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~-~ In (OOm~ STAHIZA strengthens sports and talent development Trtootes flow as referee 
. .~y'.~~.~~iel Esiku ...................... . 

The Association of Second­
ary School Headteachers of 
Uganda (AS SHU) in the Teso 
sub-region has issued a strong 
warning to games teachers 
and coaches against engaging 
in inappropriate relationships 
with student-athletes. 

Speaking at the closing 
of the Uganda Secondary 
.Schools Sports ASsociation 
(USSSA) Teso Zone symposi­
um held at Soroti Secondary 
School last Saturday, Teso 

.regional chairperson Eliphaz 
Ewalu Opolot condemned 
cases of educators becoming 
romantically inv~1ved'with 
learners under their care. 

Opolot reminded partici­
pants that such actions not 
only violate professional ethics 
but also attract severe legal 
consequences. 

~' I hope the discussions and 
experiences shared here guide 
you to avoid situations that 
could implicate you before 

~y..~~.~~iel Esiku ..................... .. 

Yusuf AWuye, the newly 
appointed director for 
co-curricular activities at 
Standard High School Zzana 
Ndejje Campus (STAHIZA) 
has outlined his leadership 
targets for the school. 

Speaking to \4sion Sport 
Awuye said emphasis will 
be on guiding the school to .' 
win various accolades in the 
USSSA-organised competition 
that are slated·to start 
tomorrow with Elite games 
competition hosted at Janan 
SS in Luwero Camp~. 

"I want to thank the 
STAHIZA administration and 
the founding body for the 
trust given to me in leading all 
types 'Of sports in the school. 
My focus now is to ensure that 
I solidify the school's target of 
being a sporting power house 
in the country and within East 
Africa," said Awuye. 

According to Awuye, after 
the Elite games, his immediate 
focus turn to the USSSA 
district games, zone, national 
competition ahead of the 
FEASSSA games ~at will 

be hosted in Morogoro in 
Tanzania. \ 

"It should be noted that the 
Luweero -based institution 
is preparing for the 2026 
Uganda Secondary School 
Games at the district, zonal, 
national, East African, and 
global levels," he said 

Patrick Mukisa, headteacher, 
Standard High School Zzana, 

. expressed confidence in 
Awuye leadership and said he 
has all the abilities of leading 
co-curricular activities to the . I 
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highest 
"I am excited of Awuye's 

appointment as a director of 
co-curricular programmes, he 
has come at a time when we 
are transitioning to providing 
a holistic education that . 
caters for the three domains," 
Mukisa said. 

He emphasised the school's 
commitment to maintaining 
excellence in sports while 
achieving promotion to 
higher leagues and cOmpeting 
favourably on all platforms. 

the law," Opolot said. "These 
young athletes are under your 
responsibility as teachers and 
guardians. ASSHU will not 
tolerate any member who 
violates the teachers' code of 
conduct." 

The symposium attracted 
over 200 games teachers, 
sports masters and district 
sports chairpersons from 
across the region. It was 

RUN rORTH[ Nll[ R[TURNS 
designed as a platform to .~y..:!.~~~~.?!!. Were .................. .. 
strengthen professionalism, 

• improve sports management With environmental pressure 
and address emerging chal- mounting around the Nile 
lenges in school competitions. Basin, the Rotary Club of Jinja 

Beyond ethical conduct, the has unveiled an ambitious 
meeting also focused on com- plan to blend sport and con-
pliance with athlete eligibility servation in a renewed push 
regulations ahead of upcom- to protect one of Uganda's 
ing competitions. J most vital ecosystems. 
In a message delivered by vice The initiative was an-
chairperson Tom Odeke, Teso nounced during the launch of 
Zone USSSA chairpersoll John the fourth edition of the Run 
Robert Osuu cautioned school for the Nile, scheduled for 
administrators against fielding March 28 in JiDia. The event 
ineligible or over-age players. was unveiled at Platinum 

Credit offices in Kampala, 
where Rotary leaders and 
partners outlined their envi­
ronmental agenda. 

Club president Tomson Of­
wono warned that unchecked 
urbanisation and industrial 
activity are accelerating pollu­
tion levels in and around the 
Nile Basin. 

