all ways be­
cause we know people are very obedi­
ent to the kingdom,"he said 

Buganda's Minister for Environment .. .. 
Mariam Nkalubo reaffirmed the king­
dom's commitment, saying the part­
nership would help to translate poli­
cy into measurable outcQmes across all 
counties. . 

"We are connected to the environ­
ment. Our culture is intertwined with 
nature, and we are committed to en­
suring measurable environmental out­
comes across the 18 counties,"Ms Nka­
lubosaid 
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