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"When he came, he promised to be in power for four years, 
but he kept changing the goalposts of the Constitution ... " 

Eviction of vendors, 
a 'national challenge 

Friday'S eviction of street vendors in Kampala has 
sparked outrage, sympathy and heated debate across • 
Uganda. While city authorities argue that the clean-up 
is neceSsaryW restOre order, traffic flow and public hy- . 

giene, the reality on the ground tells a story that is far more com· 
plex than a simple urban planning exen:ise. 

Street vending is more than a nuisance; it is a lifeliil.e for tens . 
of thousands of Ugandans. Street markets sustain families, pay 
school tees and put food on tables. The people affected are not 
faceless "informal traders" they are mothers, fathers and youth 
wh o, in the absence offormal employment opportunities, have 
carved out a means of survival. To evict them without alterna­
tive solutions is not just a Kampala problem; it is a national gov-
ernanceissue. . 

Kampala, as the capital, naturally sets a precedent. But the les­
son extends beyond city boundaries. Cit­
ies such as Jinja, Gulu, Mbale and Mbara­
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ra face similar tensions between urban or­
der and informal livelihoods. The way Kam­
pala handles this.crisis.will shape national 
attitudes toward Urban policy and the del­
icate balance between regulation and hu­
mandigruty. 
It is undeniable that urban sp aces re­

quire order: Streets blocked by hawkers 
disrupt traffic, limit access for emergency 
vehicles and can compromise safety. But 
heavy-handed evictions, often carried out 
with minimal notice and force, fail to ac­
knowledge the broader socio-econ omic 
context. The vendors' predicament is symp­
tomatic of a deeper national challenge: 
high youth unemployment, limited formal 
sector opportunities and the growing pres­
sures of urbanisation . 

A government that seeks to modernise its 
cities must also modernise its approach to 
governance. Policies must be iIiclusive, par­
ticipatory and humane. Eviction should 
be a last resort, preceded by dialogue, relo­

cation options and support pro~es. For instance, vendors 
could be allocated designated stalls, introduced to co-operative 
frameworks, or offered training to transition into formal market-
places. . 

Furthermore, this issue highlights the importance of national 
coordination. The Kampala Capital City Authority (KCCA) can­
not act in isolation. ministries of Trade, Finance, Labour and Lo­
cal Government must collaborate to ensure that urban regula­
tion does not become urban marginalisation.A patchwork ap­
proach that punishes the most vulnerable while allowing larger, 
more powerful informal actors to continue unchecked will only 
exacerbate inequality and fuel resentment. 

Our cities are growing, our population is expanding and eco­
nomic opportunities remain limited. The eviction of vendors is 
a reflection of national priorities. Are we committed to inclusive 
growth that protects livelihoods while improving public spaces, 
or are we content with policies that prioritise aesthetics 8ver hu­
man dignity? The answer will shape the social contract between 
citizens and the State for years to come. 
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• To be accurate and fair in all we do. 
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c KCCA on Friday evicted street vendors from the central business district. 
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EU~s intervention is welcome 

D
eep in thought about the where­
abouts of Uganda's main Oppo­
sition leader after a raid on his 
home and the JSSault ofhis wife 

by State security forces,my mind turned t6 
Bobi WIne's missing official photographer 
and fihnmaker,Andrew Natumanya, whose 
whereabouts remain unknown following 
the 2026 elections. 

Scrolling through Natumanya's official 
X account, I noticed that for more than a 
month he had made no updates, contrary 
to his usual 2417 activity. His family, too, does 
not know his location. He joins a growing 
list of missing Ugandans, including Sam Mu­
gumya and John Bosco Klbalama. 

Amid these concerns,! came across a viral 
tweet from the European Union Parliament 
regarding Uganda's 2026 elections. On Febru­
ary 12, the EU Parliament adopted three res­
olutions on human rights violations in Iran, 
Turkey and Uganda. The resolution on Ugan­
da highlighted election shortcomings, the 
state of human rights, and democracy. It was 
adopted by 514 votes in favour, three against, 
with 56 abstentions. 

The resolution condemns widespread in­
timidation, harassment, detention of Oppo­
sition figures, Internet blackouts, persecu­
tion of Bobi Wine and Dr Kiiza Besigye, sus­
pension of civil society,torture, and enforced 
disappearances-acts the EU describes as 
crimes against humanity that undermine its 
principles, values and development cooper­
ation.EU Parliament members called for im­
partial investigations into atrocities commit­
ted by political and military leaders. 

In Uganda,reactions to the resolution were 
mixed. Victims of oppression welcomed the 
EU's stance demanding accountability, while 
some enablers of oppression aligned with 
the ruling National Resistance Movement 

The EU has every right 
to monitor Uganda. 
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accused the EU of interference in Uganda's 
sovereign affuirs. 

For instance, a respondent using the name 
Walokoka Omwijukuru tweeted: "This is not 
a colony of the EU Parliament. You have alot 
of issues to solve ill your backyard; deal with 
them first." Such statements are not random 
social media outbursts-they are often or­
chestrated to intimidate development part­
ners seeking accountability. 

Nowhere in the world should abductions, 
sexual assault, electoral fraud, physical bru­
tality,cyber harassment, enforced disappear­
ances, or torture by the military be consid­
ered normal in·the 21st century. No Ugan­
dan or African shoUld defend such acts; re­
gardless of political differences, tribe, gender, 
faith, or race. 

Uganda is a member of the United Nations 
and party to the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, the International Conven­
tion for the Protection of All Persons from 
Enforced Disappearances (CED 2010), and 
the Convention Against Torture (CAT 1987). 
The government is therefore obliged to pro­
tect citizens'lives, conduct free and fair elec­
tions, and safeguard democratic rights un­
der both UN and EU human rights instru-

ments, including the European Convention 
on Human Rights (1950). 

Unfortunately, the repression, abductions, 
torture, brutality, and electoral violence wit­
nessed during Uganda's 2026 elections vi­
olated the 1995 Constitutioh and key inter­
national instruments, includID.g the African 
Charter on Democracy and the 1CGLR Pro­
tocol on Democracy and Good Governance, 
which mandate rule oflaw, separation of 
powers, and free elections. 

Nations must adhere to international 
norms to enjoy trade, investment, and dip­
lomatic relations. On this basis, the Europe­
an Union invests approximately €150 billion 
in Africa, including €1,4 billion in Uganda, 
with €ll5 million currently funding projects 
in agriculture, green jobs, climate resilience, 
tourism, human capital development, and 
refugee support. 

As a major investor and trade partner, the 
EU has every right to monitor Uganda, espe­
cially where European taxpayers' money is 
spent. The world is a global village: what af­
fects one part affects the other. Surging mi­
gration from Africa to Europe is often driv­
en by unemployment, poverty, and politi­
cal persecution steinming from bad govern­
ance. By calling for electoral reform, an end 
to political oppression, and respect for hu­
man rights, the EU is protecting its own in­
terests while upholding global humanity. 

Similar abuses in Uganda's past, particu­
larly during the 1di Amin era, forced the EU 
to suspend diplomatic ties. Today, the EU is 
trying to prevent Uganda from returning to 
that past and ensuring accountability for for­
eign assistance . . 

Robert Kigongo is a sustainable 
deve~pmentan~sl . 
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