"Environmental degrada­
tion around the Nile Basin 
is threatening livelihoods," 
Ofwono said. "Urban growth 
and industrial expansion 
continue to introduce pollut­
ants into our water systems. 
Through this run, we are mo­
bilising resources to safeguard 
the environment." 

He stressed that the event 
gQes beyond athletics. 

"This is not just a run. It 
is both a fundraiser and an 
awareness platform. The pro-

ceeds will suppoI;t tree plant­
ing, community clean-ups 
and conservation .education 
programmes aimed at promot­
ing responsible stewardship of 
our water ecosystems." 

Rotarian Geofrey Kitakule 
called on corporate entities 
and individuals to· rally behind 
the cause, noting that many 
communities around Lake 
Victoria and the Nile Basin 
lack access to treated water. 

"Protecting these water 
bodies is about protecting 
lives," Kitakule said. "Pollu­
tion exposes communities to 
serious health risks, including 
cancers and liver-related 
illnesses. This is a national re­
sponsibility." Organisers have 

set a fundraising target of 
shSSOin this year. The funds 
will support tree planting and 
maintenance for at least three 
years on 250 acres of land al­
located by the National Forest 
Authority. 

Participants can register 
for the 21km, lOkm and 
Skm races by purchasing 
kits priced at sh30,000 from 
Platinum Credit branches and 
Rotary Clubs. The event has 
attracted backing from several 
institutions, including Nile 
Breweries Limited, Platinum 
Credit, MaadMcCann, Bugan­
da Kingdom, the Ministry of 
Water and Environment, AAR 
Insurance and the Office of 
the Auditor GeneraL 

.~.~!!!~.~~ .. ~!~~~~- ........... .. 
. Long-serving basketball 

referee John·Mass Kityo was 
l~d to rest on Wednesday 
at hiS ancestral home in . 
Kiyimbwe Village near the 
Ssaza grounds in Masaka 
City. . 

Sources said Kityo, pop­
ularly known as "Presido," 
was found dead in his resi­
dence in Narnasuba suburb 
Kampala and the body was 
taken to Mulago Hospital. 
. Acoompnces say that he 
had been out of siglit for 
close three years and had not 
attended basketball events 
for unknown reasons. 

His close associate Edward 
Ssendikadiwa, narrated Kityo 
's refereeing career which 
began around 1997. 

He adds that the de­
ceased went on to become 
a certified national referee 
and earned popularity and 
respect within the basketball 
fraternity. 

"His massive build, speed 
on the court and keenness in 
decision-making turned him 

into a no-nonsense official 
who commanded respect 
from both players and f~. 
Because of his strong author­
ity and firm decisions, he 
earned the nickname 'Presi­
do," Ssendikadiwa noted. 

Before joining refereeing, 
Kityo worked as an electri­
cal technician at Makerere 
University Estates. It was 
during his time there, when 
the university had a formi­
dable team in the national 

_ pasketballieague, that he 
developed a deep interest in 
the sport. 

Karamoja schools benefit from USSSA 
.~y. .~~.~~~~~ .. ~~.~~~.................. .. .. Umpiring, Football Coach­

ing, Volleyball, Athletics, and 
In a groundbreaking move to 
professionalise and standard­
ise school sports across the 

\ country, the Uganda Second­
ary Schools Sports Associ­
ation(USSSA)e~endedits 
capaCity-building training 
program to the Karamoja 
region for the first time. 

The week-long training, 
held from February 15 to 
20, 2026, at Abim Second­
ary School in Abim District, 
brought together 325 par­
ticipants, including teachers 

. and students from Amudat, 
Nakapiripirit, Nabilatuk, 
Moroto, Napak, Kotido, 
Kabong, Karenga, and Abim 
districts. 

Over five days, partic­
ipants received practical 
and theoretical training in 
Football Refereeing,Netball 

J _ • 

Media management. 
Kenneth Ocola, deputy 

. headteacher of Abim SS, 
hailed the program as a 
major milestone for sports ffi 
the region. 

"The impact has already 
been visible," Ocola said. 
"We have seen a reduction 
in riots and violence during 
school games, increased 
student participation, and 
greater confidence among 
students in officiating roles. 
Schools are now becoming 
more self-sufficient with 
trained personnel in sports 
management. " 

Patrick Okanya, USSSA 
National Capacity Building 
Coordinator, highlighted the 
program's role in promoting 
fair play and reducing con­
flicts during competitions. 


