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The court issued a 
temporary injunction 
restraining KCB Bank 
Uganda, its agents and 
auctioneers from selling 
the property. 

BY JUliET KIGONGO 

The High Court Commercial Divi­
sion has granted a temporary in­
junction restraining KCB Bank 
(Uganda) Ltd from selling or oth­

erwise dealing with the Kololo home 
of the late Cedric Ndilima Babu,pend­
ing determination of.a substantive suit 
over a disputed mortgage protection 
insurance policy. 
In her ruling delivered yesterday, As­

sistant Registrar Mulondo Mastula 
held that the administrators of Babu's 

. estate had raised triable issues regard­
ing the bank's contractual obligations 
to ensure renewal of insurance linked 
to the mortgage facility. 

The application was filed by Olive Zai­
tun Kigongo,Babu's mother, and Alison 
Gallagher, his widow, who are co-ad­
miniStrators of his estate. They sought 
to block KCB from foreclosing on Con­
dominium Unit NO. 2 at Plot 1, Fumu 
Lane, Kololo, which served as the f~-
ilys residence. . 

Cqurt records show that Babu ob-' 
tained a mortgage facility from KCB 
in July 2023, secured by the Kololo 
property. Following his death in May 
2025, the bank issued demand and 
default notices, indicating its inten­
tion to foreclose after the outstanding 
loan balance stood at about $182,710 
(Shs652.93m). 

The applicants argue that under 
Clause 7.17 of the facility agreement, 
the bank was contractually obliged 
to ensure continuous renewal of a 
group mortgage protection insurance 
policy through its bancassurance 

Court blocks sale of 
CedricBabu~s home 

arrangement. 
They contend that .had the policy 

been renewed, the insurer would have 
cleared the outstanding loan upon Ba­
bu'sdeath. 

KCB, however, said that responsibili­
ty for renewing the policy rested with 
the borrower and that the insurance 
had lapsed in August 2024 after Babu 
allegedly failed to provide funds for re­
newal. 
In resolving whether the applicants 

had established a prima facie case, the 
court emphasised that it was not re­
quired at this stage to determine the 
parties'final rights, but only whether 
there was a serious question to be tried. 

"The mortgage facility agreement in 
issue is unambiguous on two points,~ 

the court stated, "that is, the loan was 
secured by the dispute property, and 
the parties agreed that the borrower 
would insure the prop~ 

However, the court noted that Clause 
7.17 expressly'provided that all insur­
ance renewals shall be placed through 
the KCB Bancassurance~ and further 
stated that where the borrower failed 
to renew, the bank shall automatical­
ly renew the insurance policies at the 
borrower's cost. 

"Plainly read, this clause mandates 
that the bank ensure continuous cover, 
albeit Charging the cost to the borrow­
er,~the registrar ruled. 

She found that the competing inter­
ppetations advanced by the parties 
raised issues of contract interpreta-

tion that could only be conclusively re­
solved at trial. 

"At this stage, it is sufficient that the 
, evidence placed before the court dis­

closes a matter that warrants exami­
nation at trial,~she held. , 

• On tlle question of irreparable 
injury, the court rejected KCB's 
argument that any loss could 
be compensated by damages, 
noting that the property in 
dispute was the family home 

occupied by the widow and 
three children . 

"It is not in dispute that there is 
an impending threat in form of the 
2nd Applicant and her children losing 
theirfamily's shelter permanently;"the 
court observed. 

. Citing earlier authorities, the regis­
trar held that eviction from a matri­
monial home constitutes irreparable 
harm because financial compensation 
wouldnot adequately address the dis­
ruption and distress caused. 

CLAUSE CLARITY 

The court noted that Clause 7.17 
expressly provided that all insu­
rance renewals shall be placed 
through the KCB Bancassu­
rance" and further stated that ' 
where the borrower failed to 
renew, the bank shall automati­
cally re'new the insurance poli­
cies at the borrower's cost. 

"The potential eviction of a spouse 
3J.ong with three dependent children 
constitutes a material injury that goes 
beyond the measurable market value 
of the property,~the registrar held. 

The court further found that the bal­
ance of convenience favoured. main­
taining the status quo, noting that the 
applicants remain in possession of the 
property and that the bank would not 
suffel:, undue prejudice if sale was de­
layed pending trial 
"If it proceeds with sale now and lat­

erthe suit succeeds, equity would be ill­
served,"the registrar ruled, adding that 
KCB could still enforce its security if it 
ultimately prevailed. 

KCB had argued that the application 
was incompetent because the appli­
cants failed to deposit 30 percent of the 
outstanding loan amount as required 
under the Mortgage Regulations when 
seeking to halt a sale. 

