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LETTERS LETTER OF THE DAY 

Janani Luwum and the 
Courage Uganda still needs 

• • - I • 

Affirlllative action on land rights: 
A just solution for the Ik of Kaabong 

With a population of about 
15,241, the Ik are amo.!lg Ugan­
da's smallest and most histor­
ically marginalised indige­
nous communities. Living in 
Timu, Morungole and Kamion 
sub-counties in Kaabong Dis­
trict on t1J.~ edge of Kidepo Val' 
ley National Park, the survival of 

On February 15,2025,speaking on Mega .FM'sTeyat Talk the Ik has for long depended on 
Show in Gulu,Northern Uganda Bishop Emeritus Binoni land and forest resources. 
Ogwang reflected on the man who had recruited him into Their survival was disrupted 
ministrydecadeS·earuer.He described Archbishop Janani in the 1960s when their ances- ' 
Luwum as a man of quiet strength and unwavering convic- tral territory was gazetted in-
tion.Although he came from a traditional baCkground,he to what is now Kidepo Valley 
carried rare spiritual steadiness. He was notloud:He was National Park. Displaced from 
steady. their traditional hunting and 

During tfiat interview,Bishop Binoni recalled achieve- gathering grounds, the Ik were 
'ments that revealed Luwum's depth long before 1977.To- pushed deep into the steep 
getherwith Northern yganda Bishop Emeritus Nelson On- mountainous escarpments un-
ono Onweng,he helped lead the translation of the Acho- suitable for agriculture, settle-

' li Bible from Genesis to Revelation, a demanding three- ment, or infrastructure devel-
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his consep-ation as Bishop of Northern Uganda in Gu- ty and cross-border raids fur-
lu on January 25, 1969, crowds filled and overflowed the ther deepened their vulnerabil-
grounds in what many stillrecall as the largest gathering ity. Decades later, the structural 
ever witnessed at such a ceremony in the region.Among consequences of that displace-
those present were President Milton Obote,Zambia's for- ment remains unresolved. 
mer president, and senior officia}s,incll,lding presidenUdi In Timu Sub-county, for ex-
Amin,Internal Affairs minister Oboth Oftunbi and police ample, large portions of land 
chiefEPnayo Oryema. This was not a marginal cleric who are designated as a forest re-
stumbled into history. He was already a moral force. serve. The Ik largely occupy 

Eight years later, that quiet strength would be tested in rocky highlands, while relative-
the darkest chapter ofUgantla's history. ly flat and fertile land lies with-

On February 16, 1977,Archbishop Luwum did not walk in the Timu Central Forest Re-
into a nieeting.He was arrested and taken before a regime serve, covering approximately 
that had already silenced thousands. Uganda was gripped 11,751 hectares. Although some 
by fear. Disappearances were common. Arbitrary arrests community members cultivate 
and detentions had become routine. Families se9I'Ched for within the reserve for survival, 
loved oq,es who never returned. Speaking out carried con- concerns persist over limited ac-
sequences. cess to arable land and land for 

What followed was not acrediblejudicial process but a development. . ' 
staged appearance before power,a proceeding whose out-· Furthermore, key public ser-
come had long been decided. that evening, the govern- vice delivery infrastructure 
ment announced that the archbishop had died in a car ac- such as Timu Health Centre II, 
cidentFew believed it then, and few believe it today. Eye- the two community-owned pri-
witness testimony and subsequent historical investiga- mary schools (Lokinene and 
tions established that he had been shot after appearing be- Timu primary schools), and 
fore Amin and senior security officials. The attempt to dis- the recently constructed po-
guise his killing only confirmed what many already knew: lice station in Timu Sub-coun-
the rule oflaw had collapsed. ty are currently located on for-

Yet in that darkness,Luwum refused silerice.His courage est land. This presents a seri-
was not theatrical defiance but moral conviction in a sea- ous policy dilemma. The con-
son when fear governed public life.As Archbishop of the cern here is that having been 
Church ofUganda,he had publicly protested State killings empowered by ACode and KHH 

in 2025, through a Civic En- to the health of ecosystems by 
gagement Meeting (CEM) and supporting biodiversity and reg­
the Citizen Engagement Ac- ulaoog the environment. How­
tion Plans (CEAPs), the Ik com- ever, there are concerns about 
munity petitioned the Govern- increasing encroachment in­

'ment of Uganda through Kaa- to Timu Central ForeSt Reserve 
bong District Local Govern- by both the Ik and other mi­
ment to have their health cen- grating ethnic groups such as 
tre II upgraded to a Health Cen- the Dodoth, for cultivation and 
tre III, and that the two commu- other human activities such as 
nity schools be coded. Their de- charcoal burning. 
mands are legitimate and con- , Climate change has already in­
stitutionallygrounded.Yetifthe tensified environmental stress 
government were to be respon- in the Karamoja Sub-region. 
sive to such demands, would Uganda must safeguard its for­
there be secure and legally rec- est cover. It is vital to note that 
ognised land to support their conserVation cannot come at 
expansion? the expense of historical jus-

