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Foreign News 

BRIEFLY 

__ TRIPOLI 
. 'Five bodies of migrants 
washed ashore in Libya 
Atleast five bodies ofmigrants,includ­
mgtwo women, have been washed 
ashore in the east of Libya's capital 
Tripoli,Mr,Hassan Al-Ghawil, the head ' 
ofinvestigationsatthe~rAl-AJd1yar 
police station told Reuters at theweek­
end. Libya has become a transit route 
for migrants fleeing conflict and paver­
tytoEurope. ' 

NAIROBI 
Heavy rains e~ect~ in 
several parts of Kenya" 
The Kenya Meteorological Depart­
ment has issued a heavy rainfall alert 
for large parts of the country, warning 
of potential flooding from Saturday, 
February 21, to Wednesday,February 
25. The affected areas in the Lake Vic­
toria Basin, the.~ Valley and Nairo­
bi,among others. 

" 

NEW DELHI 
Brctzil does not w;mt 
'new Cold War', says Lula 
Brazil does not want a "new Cold 
War",President Luiz inacio Lula da Sil­
va said yesterday,urgingthe Trump 
administration to treat all countries 
equally ahead of a trip to meet the US 
president."! want to tell US President 
Donald Trump that we don't want a ' 
new Cold War,"Mr Lulatold the press. 

,', 
ISLAMABAD 
Pakistan launches air 
strikes on Mghanistan 
Pakistan has carried out multiple 
overnight air strikes on Afghanistan, 
which the Taliban has said killed 
and wounded dozens of people, in- ' 
cluding children. Islamabad said the 
attacks targeted several alleged mil­
itant camps and hideouts near the 
Pakistan-Afghanistan border.' 

www.monitor.co.ug 

KYIV 
Police officer killed, Z4 
people wounde.t in blast 
One police officer was killed and 24 

, other people were wounded after 
several "homemade explosive devk· 
es detonated"at midnight in Lviv,in 
western Ukraine, the police said yes­
tenjay.Lviv Mayor Andriy Sadovyi, 
called the incident a terrori$t act. 

- RElITERS/BBC 
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Dwindling cash under:inines 
Afric~s malaria control goal 

, The African Lead-
ers Malaria Alliance 
(ALMA) reports that 
progress has stalled , 
since 2015, with only 
five member states 
meeting the 2030 tar- ' 
get. of reducing malaria 
incidence or mortality 
by 75 percent. . 

BY GITONGA MARETE 

A
frican heads of state have 
warned that Africa risks miss-

. in~ 2030 target to eliminate 
malaria, as declining funding­

threatens to reverse decades of pro­
gress and drive-up deaths from the 
disease. 

A report released during the 39th 
Ordinary Session of the African Un­
ion Asse~bly of Heads of State and 
Government in Addis Ababa, Ethio­
pia, indicates that member states ac­
counted for 270.8 million malaria cas­
es (96 percent of the global total) and 
594,119 deaths (97 percent) in 2024. 

The African Leaders Malaria Alli­
ance (ALMA), under the leadership 
of Botswana's President Duma Gide­
on Boko, reported that progress has 
stalled since .2015, with only five mem­
ber states meeting the target ofreduc­
ing malaria incidence or mortality by 
75 percent. The report did not name 
the five countries. 

"The perfect storm of converging cri­
ses threatening malaria elimination 
has intensified. Official Development 
Assistance for health in Africa has de­
clined by 70 percent injust four years, 
and the 'Eighth Replenishment of the 
Global Fund fell significantly short of 
its $18 billion (Shs64.31 trillion) tar­
get," Pre~ident Boko wrote 41 th~ re­
port released on February 15:-

He added: "We cannot allow these 
challenges to reverse decades of pro­
gress that have prevented 1.64 bil­
lion ~ and saved 12.4 million lives 
since 2000." 

Founded in 2009, ALMA is a coali­
tion of African heads of state and gov­
ernment working across borders to 
achieve a inalaria-free Africa by 2030. 

Malaria is transmitted to humans 
through the bite of an infected fe­
male Anopheles mosquito, which in­
jects Plasmodium parasites into the 

A nurse administers a malaria vaccine to an infant at the Lumumba 
Sub-county Hospital in Kisumu, Kenya, on July1, 2022. PHOTO/REUTERS 

bloodstream. Treated mosquito nets 
have been central to controlling the 
disease,providing both a physical and 
chemical barrier that kills or repels 
the insect 

The ALMA report warns that a 30 
p~rcent ~ed].lcti9n in funding could 
result in 146 million addition-
al malaria cases, 397,000 ex-

deaths surpassing one million each 
yecn: 

To mitigate the crisis, countries 
across the continent have increased 
domestic financing commitments 
and appealed to global partners to 
honow Rledges, ~enew the Wgrld 

Bank's Malaria Booster Pro­
gramme, an!i align support 

with national strategies. 'tra deaths (75 percent 
among chiltlren un­
der five), and a $37 bil­
lion (Shs132.2trillion) 
loss in Gross Domestic 
Product by 2030. 

