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Lt;TTERS " 

Protect Ugandan workel'S in the Gulf 

~. Uganda's labour migration to the Gulfhas become a life­
, line for thousands of families. The remittances sent home 
~ by our sons and-daughters working in the Arab region 
support education,healthcare and small businesses, and 

, contribute significantly to the national economy. Yet be­
hind these economic gains lie growing concerns about 
their safety and wellbeing. 

Recent and persistent reports of exploitation, abuse and 
unfair treatment of Ugandan workers in some Gulf coun­
tries should trouble us all. These are not isolated stories. 
They are recun:ing concerns that demand urgent and 

· structured government attention. 
We, therefore, call upon the Minister ofForeignAffirirs, 

Mr Okello Oryem,and the entireministry to prioritise the 
protection ofUgandans living and working in the Gulfre-
gion. -

Our diplomats posted in these countries mUst go re. 
, yond routine p,rot~ol duties. They should be proactive 
, defenders of the r;ights and welfare of our citizens. Em­
bassies must regularly monitor working and living con­
ditions,respond swiftly to distress calls and ensure Ugan­
dans in trouble 9ffi easily access consular services, legal ' 
support and temporary shelter where necessary. 0 

In addition, the government should strengthen engage­
ment with host countries to ensure existing labour agree-

, ments are respected and, where gaps exist, negotiate 
stronger protections. Bilateral cooperation must translate 
into practical safeguards for workers, not merely signed 
documents. 

Labour export cannot be reduced to statistics and remit­
tance figures. It carries a moral responsibility. When citi­
zens leave home in search of opportunity, they should do 
so with confidence that their government will staild by 
them if challenges arise. 

· Protecting Ugandan workers abroad is not an act of 
, charity. It is a constitutional and national duty. 

MusaMl\ioba, 
PiQneerfounder and president 
Uganda Whistle Blowers Association 
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· Don't relent on FGM fight 
J' 

February 6 was International Day of zero Tolerance for 
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM). This yearns theme "No 

&-end to FGM without commitment and sustainable invest­
ments" ~nates deeply. For the many girls and women 

, who've faced the cut or are at risk, this is a call to action. 
In Uganda, FGM prevalence has dectmed to 0.3 percent 

(2016), thanks to efforts like the Prohibition of Female Gen­
~ Mutilation Act, which carries a 15-yearjail term for per- -
petrators.Despite this progress,FGM persists, especially in 
Karamoja and Sebei sub-regions. 

So, wliat can be done differently?AmrefHealth Africa's 
approach in Kenya offers valuable lessons. They're using 
the "Right of Passage" approach, transforming tradition-
al initiation-rituals into positive, empowering experiences 
that don't involve cutting. The Nice Foundation is another 
example, working with medical teams to shun FGM medi-... 
calization and promote alternative rites of passage. 

Community gatekeepers - elders, leaders, and influenc­
ers - playa crucial role in abandoning FGM.By engaging 
them, we can shift social norms and protect girIs.Howev­

, er, cross-bQrder FGM is emerging as a new challenge, with 
some communities seeking cut services in neigh80ring 
countries. 

To avoid losing gains, Uganda must intensify efforts: 
-Strengthen law enforcement and support survivors 
-Scale up community-led initiatives and alternative rites 

of passage 
-Engage medical professionals to reject FGM medicaliza­

tion 
-Address cross-border FGM through regional cooperation 
FGM is a human rights violation with devastating conse­

quences_Let's commit to sustained investments and collec­
tive action to protect girls and women. The time is now­
let's work together to end FGM ip-Uganda and beyond. 

Lilian Kam~nzi Mugisha 

LETTER OF THE DAY 

A city held at ranSODl: The unchecked 
chaos' of Kalllpala's outdoor advertising 

Following my recent article in 
the Daily Monitor of February 
18, in which I implored the rel­
evant authorities to bring sanity 
to Kampala's outdoor advertis­
ing industry, I have been inun­
dated with further information. 

This new information paints 
an even grimmer picture of the 
deep:~ted dysfunction at City 
Hall and reveals how various ac- i 

tors are working to maintain an i 
unregulated status quo that has . 
persisted since 2020. 
In my previous piece, I 

highlighted the dangerous 
and illegal proliferation of 
billboards on all major roads 
andjunctions ofKampala,some 
even hanging precariously in 
the middle of the roads. The 
central question I posed was: 
Who is benefiting from this 
disorder? 

