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BY SADAT MBOGO . 

MPIGI. The Bongole Women-friend­
ly Market in Bongole Ward, Buwama 
Town Council, Mpigi·District, has re­
mained largely non-operational for 
close to two years. 

The facility was constructed by the Ko­
rea International Cooperation Agen­
cy (KOICA) under the Establishment of 
Sustainable Model Villages (ESMV) pro­
ject at a cost of approximately S.bs1 bil-
lio~ . 

The market, which Was completed in 
November 2023, was handed over to 
Bongole Maize Cooperative Society but 
placed under district oversight, accord­
ing to Buwama Town Council chairper­
son Rashid Nkinga 

It was designed to boost livelihoods 
of 400 locals, es"pedaJJy more than 183 
women vendors operating on the bus­
tling Kampala-Masaka Highway. 

However, managerial issues, poor ac· 

Regional News 

ShSlb market lies idle two years after commissioning 
cessibility for motorists and pedestri­
ans, and subsequent damage from a 
truck crash has left it largely unused. 

The market is situated about 2.5 kilo­
metres from the main Buwama Trad­
ing Centre. Its location, coupled 

non-functional before the motor crash. 
"Processes are underway to finalise 

renovations following the accident that 
damaged some of the structi.rres," he 
said, adding that funding for rehabili-

tation is now available; with addi­
with the absence of speed 
humps or a smooth ac­
cess road, has deterred 
potential customers _ 
and made it difficult 2023 

tiorial silppOrt:expected from 
KOICA. 

Mr Kazibwe attributed 
earlier setbacks to alleged 
misuse of resources by the 
initial leadership. for motorists to stop. 

Last ye~ a sand truck 
lo'st control and crashed 
into the structm:e, caus­
ing severe damage. By then, 

MAr.KETWAS . "There was funding pro­
vided, but some copper­

ative members misused it. 
COMMISSIONED 

the market had 'already been 
idle for a long time. 
In an interview on Monday,Mr Ronald 

Kazibwe, the Mpigi District commer­
cial officer, confinned the facility was 

The cooperative recently got 
-new leadership after we investigat­

ed and found that the previous one was 
siphoning funds instead of injecting in 
development,"he said. 
Mr Nkinga said the council inter-

vened after finding out that the coop­
erative society had misused resources, 
especially funds in mid-2025. He add­
ed that the council "reported the mat­
ter, which is still under investigations, to 
the police. This led political leaders and 
district technical to push for a change 
of leadership at the cooperative. It is 
this cooperative leadership that mon­
itors all the women's activities in the 
market". 
,Efforts are now geared toward reviv­

al. The new leadership (selected last No­
vember) has proposedsafetym~, 
includ4li speed humps to protect ven­

. dors, and a team from the Ministry of 
Works is verifying requirements. Funds 
from the Emyooga programme will al­
so support vendors'operations. 

Mr Michael Lutalo, the ESMV project 
coordinator in Mpigi District, said ClP-

erationallimitations caused problems. 
"Accessibility by motorists was one 

key issues, alongside managerial as­
pects within the market cooperative ... 
There are plans to provide more sup­
port for redevelopment,"he confirmed. 

Efforts to get comments from the for­
mer leaders of the cooperative were fu­
tile by press,time. 

Meanwfille, Ms Prossy Nakitooke, one 
of the affected vendors,said: "The mar­
ket's dormancy has disappointed many 
ofus who hoped for better trading con­
ditions from this· Korean-funded pro­
ject." 

District officials remain optimistic 
that the new Sacco leadership, ongo- ' 

. ing verification processes, and incom­
ing funding will soon enable the facili-. 
ty to fulfil its goal of empowering worn-_ 
en in trade. -
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Leaders have sought 
help from the army arid 
UWA to curb the es­
calating'cases ofhu­
man-wildlife conflicts in 
the affected areas. 

BY TOBBJAS JOLLY OWINY 

A
UthOrities ofPurongo SUb-county 
in Nwoya District have petitioned 
the Uganda Peoples'Defence Forc­
es (Ui>DF) to deploy soldiers in the 

area to help game rangers deal With seri-
ous wildlife intrusio~ . 

The leaders want the army to set up 

I three new military detachments in 
Pabit Parish to help drive away several 
herds of elephants that have strayed in 
the area for more than a ye~destroying 
crops, property, and disrupting the-tives 
of residents. 

On Monday, Mr Benson Otto, the Pu­
rongo Sub-county chairperson, told 
the Daily Monitor that they had sought 

I 
help from UPDF to curb the persistent 
raids by marauding elephants and buf­
faloes In the area. 

. 

. "We have written to the UPDF.4th Di­
vision command to cometo'our aid and 
establish several army detachments in 
the area to support the small number of 
rangers who cannot do much, especial­
ly in Atwomo and Paraa B villages,"Mr 
Otto said. 

He added: "We have asked that sol­
diers be deployed in those areas along­
side UWA [Uganda Wildlife Authority] 
game rangers. This is very important. 
Since 2024, elephants have terrorised 
the villages and destroyed hundreds 
of crop gardens, and currently (dry sea­
son), they are raiding homes in the night 
where they dismantle people's houses 
and eat stored produce." 
After destroying gardens, the ele­

phants now break into houses and eat 
the stored food. They target maize, rice, 
millet, groundnuts, sorghum, and other 
cereals. We have registered many cases 
at Padyere West,Patira West and Paraa 
B villages in Pabit Parish,"Mr Otto said. 

