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What more is needed to make the new -
curriculum effective for learners? -

_ BY DAPHINE NAKABIRI 

-
edness, and financial constraints continue to af- _ 
feet learning outcomes. -A s Uganda continues to implement the new 

- lower secondary curriculum, schools are ad-
_ justing to learner-centred teaching methods , 
!: that emphasise research, creativitY. practical 

Recognising that learners are the primary ben­
eficiaries of these reforms, students of Bastion -
High School Kawempe share fuctors that should -
be addressed to ensure the curriculum achieves 

skills, and continuous assessment. While many 
_ students appreciate these ch~ges, challenges 
_ such as limited resources, uneven teacher prepar-

-

its intended goal!\ ¥ld supports academic success, 
person~ development, and future career readi­
ness. 

~ 

-

PhionaNazzlwa, S.6 
Parents and gu~rdians 

should be more involved 
in supporbng learners 

~ ~~ Jovan Ntege, SA 
~ ' Careerguidanceshould _ 

I , ,,;, : be strengthened so that 

. at home by providing 
learning materials, 

- Internetaccess,and 
encouragement for 

- "- ~ research work. 
-

~-r ·',~ ", -'\.~ '-, 

:~~\'-

.. ' 

- Shakirah Mugala, SA 
Thecostofresearch, 

printing, and project 
_ materials is high for some 

famiUes. Government -_ should help reduce these 
- expenses to promote 
- equal learning. . 
-

- -s 
Mark Travour 
MwesilWa, SA 

Students need 
- guidance on time 

management to balance 
academiqs, skills t raining, 

_ and co-curricular 
activities without 
becoming overwhelmed. 

lanOtim,SA 
Learners with 

disabilities and learning 
difficulties require 
specialised support, 
adapted materials,and 
frained teachers to 
fully benefit from the 
curriculum. 

~ 
Shakirah Kirabo, SA 

Large class sizes make 
it difficult for teachers 
to monitor projects 
and provide individual 
attention thus reducing 
congestion in classrooms 
would improve 
participation, supervision, 
and performance. ' 

students understand _ 
howtheirsubjects 
and skills connect to ' 
future education and 
employment. 

Aminah Nakimbugwe, 
SA 

Continuous 
assessment involves 
many assignments, which 
can be stressful. Schools 
should balance academics 
with students' mental 
wellbeing. 

~ :. ~ 

Gift Kisakye, SA 
Teachers need more 

training and support 
to effectively deliver 
the new curriculum. 
When educators fully 
understand assessment 
methods, students benefit 
from clearer guidance. 
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Sheencrs new 
class is haunted 

BY ARNOLD MUGABE 

A
t the beginning of the 
term, Sheenah picked 
the class room keys from 
the staffroom so that she 

. couid have the class cleaned 
over th~ weekend before 
students arrived on Monday. 
,But when she called the 
cleaner, the woman was still 
in a taxi. , 

"Please wait for mel will be 
there in 30 minutes." 

Sheenah decided to open 
the classroom and wait 
inside. 
All the desks were covered 

in dust and cobwebs were 
clinging to corners. 
Sheenah chose a seat 

positioned exactly like the 
one in her former class. She 
dusted the chair and sat 
down. The dust was thick. 
Playfully, she traced her 
pointing finger across the top 
of the deSK beside her and 
wrote, "Dust me." 

She snapped a photo, and 
sent it on WhatsApp to Sisi. 
'Come and clean your desk 
you girl."sh~ captioned it. 

Sisi replied almost instantly. 
"Omg! Sheenab did you 

n.otice the footprints in the 
dust on the desks? What on 
earth was walkingup there?" 

When she leaned closer, 
she saw them. Some looked 
like small long hands, almost 
like those of a chimpanzee 
at Entebbe Zoo. Others 
were hooves and paws. 
The footprints looked as if 
something or many things, 
had been dancing across the 
desks. 

"Sisi this is creepy! I am 
leaving. I think this class is 

haunted," Sheenah texted : straight into the control 
Sisi. : room. Sh€enah, w'as 

'Then Sisi typed back: "No, ~ trembling and remained 
wait.ChecktheCCIVfootage ' : on the floor at the class 
flrstIamcomingover." : entrance. From inside the 

The control room key was ~ control room, she heard 
on the same bunch as the : drawers opening and closing, 
classroom keys. : then finally, the distinct 

Slowly, Sheen'ab opened : sound of something being 
thecontroiroomdoor,which : pulled.out. ' 
was in the cornel' at the ' ~ The cleaning lady bad 
back of the claSs. How~ver, : pgHed out the pard drive of , 
instead of pushing it open ~ the CCIV camera footage. 
normally, she grabbed a long: In that moment, Sisi arrived 
broomstick and used it to : running. 
push the door open slowly: "I heard you scream as I 
just in case. : reached at the gate," Sisi said 

Inside the control room, ~ breathlessly.'1 came with the 
it was complete darkness: askari.Whathappened?" 
despite the early evening: The askari stood nearby, 
outside. : concerned. 

The light switch was in the ~ "Oh my God, should we 
exact position as the one : call the nurse? This looks 
in her former class editing -:' serious." 
roorn.Shestretchedherhand: Before Sheenah , could 
and flipped on the light. But ~ speak, the cleaning lady 
almost immediately, she felt : came out of the control room 
a cold, slimy hand push her : and interrupted. 
hand aside and flipped the ~ "She is fine," she said 
switch off : impatiently. "just a 

Startled, Sheenah retrieved : concussion. She probably hit 
her hand and let out a cry. : her head on the door frame. 
As she turned around to ~ Take her home. She will be 
run, her eye saw a thing that : alright." 
jumped and leaped out of: EveFything had baJJIe­
the control room window. It : toofast,thatSheenah 
was wearing a yellow polka ~ knowwhatto believe. 
dress. "Oh okay," the askari said 

Sheenah ran and headed: slowly.'1fshe is fine, take her · 
towards the class door to : home. I need to close the 
escape. However, in that Lgate." 
moment, the cleaning lady : As Sheenah'i was being 
appeared at the doorway : supported to her knees by 
and grabbed her into a ~ Sisi,shesawthecleaninglady 
sudden bear hug. : holding a yellow polka dot 

"It's alright, my child. Lie ' : hankie, similar to the dress 
down for a rninute,~ she said ~ ¢at the'thing'was wearing. 
calmly, and helped Sheenah : However, she was too scared 
to sit down. : to point it out. She would tell 

The woman then walked : Sisi late!: . 
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