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. Kabasweka, Nyanchama 
hold joint one-shot lead 
No advantage. Kabasweka tied with reigning 
Uganda Ladie~ Open champion Nyanchama and 
they followed by three other ladies including 
2023 winner Martha Babirye. . 

. BY DARREN ALLAN KYEYUNE 

2025 MTN ENTEBBELADIES OPEN 
DAYONELEADERBOARD 

76+5 
76+5 
76+5 

T6 Winnie Musuya (UGA) 81 '+10 
T6 Judith Komugisha (UGA) 81 +10 
T6 Frank Loveness ITAZ) 81 +10 
9 Joyce Kisembo (UGA) 82 +11 
no Robinah Angom (UGA) . 83 +12 
no Shaminah Nerima (UGA) 83 +12 

N
either of the joint-leaders Ugandan Peace 
Kabasweka nor Kenyan Mercy Nyancha­
rna are fully content or smiling despite 
each shooting four-over 75 for a one-shot 

lead at the MTN Entebbe Ladies Golf Open 
Championship yesterday. 

Nyanchama, who plays off handicap stroke 
inaex -1.4, nearly pulled out of the showpiece 
at the par-71 course after news trickled that 
her mother had passed away in the morning. 

Yet for Kabasweka, the start to her title de­
fence felt wobbly. "It feels good to come back 
and defend my title. However, today, the course 
played tough," the 2024 winner Kabasweka 
said yesterday. _ 

"The greens were very fast, totally different 
from the practice greens but I hardened my 
game. So many ups and downs, I thank God 

_ that I have fullshed with 75.1 will pick up from 
. - there tomorrow (today)," said the player from 
~ 'fooro Golf Club. 

Kabasweka tied with reigning Uganda Ladies 

Open champion Nyan­
chama and they fol­
lowedbythreeoth- / 
er ladies includ-
ing 2023 En-
tebbe Ladies I 
Open winner . 
Martha Babir-
ye, Tanzani-
an Neema 
Olomiand 
Lillian 
Koowe. 

Kabas­
weka's 
round 
com­
prised 
just 
one birdie at 
the par-3 Hole 
NO.16 but she la­
boured with five 
bogeys at Holes 
par-4 NO.4, par-5 
NO.7,par-3 No.8, par-
5 NO.17 and the par-4 
NO.17. 

"I wasn't driving 
and putting well, 
that's 

where I lost so many strokes," KabaswelGf 
grimaced, especially on the par-5s. 

The handicap two player is however confi­
dent she can withstand the conditions and 
pressure from the field to retain her title."! am 
ready to attack the course tomorrow (today), 
this was like a practice round,"she added. 

For Nyanchama who is the reigning the 
Uganda Ladies Open champion from Lugazi 

Tactics. Peace Kabasweka places 
her before putting on hole number 
15 at the MTN Entebbe Ladies Golf 
Open at Entebbe Club. 
PHOTO/EDDIE CHICCO 

'-

last 
year, 

~ it has 
been 

largely a 
somber time 

with commisera­
tions and condolenc­
es flowing in from 
Ugandan competitors, 

friends and family back 
home. 
"At first, I was like, do I 

continue? But then I told 
myself, I just need to finish as 

I need the World Amateur Golf 
Ranking (WAGR) points," said the 

product of the Rose Naliaka Golf Acad­
emy."She (her mother) was my number 

one supporter," a grieving Nyachama 
spoke. The sad news threw her off the 

patch, shooting +4 on 
the first nine before 
playing level on the 

second half of the course. 
"~1 relaxed on back nine first nine was 

challenging because of the sad news," she said. 
Unlike Kabasweka and a big part of the field, 
Nyachama's feel of the greens is different. 

"For me, the greens were a bit slow, I am used 
to fast greens. Tomorrow (today), I am hoping 
to focus,"she added. Her round hadjust a bird­
ie on the green of the par-3 Hole NO.12. 

The 54-hole stroke-play championship 
wraps up tomorrow. 
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Kayangwe taking shot at exco position 
BY FRED MWAMBU 

KAMPALA. Uganda's grow­
ing influence in continental rug­
by will once agaiiJ. be under The 
light when the 17th Annual Gen­
eral Meeting of Rugby Africa takes 
place at the Kabira Country Club 
in Kampala todayCFriday). 

