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Practical skills. This mode of 
education is steadi~y shifting from 
memorising notes to students 
applying classroom knowledge to 
practical skills in problem solving 
and innovations that encourage 
research beyond classrooms, in 
real life situations. 

How new curriculUlll is 
eDlpowering learners 

Tbegame 
changer. 
Before 
I joined 
secondary 
school,1 
didn't know 
that piastic 
waste could 

• tum into 
something 
useful. But 
through the 
project work, 
lleamthow 
to tum the 
waste into 
something 
useful. 
- Henry 
Tumusiime, . 
learner at 
Boston High 
School in 
Entebbe. 

CURRICULUM 

BY 5YLlVIAKATU5HABE 

F
or many learners, education 
is no longer just about pass­
ing exams. Under the lower 
secondary school, or compe­

. tence-based curriculum rolled out 
in schools in 2020, students apply 
the acquired knowledge in real life 
situations, rather than just mem­
orizing information for examina­
tions, skills that educationists say 
were missing in the previous sys­
tem 

This mode of education is steadi-
ly slrifting from memorising notes 
to students applying classroom 
knowledge to practical skills in 
problem solving, innovations, that : 
encourage research beyond class- ; 
rooms,in real life situations. • 

time of identification of the prob­
lem up to the end,"Walusimbi said. 

He noted that since the govem­
'{llent has not provided funds to 
that effect, parents should always 
come in to support their children 
although the school encourages 
learners to develop projects that 
are cost friendly. . 

Walusimbi further said that the 
curriculum demands research yet 
some learners lack access to com­
puters and smartphones, limiting 
their full potential to explore ideas. 

He called on the government to 
increase funding and support out­
standing learners' innovations be­
yond the classroom. 

.Henry Tumusiime, a leamer.at L 5tud_ents of Mityana 5econdary_SchQol showcas~ how_the.,Y..manufacture 'paye.r:~Jrom plasti~ waste_as p~ _; 

Another teacher, Perez Bwire, 
a Physics teacher at Seeta High 
School in Mukono said that the 
competence based curriculum has 
transformed how learners relate 
with the topic. 

"When we teach elertri<;i.ty, 1e<!Pl- _ 
ers immediately connect it to what 
they use at home. They understand 

Boston High :;chool in Entebbe, is ; oftheir project work. PHOTO DAVID WALUGEMBE . 
. one of the many students benefit- . 
' ing from this curriculum's empha- learning is 'not only about read- , ity aJlId problem solving. 
sis on competence based learning. ; ing and passing exams but also ac- i According to Kato Walusimbi, . 

He notes that the curriculum em- quiring a skill that can support you the headteacher of Kansanga Seed 
phasises'bringing classroom situa- ; even outside school,"she said. School, the competence based cur­
tions to real life, noting that at the The Ministry of Education and riculum-was designed to shift edu­
end of the topic, they.are required Sports (MoES) through the Natioil- cation from assessing what learn­
to identify a problem and in the al Curriculum Development Cen- ers know to evaluating what they 
name of project work. tre (NCDC) revised and rolled out can do with the knowledge ac~ 

Tumusiime developed a project ; a New Competency-based Curric- quired. 
on proper waste management, . ulum to learners of senior one in , "Under the new framework, 
aimed at addressing plastic pollu- January 2020. learning is learner-centered, with 
tion in his communities by collect- · However, the Covid-19 outbreak emphasis on continuous assess-
ing discarded plastic bottie tops and the subs,equent closure. of ment, project work, collaboration 
and recycling them. . schools delayed the progress ofim- and practical application of the 

"Before Ijoined secondary school, ; plementation. knowledge acquired," Walusimbi 
I didn't know that plastic waste ; The curriculum aims at improv- said. 
could turn into something use- ing the quality and relevance of Walusimbi explained that project 
ful. But through the project work, secondary education and ensur- work forms a significant part offi­
I learnt how to tum the waste in- ing that post primary students are nal assessment with marks submit­
to something useful," Tumusiime armed with skills needed in the ted to Uganda National Examina-
said. workforce. tion Board (Uneb) contrIbuting 20 

Tumusiime, who is new in his sen- Under this curriculum learn- percent as the end of cycle exams 
ior four vaca.tion, said he has ex- ers benefit from bigh order think- are marked at 80 percent 
tended the skill to his home, and ing exercises while slow learners . He adds that the curriculum has 
when he is not helping his parents will benefit from peer interaction, , positively changed learners' atti­
at the farm, he maKes door mats for . which is different from the old cur- . tude towards education, especially 
his home. . riculum that was competitive in . questions on why they were leam-

"I have made door mats for my ; nature and assessment aimed at re- ing certain topics. , 
home and I have also trained my . alisingthe best student "It is a very good curriculum . 
young sibling,"Tumusiime said. The new curriculum is accommo- when implemented because it un-