He gave an example ofPunu-pa·ffiin­
Owot Cooperative Animal Grazing 
Ground, a community grazing land 
once used by hundreds of households 
for animal grazing, that has now been 
overrun by the elephants and buffalo. 

"In Pabit Parish, that grazing ground 
is now occupied by elephants and buf­
faloes, who have turned it into their 
homes. During the ~ay, they take cov­
er in that grazing land and in the night 

Purongo locals cry foul 
as wildlife raid gardens 

terrorising communities, but up to now, 
no wort has started,"he said. 

"We are not sleeping because when 
you hear drumming of jerry cans and 
tins in your neighbourhood, you must 
wake up to do the same,"Mr Ocira stat­
ed, adding that the elephants have be­
come the new residents. 

Whereas the government recently es­
tablished several initiatives to support 
locals \vhose livelihoods are devastat: ~ 
ed by wildlife, it is established thM the 
impact is minimal sincet.hey are sabo­
taged by wild imimal.s and funding gaps. 

Locals and UWA personnel examine a'garden that was reportedly ravaged by 
elephants recently. PHOTO/TOBBIAS JOLLY OWINY 

The Wildlife Act 2022 provides 
for com~nsation when wildlife in­
cluding elephants, lions, leopards, 
crocodiles, buffaloes, hyenas, hip­
popotami, gorillas, chimpanzees, 
baboons and bush pigs, cause da­
mage • . 
Earlier, in an interview wit!) this 
publication, Mr Bashir Hangi, the 
UWA spokesman, admitted that li­
mited manpower and inflexibili-
ty could continue to keep victims 
of human-wildlife conflicts around 
national parks and game reserves 

. across the country waiting longer. 
"We have been able to demons- . 
trate that there are crops that are 

they begin to storm the villages, under 
cover of darimess,"Mr Otto added. 

Mr Isaiah Mawa, the youth councillor 

palatable and animals will always 
stray and destroy them, but the 
final decision is really by the com­
munity, not UWA; they are the 
ones who should agree on how 
best they c~ use their land since 
they are neighbours to the park," 
he explained. 
Mr Bashir added: "We cannot 
force them, of course"but we can . 
only advise and sensitise and keep 
sensitising, andwe will not get 
tired of showing them the right 
thing to do. We cannot force them 
because this is their land, and we. 
cannot force them on what to do 
with their land because it will be 
against their rights." 

fur Lunguru Sub-county, expressed con­
cerns that without more deployment, 
wild animals could frustrate the next 

planting seaso~ . 
"The rains are back and the planting 

season has begun, but the farming com­
munities will not achieve much unless 
these wild animals are handled system­
atically,"Mr Mawa said. 
In the past two years, UWA has been 

installing an electric fence along the 
Murchison Falls National Park pound- . 
aries in Nwoya and Oyam districts. • 
Whereas most parts of the boundary on 
the Oyam side are now complete, huge 
swatches of the boundary are yet to be 
fenced off on the Nwoya side. The fence 
is said to cover only,Parts ofKochlii,Ana­
ka, and Gotap\voyo sub-counties, but it 
has yet to reach Purongo. 
In December 2025, UWA carried out 

bush-clearing for the electric fence in­
stallation across Purongo Sub-county. 

UWA tried to support communities 
neighbouringthepart,in the 2023I20~ 
financial year. Purongo, Gotapwoyo, 
and Anaka sub-counties piloted a liveli­
hood support project in which simsim 
and onion seeds were to be provided to 
farmers. . 

Mr Mawa said: "Only onion seeds were 
delivered; simsim did not come. That 
support was only a one-off, and the 
farmers had challenges raising the on­
ion seedlings, although the harvest ~ __ 
good." 

However, Mr Christopher Omarn, the 
Nwoya Resident District commissioner, 
said a lack of political will and the delib­
erate failure of communities neighbour­
ingthe park to embrace alternative land· 
use models are fuelling the persistent 
human-wildlife conflicts in the area 

"In Purongo, Anaka, and Kochlii 
sub-counties, we have preached for the 
growing of horticultural crops like on­
ions, green pepper, chillies, etc., includ­
ing agroforestry, apiary, among oth­
ers, but our farmers look at quick-ma­
turing crops like maize,millet, rice, soy­
beans,etc_, that are so palatable to tllese 
wild animals,"he said. 

Meanwhile, Mr Otto said they have ga­
zetted funds they secured from UW~ 
through revenue sharing to procure and 
install an oil mill to enable farmers to 
embrace and grow more sunflowers as 
an alternative cash crop to rice, maize, 
among others. 

"Last year, we introduced sunflower 
growing since it is not destroyed by wild 
animals, but the challenge is that pric­
es dropped badly,·and farmers lost reve­
nue,"Mr Otto said. 

A December 12,2025, security meet­
ing in Kochlii Sub-county headquarters­
over rampant destruction by wild ani­
mals from the park, resolved that a de-

However, Mr Wilson Oeira, a resident 
ofLagaji Village, said wort has riot com­
menced as yet 

. liberate military deployment be made 

"Those people (UWA) cleared the path 
from Lagaji Village near Wangkwar 
Gate to Anaka Sub-county, which would 
have covered the whole corridor in our 
area where elephants and buffaloes are 

• to tackle the problem. Mobilised by Mr 
Richard Todwong, the ruling Nation­
al Resistance Movement party secre­
tary general, and attended by UWA offi­
cials and UPDF 4th Divisioncommand­
er Maj Gen Felix Bushizoori, to curb cas­
es of human-wildlife conflicts. 


