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TRUTH EVERY DAY 

EDITORIAL . . ' 

-, Here is what.NMG Uganda will live and die for 

A 
key isSUe that has dominated dis: 

. course at the AfricaEditors'Congress 
2026 ongoing in Nairobi,Kenya,is the 
"multi-faceted criSis>rafllicting the 

meilia industry. 
, The fuult lines include commercial pres­
~s-artrid~~revenues,threats by 
~te actors, ana an.eroded trust in an in­
fOImation ecosyStem saturated with play­
ers,misinformation and disinformation. 

'_ This paradigm not only makes audienc-
, es.sceptical of the truthfulness of content 

that the media produces, but also births 
. uncertainty about the future of journal-

.--
ism, which. Philip L. Graham, the fonner 
publisher of The Wasliington Post,in 1963, 
baptised as "the first rough!Graft ofhisto­
ry". 

The discussion at the-congress inNairobi 
,mirrors a global picture, but the manifes­
tations differ from continent to continent, 
region to region, and country to country. 

Whateverthe nuances,ajournalism tliat 
is mistrusted by its consumers cannot 
clone history in its image. 

Similarly, ajournalism that yields to dif­
ficulty, whether commercial pressure or 
repression and intimidation by State and 

non-State actors, betrays public trust and 
erodes democracy. 
This is why for us at the Nation Media 

Group in Uganda. the puisuit of bold and 
independent journalism remainS' our 
hallmark across our print, bli;>adcast and 
digital platforms. ' . 

The NMG Editorial Policy, which is a 
public document against which our 
journalism can, and must be evaluated 
and fuulted, exhorts us to be fail; balanced 
and accurate. It also obligates us to 
contnbute to buildfug a more open and 
den;lOcratic society. 

We pride in having'an internal Ombuds­
man whose task is to hold us accountable 
and ensure ourjournalism complies with 
the,provisions of the in-honse Editorial 
Policy. _' 
It means we are held to the same high 

standards that we ask of others:Put anoth­
er way, we don't preach water, then drink 
wine. 

Therefore, Our work is a threat only to 
. those who are undemocratic or simply an­

ti-free press. 

» Continued on P.12 
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NEWS- •• .P.3 

'Death toll 
froniKibog(k. 
sh~ 
rises to four 

Grass root. Uganda's delayed Local Council elections are finally back, with LC1, LC2, and 
Women Council polls announced for March. But village chairpersons are urging the Elector~1 
Commission to disband lining up behincJ candidates and adopt secret ballot voting to ensure 

fairness, reduce intimidation, and saf~guard voter choice ••• P.4,5&6 
j" 

M,akerere wee~-long 
gtaduation kicks off 

Makerere 
University 
graduands cheer 
after hearing 
their nam~s read 
out during the 
76th graduation 
ceremony at the 
Freedom Square 
yesterday. The 
fil"Stdaysaw 
students graduate 
from the School 
of Law; College 
of Education 
and External 
Studies; College 
of Computing 
and Information 
Sciences; and 
College of 
Agricultural 
Environmental 
Sciences. 
Stories on P.8&9 
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PULLOUT 

Excel in PLE 
Free. This is the ultimate 
companion to help Primary 
Seven candidates strengthen 
theiruDderstanding,boost . 
their confidence,and prepare 
effectively for academic 
success. 

THE LIZARD . 
. ~ - -

BUT CAN THEY KEEP 
VILLAGE SECRETS? 

NEWS: TASO FINED SHS190M FOR MISDIAGNOSING MAN WITt:I HIV ... P.3 SPEAKER RACE HOTS UP ••• P.2 
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QUOTE OF 
THE DAY 

Police spot<esperson Rusoke Kituu.ma on police operations targeting b1-ack spots, criminal hideouts, and narcotics! 
"A total of 1.095 suspects were arrested over the seven days. many of them habitual offenders and gang members involved in robberies. burglaries. phone 
snatching. narcotics and related crimes." 

EDITORIAL 

Here is what we 
will live and die for 
« From P.1 

A
rticle 29 ofUganda's Collstitution guanintees freedom 
ofexp~i(jn.. including that of speech, press and oth­
ermedia 

Besides being the public's eyes and ears and the VOIce 
of the voiceless journalism exposes the concealed,spotlights 
injustices,and empowers citizens with accurate information 
to make informed choices in personal and public affairs. 