Benitah Nanyonga, a student at St . dative as it provides room for skill veils the abilities/potentials of the 
Denis SecondarySchool in Kampa- development for every student , leaners into real life situations. 
la, said that the competence based across the board. They now understand why they 
curriculum has helped her discov- According to the National Curric- are being taught certain concepts 
er talents beyond academics. ulum Development Center (NCDC), and how these apply in our daily 

Through the project work, N - the lower secondary curriculum, lives,"Walusimbi stated. 
yonga learnt baking, which she de- the syllabus ,provides three chap- , He added; "When it comes to pro­
scnbesasaskillthatcutsacrosssev- ters to be covered each term in . ject work, a learner identifies. a 

He highlighted that one of the . powerconswnptionandhowtore­
best projects is the automated : duce costs,"Bwire said. "Indeed it 
school bell system developed by has changed the perception of why 
the student that the school has we study something." 
since adopted However, he noted that challeng-

"I asked him why he came up es including large class sizes in 
with the idea, and said we have two i some schools, limited materials, 
block and one is behind the other, . and inadequate time for project 
so when the time keeper rings the : work affects the learning ltrocess. 
manual bell, student in the behind ' "In schools, which are not well 
block don't hear it, so some times equipped. The learners don't have 
enter or come out of class late and ' the physical touch of those items 
decide he to develop an automat- • because most of the learning out­
ed bell that can be heard to all the comes are obtained after doing. 
blocks and time management will something. So there is a challenge 
be better;Walusimbi said. . of a lack of items, like instructional 

He explained that learners under- materials for a topic." 
taking project work are attached to He recommended dedicated pro­
a supervising teacher who guides. ject supervisors, increased inspec­
them through idea development, , tion and documentation oflearn­
production and final assessment. ers'projects to increase their scope 

The other projects developed out the classroom level. 
by leaners include organics fer- Bwire said that although these 
tilizers, liquid soap, cough syrup, projects are for examination pur­
eco-friendly dustbins among oth- poses, there is need to follow up the 
ers addressing commUnity chal- ' best ideaS to develop further and 
lenges. can be used at national level. 

"The ideas are there, the learn-
Challenges , ers have them. There should be an 

Despite the progress, Walusimbi ; inspection from UNEB, check on 
said that funding remains a major those ideas and the best should be 
c..h~enge, particularly for project " 'picked up and can be taken to an­
work that requires materials that . other level,"Bwire said. 
are sometimes beyond the readily The Education Ministry spokes-
available in schools. person, Dr Dennis Mugimba said 

- __ .:", er.alstibiects. - - --- - , everv",?rUer£Stdd€nfsgetanac- proofemilithecoIfimufutyandis 

"A student may identify a very that the sector encourages schools 
good problem but the material to . to use the materials that can easily 
be used to come up with that good . be accessed in their localities. 

-project ~s ve.ry expensiv:e becaUs~1-=- Un devel()ping the best projects ... -.--~ --..,_ . ", - - .... ~. ,. .... 
"In baking, you apply mathe- . tivity of integration at the end ot' ' able to lQenury a SOlUuon: 

matics through measurements, · every chapter or topic. The marks . 
It must be documented from the 

art through cake designs and are added and converted to 10 at 
shape, and you also find chemistry the end of the term. ABout THE NEW CURRICUlUM 
through understanding the heat Students also choose at least two 
regulationandmixingingredients," . subjects from three chapters or a ,- Menu 
Nanyonga said. topic covered every term, with the . 

What began as a school project, teacher's guidance. Project marks 
with support from her mother, has ; are also added and converted to 
grown into a small baking business ' 10.Atthe end of the tenn, a student 
providing her with a soUrce of in- has 20 percent and the examina-
come. . tion is marked out of80 percent 

Nanyonga now makes cakes in ' Educationists argued that the on­
her home inMukono for sale and is . ly system was producing learners 
able to get customers, ' . who would pass exams but strug­

"I have come to understand that :. gled with critical thinking, creativ-

The Lower Secondary Curriculum Menu consists of20 sub­
jects. A school is expected to select 12 subjects to be offered 
out of the 
20 subjects on the menu. At 51 and S2, learners are expected to 
offer 11 compulsory subjects plus one elective. At S3 and S4 
learners are expected to offer a minimum of8 and maximum of 
9 subjects, out of which 7 are compUlsory. 
~:M~ofEducaUon 

further, Mugimba encouraged the 
schools to involve the private sec­
tor, noting that the government 
has limited resource envelope. 

"We do have any resource set 
aside for prompting the student 
ideas, however, the encouragement 
to school is to always involve the 
private sector because it can look 
at some of these projects and get • 
interested and decide to take them 
on into product development," 
Mugimbasaid. 

He stated that at the moment the 
project work is mainly for learning 
and assessment purposes. 
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