2030 The original World 
Bank Malaria Boost­
er Programme (2005-
2010) committed more 
than $1 billion (Shs3.57 

trillion), delivering trans-'AU member states 
have called for urgent ac-

TARGET TO 
ElMININAfE MALARIA 

tion, warning that malar-
ia cases could rise significant-
ly in the coming years, potentially ex­
ceeding 400 million annually, with 

formative results. Today, 
African leaders are urging 

a renewed programme to close 
ftmding gaps, deploy next-generation 
tools, strengthen community health 

worker programmes, and build cli­
mate-resilient health systems. 

Response to declining funding 
In response to the ftmding shortfall, 

African leaders reaffirmed their com­
mitment to mobilising domestic re­
sources and engaging the private sec­
tor, philanthropic foundations, high­
net-worth individuals, and the diaspo­
ra through a public-private health ac­
celerator. 

Tanzania is among the countries 
adopting new research-based strat­
egies to combat malaria, which re­
mains Africa's greatest health threat. 

"Our approach has spanned the 
full spectrum of what it takes to beat 
this disease. Tanzania has invested in 
world-class research and is home to 
the Ifukara Health Institute, where our 

-scientists are pioneering new tech­
nologies, including gene drive-an 
innovative approach that aims to en­
sure mosquitoes can no longer trans­
mit the malaria parasite. This is Af­
rican science, conducted by African 
researchers, addressing an African 
challenge," said Tanzanian President 
Samia SuluhuHassan. 

AfriCan leaders also emphasised the 
importance oflocal manufacturing to 
ensure affordability, access, and supply 
chain resilience. . 

According to the report, countries 
strengthening initiatives to reduce 
malaria prevalence include Benin, 
Burkina Faso,Nigeria, Senegal, and Su­
dan, which have increased funding or 
introduced new strategies for 2025. 

Currently, Africa imports 99 percent 
of vaccines and 95 percent of med­
icines. The ALMA report highlights 
that Nigeria has entered partnerships 
for local production of antimalarial 
treatments and rapid diagnostic tests, 
and is worlcing to establish the first Af­
rica-manufactured next-generation 
nets. 

The African Medicines Agency, now 
ratified by 31 countries, and Regional 
Economic Communities are harmo­
nising regulatory frameworks to accel­
erate the registration of new commod­
ities across the continent. 

"Full deployment of existing and 
new tools, combined with full ftmd­
ing, could save over 13.2 million lives ' 
over the next 15 years and boostAf­
rican economies by more than $140 
billion (Shs500.21 trillion). Every dol­
lar 'invested in the Global Fund deliv­
ers$19(Shs67,886)inreturns.Wehave 
the tools. We need the resources," said 
Dr Michael Adekunle, CEO of the RBM 
Partnership to End Malaria 

Hungary to block 
new EU sanctions 
on Russia over 
Ukraine dispute 
BY REUTERS 

BUDAPEST. Hungary will block the Eu­
ropean Union's next package of sanctions 
against Russia, the foreign minister said 
yesterday, the latest step aimed at pushing 
Ukraine to resume the flow of Russian oil 
through a pipeline supplying Hungarian 
refineries. 

Shipments of Russian oil to Hungary and 
Slovakia via the Druzhba pipeline have 
been cut off since January 27, when Ky­
iv said a Russian drone strike hit pipeline 
equipment in Western Ukraine. Slovakia 
and Hungary say Ukraine is to blame for 
the prolonged outage. 

The EU is currently preparing its 20th 
sanctions package against Russia over·the 
war in Ukraine. While negotiations are on­
going, many member countries would like 
to agree the package in time for the fourth 
anniversary of Russia's full-scale invasion 
of Ukraine, on Tuesday. 

"At tomorrow's Foreign Affairs Council, 
the EU aims to adopt the 20th sanctions 
package. Hungary will block it," Foreign 
Minister Peter Siiijarto said on the X plat-
form. ' 

He added: "Until Ukraine resumes oil 
transit to Hungary and Slovakia via the 
Druzhba pipeline, 'we will not allow deci­
sions important to ~to move forward." 

DEEPENING ISSUE 

The issue has caused one of the 
angriest disputes yet between 
Ukraine and neighbouring Hunga­
ry and Slovakia. Both countries are 
EU and Nato memberS, but their 
leaders have bucked the largely 
pro-Ukrainian consensus in Europe 
to cultivate warm ties with Mos­
cow. 
Last Friday, Mr Szijjarto said Hun­
gary would block a 90-billion-eu­
ro (Shs 378.83 trillion) EU loan for 
Ukraine to fund its defence against 
Russia until the Druzhba shipments .. .. 
resumed. The EU needs to amend 
its budget law to unlock the loan - a 
step requiring unanimous backing. 
Hungary and Slovakia h~e also th­
reatened to stop electricity sup-
plies to Ukraine over the issue. 
Ukraine's Foreign Ministry 
condemned what it described as 
·ultimatums and blackmail" by the 
Hungarian and Slovak governments 
on Saturday. 