As the Fourth Estate,it undergirds democracy,which is why 
Thomas Jefferson noted: "Were it left to me to decide wheth­
-er we should have a government without newspapers, or 
newspapers without a government, I should not hesitate a 
moment to prefer the latter." _ 

This is how seminal journalism is. We understand the 
weight of this responsibility and have dutifully exercised the 
power of our pen to positively influence society. 

What this media house lives and will die for, as co-founder 
Charles Onyango Obbo noted in 2007,is 
telling the truth. Its tagline, Truth Every 

Th.nssue: 
Media rights 
and freedoms. 
Our view: 
We are, of 
course, not 
perfect. We 
make mistakes. 
But we do not 
do so out of 
malice or at 
the behest of 
external actors 
or hidden 
interests. We 
are proudly 
Ugandan. 

day,is not clecorative. 
We are aware of the risks, but Monitor 

Publications Limited, publisher of the 
Daily Monitor,has since its inception in 
1992,lakenmany bullets, including two 
closures- in 2002 and 2013.TheNTV al­
so faced the same at infancy in 2007 but 
remains unshaken:. 

The media outlet remains at the 
frontline of promoting and defending 
freedoms and human rights, democra­
cy and good governance. The informa­
tion we provide empowers citizens in 
making civic, economic, social, cultural 
and edu<;ational decisions. 

We are, of course,not perfect. We make 
mistakes. But we do not do so out of 
malice or at the behest of external ac­
tors or hidden interestS. We are proud-
lyUgandan. - . 

These past encroachments by the 
State have not muted our voices or 
dulled our journalistic zeal, and will 
not stymie our pursuit of the truth that 
our readers, viewers and listeners ex-

pect and deserve across our platforms. 
- We are profoundly grateful for your trust and support. For 
as long as we exist, you can count on us to hold the powerful 
accountable, provide a platform for public discourse on im­
portant matters,and contribute to Uganda's deVelopment. 

We are not proxies or mercenaries, or ingratiate to power 
for survival. We know independent journalism has a price, 
which we are willingfu pay so that Uganda is better for us all 
today and future generations. 

And for that reason. we are here to stay. We invite you to­
continue supporting all our platforms, including Daily 
Monitor,NTJ( Spark 11{Dembe ~Enyand<4 The East A/ii­
caJ1, and all our affiliate digital platforms, by subscnbing to 
prime content and lending a hand through donations. 

Our commitment to you 
We pledge: 
• To be accurate and fair in all we do. 
• To be respectful to all in our pursuit ofthe truth. 
• To refuse to accept any compensation beyond that­

provided by Monitor Publications Ltd. for what we do in 
our news gathering and decision-making. 

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel 
that we have fallen short in our attempt to keep these 
commitme~ts. 

Cartoon. Bobi Wine called on the international community to impose targeted sanctions on President 
Museveni and Gen Muhoozi Kainerugaba. 

71.6:>% .. . .' 
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Why AU IJleeting for trade ministers matters 

O
n 25- 26 February2026,African Min­
isters responsible for trade will gath­
erin Maputo,Republic ofMozam· 
bique, under the African Union (AU) 
framework. This meeting comes 
just weeks before the 14th Ministe­

rial Conference (MC14) of the World Trade 
Organization (WTO),scheduled for March 
2026 in Yaounde, Cameroon. 

With global trade discussions poised to in­
fluence Africa's development trajectory,the 
Maputo gatheril\g provides a critical plat­
form for African countries to coordinate po-

-sitions,align national and regional strate­
gies, and present a unified stance on issues 
of strategic importance. 

MC14 will address several complex and in­
terrelated agendas, including comprehen­
sive discussiQns on WTO reform and ongo­
ing plurilateral initiatives. Reform discus­
sions will focus on institutional strengthen­
ing, dispute settlement, the operationalisa­
tion of Special and Differential Treatment 
(S&DT), and striking a balance between de­
velopment priorities and procedural effi­
ciency. Plurilateral negotiations are expect­
ed to featUre prominently,particularlythe 
Investment Facilitation for Development 
Agreement (IFDA) and the temporarymor­
atorium on customs duties on electronic 
transmissions, alongside broader debates 
on e-commerce,digital trade rules and the 
trade-related aspects of Artificial Intelli­
gence. 