The court disagreed, finding that the 
main suit and injunction application 
had already been filed before the bank 
issued its notice of sale in February 
2026. It further held that Regulation 13 
grants the court discretion where the 
applicant is a spouse of the mortgagor. 

"In the exercise of the discretion 
granted under Regulation 13(6), the 
court is not persuaded that this is a 
proper case in which the spouse of the 
mortgagor should be compelled to de­
posit 30 percent,~the registrar held. 

The court consequently issued a tem­
porary injunction restrailling KCB, its 
agents and auctioneers from advertis­
ing, selling, evicting, or otherwise deal­
ing with the Kololo property pending 
determination of the main suit. 

The applicants were ordered to pre­
serve the property, with costs to abide 
the outcome of the case. 

The main suit, in which the estate ac­
cuses KCB of breach of contract and 
negligence over the alleged failure to 
renew mortgage protection insurance, 
remains pending before the Commer­
cial Division. 
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BY STEPHEN OTAGE 

KAMPALA. Chevening alumni have 
launched a pilot study in secondary 
~ls across Kampala, aimed atdevel­
oping a framework for an effective com­
munication strategy to sensitise city 
residents about their role in managing 
solid waste. 

Shamim Ibrahim, the project lead, 
said the campaign, code-named 
Schools for Sustainable Waste Manage­
ment, is funded by 24 Chevening alum­
ni from the 2023/2024 cohort. 

The initiative is intended as a case 
study that will form the basis of a 
broader framework to guide the devel­
opment of a communication strategy 
for raising awareness about a sustaina­
ble climate action plan for solid waste 
management in the city. 
It is also designed to help prevent a 

recurrence of incidents similar to the 
Kitezi landfill disaster. 

Ibrahim explained that the Kitezi 
landfill catastrophe occurred partly be- . 
cause KCCA had not adequately sensi­
tised surrounding communities about 
the darigers and long-term impact of 
the landfill. As a result,residents contin­
ued to dig into the landfill despite the 
risks, contributing to the fatal accident. 

When asked why the initiative focus­
es on solid waste management, Ibra­
him noted that their studies in the Unit­
ed Kingdom exposed them to effective 
waste control approaches, particularly 
the integration of solid waste manage­
ment programmes in schools. 

These programmes promote recy-

Chevening alumni form waste management project 
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Tina Wamala (2nd right), Head of Communications at the British High Com­
mission poses for a photo with KCCA officials and some of the Chevening 
alumni (2023/2024: PHOTOjSTEPHEN OTAGE 

cling, repurposing, and the creation of 
new products from waste. Reflecting on 
Kampala's challenges, the alumni ob­
served that KCCA continues to struggIe 
with waste management largely due to 
a prevailing public mindset that views 
the responsibility as solely belonging to 
the city authority, rather than a shared 
civic duty. 

Tina Wamala, Head of Communica­
tions at the British High Commission, 
stated that the Chevening programme, 
which has been running in Uganda for 
the past 43 years, identifies Ugandans 
with ideas capable of positively impact­
ing society. 

Beneficiaries are awarded scholar­
ships to study at universities in the UK 

JECT SCOPE 

The Chevening alumni are wor­
king with shools across the five 
divisions of Kampala City, deve­
loping a case study from which 
we can build a framework to 
sensitise residents about a sus­
tainable climate action plan for 
solid waste management, in 
order to avoid a repeat of the 
Kitezi landfilljncident. 

and are expected to return as emerg: 
ing leaders who contribute meaning­
fully to national development. She also 
noted that the 202 V2022 cohort imple­
mented a similar climate change pro­
ject in Kampala schools. 

James Kunobere, Deputy Director of 
KCCA Waste Management Services, 
commended the British High .Commis­
sion and the alumni for the timely ini­
tiative, noting that it comes as KCCA re­
views its waste management ordinanc­
es . 
. He explained that the review includes 
emerging issues such as climate change, 
plastic waste, green spaces, and litter- • 
ing, with the aim of strengthening in­
terventions and enforcement. 

Kunobere added that he was particu­
larly pleased the project targets day 
scholars, as they have significant influ­
ence within their households and can .• ~ 
educate their families about their re­
sponsibility in keeping the city's roads 
and environment clean and free from 
waste. 

Highlighting broader public health 
concerns, he noted that Kampala con­
tinues to face serious challenges in sew­
erage disposal. 

He attributed part of the problem to 
poor sanitation planning, where some 
residents construct latrines without 
proper drainage systems, leading to 
the illegaldisposal offaecal sludge into 
open public drainage channels. . 
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