The context is crucial. The 
legal battles that halted KCCA's 
levy collection stemmed from a 
court ruling in 2020 concerning 
advertising rates charged on latedforthelastfiveyears.They 
existing billboards. But what pay nothing into KCCA's coffers, 
about the new structures? A yet they have significantly ex­
simple count shows that the panded their billboard portfoli­
number of billboards across os across the city. 
the city has more than doubled / This leads to an inevitable and 
since that ruling. urgent set of questions: 

If KCCA was stopped from Who is authorising 
collecting fees on the old these new constructions? 
ones, who is authorising and What is the 'role of the Di­
supervising the construction of r e c tor ate 0 f W 0 r k sat 
these new ones? KCCA in all of this? 

The financial implIcations What is the office of the 
are staggering, Court records Town Planners doing? 
show that KCCA was compelled And what are the Divisional 
to refund dose to ShS14 Town Clerks doing to enforce or­
billion collected from outdoor der in their areas? 
contractors betw~en 2011 It's hard not to suspect that 
and 2020_ Some companies the above might be complicit 

- received over a billion shillings , in what appears to be a grand 
in_refunds, with many others heist. Someone is either sleep­
~lairriing more than Shs500 ing on the job or being oth­
million. erwise motivated to look the 

Incredibly, these very same other way. The result is a cata­
companies that successfully strophic loss of public revenue; 
forced the refund have contin- estimates suggestthe.Council 
ued to,trade completelyunregu- has lost over Shs40 billion in the 

last five years alone. 
Industry insiders have point­

ed fingers at KCCA's Special En­
forcement Team as the archi­
tects of this unchecked expan­
sion.Iftrue, to whom do they re­
port, and who holds them ac­
countable? Their actions or in­
actions demand transparency 

Compounding the issUe is the 
emergence of digital screens, 
essentially large television dis­
plays adorning roads, streets, 
and building walls. These broad­
cast content that falls under the 

. regulatory purview of the Ugan­
da Communications Commis­
sion (UCC). The UCC muSt act 

I swiftly tO,oversee these instal­
lations, ensuring they-do not ex­
pose the public to inappropri­
ate material and that operators 
comply with national standards 

This is not just an industry , 
squabble. It's a matter of pub­
lic interest, safety, and finan­
cial acco..tU1tability. There is a 

clear need for the relevant au­
thorities to take a serious inter­
est in what is truly happening. 
I strongly encourage the Min­
istries of Kampala Capital City 
and that ofLocal Government, 
and the Anti-Corruption agen­
cies to launch a thorough inves­
tigation 

As a concerned citizen, I be­
lieve I have a responsibility to 
point out these wrongs. Kam­
pala deserves better than this 
chaotic, unregulated landscape 

, that endangers public safety 
and drains public resources . 

It's time for decisive action to 
reclaim, control, and hold the 
culpable accouritable and re­
buil<;1. a fair, sustainable outdoor 
advertising sector for the bene-

. fit of all citizens. 

Adam BataJa Ndiira, 
2insightad@gmail.com 

Do you think Ugandans consider palliative care as a serious medical profession? 

Dr Gloria Akankwasa, 
Damico Global Health 
It isn't fully integrated into 
government hospitals. It is 
still done on small scale but I 
am happy that Hospice Afri­
ca is doing a great job to POP: 
ularise it and also train more 
professionals. 

• 

Jackie Nainulondo, 
KitovuMobile Hospital 
Ugandans need to ~der­
stand that every patient re­
quires this service and who­
ever chooses to do it,should 
do it as apassion.An HIV or 
cancer patient needs coun­
selling and emotional sup­
port. 

Sr Franciline Varghese, 
uthuppan 
I came from India to volun­
teer in Uganda We have a 
cancer care home in Jinja 
where we look after 50 pa­
tients and in Kampala. We 
have also set up a cancer 
care home for poor cancer 
patients to stay. 

Henry Mukiibi, 
Rays of Hope Hospice 
Jinja. Jipja has a catchment 
area of over 11 districts, by 
the time patients come to 
screen for cancer, they find it 
in advanced stages and yet it 
is too costly to travel to Mu­
!ago for treatment. 
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