At the centre of Uganda's att~­
tion in this particular meeting, is 
Uganda Rugby Union president 
Godwin Kayangwe, who is seek­
ing election to the Rugby Africa 
Executive Committee. Should he 
succeed, Uganda will once again 
have a voice at the highest deci­
sion-making table of African rug­
by. Uganda's puSh for representa­
tion at this level is not new. In 
2019, then Uganda Rugby Un­
ion president Andrew Owor was 
elected unopposed as vice presi­
dent during the 13th General As­
semblyin Marrakech. 

Owor later contested for the 
presidency in 2023 but lost to 
Ghana's Herbert Mensah in South 

Africa in the body's first serious 
wholesale competitive elections. 
Kayangwe now hopes to renrrn 
Uganda to that leadership circle. 

"fm going for the executive com­
mittee position," Kayangwe re­
vealed to Daily Monitor, adding 
that, "Ugandan rugby and sports 
in general has grown in stature 
and it is important we also sit at 
the decision-making bodies. It 
will help us to share our challeng­
es and find better ways to grow 
the sport." Kayangwe is seeking 
to replace Mauritius Rugby Union 
president Kevin Venkiah as execu­
tivemember, with Venkiah eyeing 
the vacant treasurer position. The 
treasurer's seat has remained va­
'cant since February last year fol­
lowing the passing offormer Zim­
babwe Rugby Union president 
and RUgby Africa treasurer Aar­
on Jani. The Kampala meeting is 

expected to attract 32 national 
unions alongside senior conti­
nental and World Rugby rep­
resentatives, including Men­
sah. Beyond elections, dele­
gates will debate constitution­

al amendments aimed at gov-
ernancereforms. 
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Shine. School Pay CEO Charity Atukwase Mutagambwa 
and UTTA boss Cyrus Mark Muwanga show off the dum­
my cheque. PHOTO/JOAN BATANUDDE 

300 players to vie 
for honours at 
Kateregga Memorial 
BY ABDUL-NASSER SSEMUGABI 

BRIEFLY LEGACY 
Teams registered: 47 .. ...... ........... 

Primary schools: 18 Thetourna-
SecQndary schools: 17 mentcom-

Univ~rsities: 12 
memorates 
Francis Kate-

Pla~ers: 300 regga, a rising 
ComRetition tables:.8 star who won 

Match da~s: 3 a historic 
bronze at the 
1995 AII-Afri-o Vff300pIaymhave~fm caGamesin 

the Kateregga Memorial Schools' Zimbabwe, 
Table Tennis Championship at two years be-
Lugogo Arena, starting today un- fore his un-

til Sunday. The tournament venerates ~imelyand 
Francis Kateregga,a rising star who won tragic end in 
a historic bronze at the 1995 All-Africa a car crash in 
Games in Zimbabwe, two years before 1997. .J" 

his tragic end in a car crash in 1997. 
However, the event returns after more Katereg-

than a decade of absence, and if all goes gawassum-
to plan,it could become the first tourna- monedto 
ment on the national calendar. the national 

Joseph Rukundo, general secretary junior team 
Uganda Table Tennis Association CUT- while still in 

. TA), told Daily Monitor that 47 teams Senior Two 
have registered in the three main com- at City High 
petition categories. 18 are primary SchoolKo-
schools, 17 secondary schools, and 12 1010. Heat-
universities like Kampala Internation- tracted many 
al University, Uganda Christian Univer- schoolmates 
sity, Isbat University, Kyambogo, Maker- into table 
ere, among others. tennis. 

"We have about 300 players across all 
categories who will compete in singles The Uganda 
and team events,"Rukundo told us. Table Tennis 

For smooth operation during the Association 
three match days, action will be simul- (UTTA) for-
taneous on eight tables, with Legacy medatour-
Productions catching every chop and namentin 
swing on crystal clear screens in what his name to 
promises to be an "international lev- further his 
el production." UTIA president Cyrus .ambition. 
Muwanga said this tournament,like the However, the 
Uganda Open last December, is one of event has not 
the channels through which UTTA will been played 
spread the sport across the country and inoverade-
identify raw talent for future elite en- cadeand 
gagements here and abroad. UTTApro-

Tp at is why Fincom Technologies, misesare-
via its flagship platform SchoolPay are turn that will 
proud to continue its partnership with surpass ex-
UTTA."We are privileged to be partner- pectations 
ing with UTIA because, beyond digi- and leave a 
tizing the payments," said Fincom CEO legacy. 
Charity Atukwatsa Mutagamba 
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