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MALITA 
THERE~ONLY 
BE ONE FR KlIBI 

I attended a burial in Gombe last \'leek: . 
and had never encountered such a Q\l<3rrel­
some priest! 

Before the requiem mass started, he 
warned mourners to'stand when he says 
stand, sit when they were supposed to, 
and save the gossip for later like "grOwnup 
women': To which a few~ answered: 
"And men!" 

"UnlesS you are sick or "CIisabled, I expect ' 
YQU to st<Ind: qtherwise, should you stay 
seated, may.God strike you with an illness so 
bad, you never get to leave that seat again;'· 
the reverend father, whose only name I 
captured was Ssentongo, said sternly. 

My eyes nearly popped out. 
In Pentecostalism, we take words that roll 

off one's tongue very seriously. After all, the 
Bible says,life and death ~re in the power of 
the tongue. 

I heard several people shout back: "Fire!" 
but the priest retorted: "Eyen if you loose fire, 
it shall Consume you if you don't stand up:' 

One could easily tell that this youthful 
clergyman possibly looks up to Father 
Deogratius Kiibi, who famously uses banter 
and blunt humour to keep his congregatiol) 
alert and entertained; but where Fr Kiibi is 
naturally witty and humorous, Fr Ssentongo 
came off as abrasive and angry, 

In apparent fear of the issued curse, 
almost the entire congregation - some with 
Muslim caps on their heads - hilarioUSly 
followed through with the Catholic rituals of 
sit-stand-kneel during the mass, 

When someone remained seated, the 
priest would pause mid-sentence to ask, 
"Why is that one sitting?" -

And when push came to shove with the 
sit-stand battle, he declared: "Never mind; 
we are all going to die, after all. I can even see 
who is next, here amongst us:' . 

Africans joke about many things, but never 
death. 

A lady sitting next to me muttered: "Good­
ness! I feel afraid to even drive to Kampala 
now. What is his problem?" . 

Soon, he tumed to the deceased. 
"I visited her in that house down there 

. before she died. Imagine putting her body in 
such a beautiful casket and all of You parking 
these big cars to send her off, after failing to 
improVe her house when she was still alive!" 

The crowd murmured. 
The lady next to me whispered, "I wonder 

whether people attend his mass on Sundays, 
if this is how he preaches ..... 

The burial was for l06-year-01d Matilda _ 
Naiga, whose daughter later explained tnat 
her mother refused to be removed from 
her mud and wattle marital home, and two 
attempts to improve the house had met her 
fierce resistance, apparently in mernory of 
her husband who had died decades earlier. 

I had never sat through such a sermon . . 

Out To 'Lunch 

Uneb chair's exam gradingargun}ent 
needs immediate implementati~n 

Y
u may probably know 

. a parent or even a child 
who is stressed due to 
theiqx~rformance in 
the national exams. 

By the time of writing, the Uganda 
National Examination Board (Uneb) 

. haa already released the results of the 
Primary Leaving Examination and the 
Uganda Certificate of Examination. 

. Learners who think they should 
have performed better than their 
results are stressed. Parents and 
guardians are making endless calls 
to schools in search of admission 
letters. Headteachers of some of the 
prominent schools have taken to 
hiding due to pressure. 

Prominent people are praying their 
friends don't call them asking for help 
to place their children. 

And once a child is admitted, parents 
. have a day or two to pay school fees in 

full lest the Vacancy is given to another 
child on-the waiting list. If you thought . 
teachers have no power, this is the 
season of the year where they get to 
exercise it or simply hide and switch 
off their phones. 

However, amidst the brouhaha that 
usually accompanies the release of the 
results of the national exams by Uneb 
and the hustling for schools by parents 
and guardians that follows, something 
the chair of the examination body said 
may have been missed by many. 

Prof Celestino Obua argued that 
the current grading system needs to 
be changed to "avoid the magic of 
aggregate 4" when it comes to the 
Primary Leaving Examinations (PLE). 
He said that a child who gets aggregate 
4, which is the highest, may in actual 
sense have only performed better 
by four marks than the one who got 
aggregate 8. 

He gave an example where aggregate 
4 may have been as a result of a child 
getting 80 marks out of 100 per a 
paper, which is a total of 320 marks out 
of 400 (four papers, each at a total of 
100 marks). 

The one who gets aggregate 8 may 
have got 79 marks in each of the paper, 
with a total of 316 marks out of 400. 

But the one who has just 4 marks 
more is celebrated and the red carpet 
is rolled out- The parent or guardian 
doesn't have to call anyone to have 
the child admitted to their preferred 

• schools. 
Newspapers flash the learner on 

the front pages. The teacher may even 
win a trip to Europe. The parent of the 
learner celebrates and shares the news 
in each and every WhatsApp group. 

The one who got aggregate 8 and 
missed the aggregate 4 grade by a mere 
4 marks is left stressed and made to 
feel unworthy. Some of such children 
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spend weeks crying. 
They miss out on joining their 

preferred secondary schools (or even 
universities in cases of secondary 
schools) and sometimes their lives are 
ruined forever. _ 

It takes a lot of time to regain 
confidence and push again. Some don't 
even recover at all. 

It is under that background that Prof 
Obua argued the need to return to the 
actual marks grading system of the 
1980s and abandon the current grading 
system of aggregates. 

I have tried to search for 
information on why the 1980s grading 
system was abandoned but haven't 
found much. Blame the lack of internet 
at the time. 

However, Prof Obua's argument 
needs to be supported. 

Also, the grading system needs to 
change in case we are not ready for 
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change. To get aggregate 1 in a paper, a 
child almost needs to be 100% correct 
in all their answers. And it isn't just 
correct answers, actually, but also 
punctuations and the like. You miss a 
full stop; you miss a mark. 

The marks are simply too high. What 
is wrong with a child getting 7:»/0 and 
that is considered aggregate 1 or A 
in case we don't want to change the 
system to the 1980s one Prof Obua 
talked about? 

We should be more interested in 
learners' passing their exams than 
making them look like failures, because 
they scored a 7:»/0 out of 100. In real 
life, usually 7:»/0 is excellent work. Why 
can't that be the same in exams? 

Since Uneo doesn't seem to have the 
power to change the grading system 
(otherwise its board chair wouldn't 
be complaining), the ministry of 
Education and Sports (MoES) should 
have a sit down with him, listen to his 
idea, do whatever they need to do, such 
as consultative meetings over coffee, 
and change the grading system. While 
at it, they should also think about the 
exams themselves. 

Are national exams necessary 
since we are not at the same level of 
development? Why not regional ones? 

Wouldn't a regional curriculum 
actually be better than a national 
one to cater for the interests of each 
region?Overtoyou~of 
Education. 

The writer is a communicatWn 
and visibility ronsultant 


