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Embrace that school project, the work is worth the effort 
BY JOAN SALMON 

f]rdecades, Uganda's education cur­
rirulum was mostly the6retica}, and 
industry players complained that 

employees graduating from ~insti­
tutions w~notready for the workplace. 
Those who studied under the old syllabus 
were bent on masteiingthe content in the 

books and reproducing it during exams. 
~gs have since changed to a more ' 

practical curriculum, but this not proper­
ly appreciated by this generation. 

SaciIy,many students do not want to em­
brac~ the projects that are expected of 
them. 

I agree that it is labour-intensive and _ 
tak$ time, 40wever, if you think it 

- throUgh, the fOCus on p~ctical projects is 

meant to open up the mind. To start with, 
they open one's mind to the problems in 
their community and how they can be re-

"' solve~. This prompts the learner to think 
out of the box. 

But!beyond that, while one may think 
that their idea is great, it may not be ac­
cept~ble to the community where you 
wantto deploy it. , 

Therefore, doing these projects forces 

. 

you to check if the public wants it. That 
calls for interacting with your intended us­
ers Wore creating something. That takes 
the aSsumption out of the works. 

There is more that project won brings to 
the table, and while it is not an easy path,it 
is wdrth your while. ~ 

MO!:-eover,it helps to sharpen your crea­
tivitY: That is more important that insist­
ing on getting good grades . 
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Time to get back to school 
PICTORIAL The first term of2026 
started in several phases. The first 
students reported for school 'on 
February 10, 2026 after nearly three 
months on holiday. The senior one 
learners will also start school on 
March 2, 2026, while their senior five 
counterparts will start o"n March 5, 
2026. Stephen Otage's camera re­
centlycovered tt=le return of several 
learners to school. 
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A bQda ~a ride transports children to school on Jinja Road on February 11. 
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A boda l::io<1a 
-+-rider loiuls-his-' 

motorcy'c.I~", , ' 
witO-I~age ~ 
of a'stu<ient on 
Kim Road dn • 
February 10: 

A vendor sells second hand bags at Nakawa market on 
" February 1. 

__ , __________________ ,_ _ _ _ _ __ , ___ ~UQcLtl$l!lsP9rts leamer:sfoll9wing.theopeningof __ _ 
People load a truck belonging to Namilyango College with beds on February 1. schools for Term One on February 11. 

50 _ _ _ ~ ~_ _ _ _ _ ~ _~ _ 
A vendor sells books at Nakawa marekt on February 1. 
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