The interests of powerful econorrP-es are 
particularly influential in these negotia­
tions,as they seek commitments that se­
cure digital mai'ket advantages, protect 
their global technology firms,and limit the 
regulatory flexibility of developing coun­
tries. The African Group has consistently ad­
vocated for outcomes that safegu:ard Afri-­
ca's development interests,defending ag­
riculture and food security, strengthening 
S&DT provisions, and preserving policy . 
space for industrialisation, digital transfor­
mation,and economic diversification. 

The Group has also emphasised the im­
portance of consensus-based decision-mak­
ing,cautioning against attempts to integrate 

·Tlie upcomingMapu-
to meeting is far more 
than a routine prepara­
tory session ... 

JaneNaiunga 
~ 

plurilateral outcomes into the WTO frame­
work without full multilateral approval, a 
strategy increasingly advanced by some de­
veloped economies that risks constraining 
Africa's policy autonomy and its ability to 
pursue domestic development priorities. 

The current global trading system is 
marked by growing asymmetries. While ad­
vanced economies expand the use of in­
dustrial policy instruments including sub­
sidies,strategic procurement,local content 
requirements, and regulatory measures 
to strengthen competitiveness in sectors 
such as renewable energy, digital technolo­
gies,and advanced manufacturiIig, develop­
ing countries,including African states,face 
pressure to adopt restrictive disciplines that 
limit similar interventions. 

For Africa, this raises a fundamental ques­
tion: will emerging global trade rules ex­
pand or constraih the continenfs develop­
mentoptions? Many African economies re­
main heavily dependent on primary com­
modity exports, with limited diversifica­
tion and weak manufacturing capacity.In­
frastructure gaps,high trade costs, techno­
logical deficits,and vulnerability to external 
shocks continue to inhibit competitiveness. 
Agriculture, which employs the majority of 
Africa's population,remains particularly af­
fected by trade-distorting domestic support 
measures in developed countries. Without 
meaningful reform of global agricultural 
rules,African countries'efforts to modern­
ise agriculture, strengthen food security, and 
increase value addition will continue to be 
constrained. 

Against this backdrop, the Maputo meet-

ing is strategicallyvital.It provides Afri-
can Ministers with the opportunity to de­
velop collective positions that reaffirm ag­
riculture and food security as central pil­
lars of the development agenda, defend and 
strengthen S&DT as a non-negotiable ele-

. ment of fairness in the multilateral system, 
safeguard policy space for industrialisation 
and digital transformation, and ensure co­
herence between AfCFTA implementation, 
national strategies, and WTO outcomes. 

The African Union and the African Group 
have historically pushed for reforms that 
reflect Africa's development priorities. Key 
achievements include coordinated posi­
tions on agriculture subsidies,public stock- . 
holding for food security, and resistance to 
the forced inultilateralization ofplurilateral 
agreements such as IFD. 

These efforts demonstrate that speaking 
- with one voice amplifies Africa's influence 

in global trade negotiations and ensures 
that development considerations remain 
central.MC14,however,presents addition­
al challenges. Some developed countries are 
actively shaping rule-making on subsidies, 
e-commerce,<1Ild investment facilitation to 
reinforce their strategic advantages in digi­
tal markets,advanced manufacturing, and 
global value chains, oftenin ways that could 
limit Africa's industrial policy options. 

Ministers in Maputo must therefore assess 
these proposals critically, ensuring that any 
commitments preserve policy space for do­
mestic and regional development agendas, 
and support the effective implementation 
of Agenda 2063 and theMCFrAframework. 

The upcoming Maputo meeting is far . 
more than a routine preparatory session; it 
is a defining moment for Africa By coordi­
natingpositions across Member States,in­
tegrating REC perspectives,and articulat­
ing clear priorities, the continent can en­
sure that global trade negotiations serve the 
interests of all countries,not only the most 
powerful. 

I Ms Jane Nalunga, Executive Director. 
Southern and Eastern Africa Trade 
Infonnation and Negotiations Institute. 
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