The Ik indigenous people tice.Sustainableenvironmental 
don't believe in cutting trees be- management should be done in 
cause of the immense values 'a manner that offers a delicate 
they hold such as providing vi- balance or in a manner that is 
tal resources, cultural signifi- just. This would most likely; give 
cance, and ecological support. due consideration of the histor­
They offer food, medicine, build- , ical conteXt and the systemic in­
ing materials, and fuel, while al- , justices-endured by the Ik indig­
so being integral to spiritual be- ellOUS people. 
liefs and traditional practices. ' This calls for deliberate affirm­
Furthermore, trees contribute ative action. 

The Ministry of Lands, Hous­
ing and Urban Development, 
in collaboration with the Minis­
try 9fWater and Environment, 
should consider a special legal 
or policy framework granting 
the Ik secure tenure over a de­
fined portion ofland currently 
under forest designation. Such 
an approach need not disman­
tle conservation efforts. Rath­
er, it can establish communi­
ty-managed zones that all.ow 
settlement, controlled agriCul­
ture and infrastructure develop­
ment while maintaining ecolog­
ical safeguards. 

Uganda has precedent In 2021, 
. the Constitutional Court rulea 

in favour of the Batwa indige­
nous people, acknowledging 
their illegal eviction from ances-

Bwindi, Mgahinga and Echuya 
national parks. The court recog; 
nised that the commUnity had 
been treated inhumanely and 

, ordered fair and just compen- . 
sation. 

For decades, the Ik have borne 
the cost of national conserva­
tion priorities without ade­
quate compensation or inte­
gration into development plan­
ning. Granting them secure 
land access within a structured 
and environmeritallY responsi­
ble framework would not weak­
en conservation objectives. On 
the contrary, it would strength­
en ~em by aligning ecological 
sustainability with social inclq­
sion and local stewardship_ 

The path for,w(ll'd is not .a 
choice between conservation 
and community. It is"coexist­
ence anchored injustice, poli­
cy clarity and the-politifal w-ill 
to correct long-standing ineq­
uities. 

Oscord Mark Otile, -. .". 
oscord.otile@a~?de-,u:6fg '-

and arbitrary arrests. Together with fellow church lead­
ers,he delivered a formal protest letter condemning the re­
gime's violence.At a time when many politicians,clergy,in­
tellectuals and ordinary citizens had fled into exile, gone 
underground or retreated into suryiyalsilen(!e,Luwum 
stood in the open.He refused to sanctify injustice with qui- . 
et compliance. . 

His murder shattered the illusion that fear could pefffi-a; :. 
nently sustain power.It exposed brutality beyond denial. 
International pressure intensified.Domestically,resistance 
hardened. His death became a moral indictment~f dicta­

. Do you tbinktertiary institutions are prepared to teach students in line with the new cun.i~ 

torship. 
Today,memorials stand in his honour: a shrine at Wrig­

wengin Mucwini,Kitgum;Luwum Street in Kampala; 
Church House on Kampala Road, and a statue among mod­
ern martyrs at Westminster Abbey in London. His name 
has outlived his executioners. Given his place in Uganda's 
history,-it is worth considering whether-Entebbe Intema­
tionalAirport should be renamed Jananl Luwum Interna­
.tional Airpert (JIJA). 

Nations are shaped not only by soldiers.and presidents 
but by the moral courage-ofthose who refuseto bless op­
pression. Every generationfaces moments when fear 
tempts silence. . 

Nearly five decades later, Archbishop Luwum still con­
fronts Uganda wi~ a question: when the moment de­
mands courage, will we speak,orwill we be remembered 
for our silence? 

Caesarlubangakene, 
caelubangakene®ginail.com 

Boreen Katusiime, 
Head teacher 
I do not think they have the 
knewledge because the Na- ' 
tiona! CUniculum Develop­
ment Centre-has not devel­
oped a curriculum for them. 

Men:yAbok, 
Head teacher 
I am not sure if they are be­
cause what is currently hap­
p-ening.at A-Level is the high­
est level the curriculum has 
been taken. I don't know if 
university lecturers have 
been trained. 

Paul Oboi, Headteacher 
Most tertiary institutions 
have been taking the compe­
tence-based approach teach­
ing,most of them have been 
focusing on making sure the 
student does the research 
and coursework while the 
teacher guides them. 

AggreyMayende, 
Head teacher , 
I believe they are aIready-do­
ing that because universities 
produc-e students for-the la­
bourmarket. They ~ould 
find it easy to handle the S.6 
students we send them . . 
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