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Inthefight 
against M~laria, 
everyone Can be 

--:a hero 

Delivering lOx 
Growth: What is 

y 

our contribution? 

SYLVIA MuLINGE 

U
ganda loses more than 15,000 

people to malaria every year. 
Most of them are children, 
and most of these deaths are 
preventable. We have foUght 

this disease for generations. Sometimeswe 
have won. Other times we have lost. But one 
thing remains constant: the fight is won: by 
heroes - and not all heroes wear white cOats. 

STANDING WITH GIANTS 
Today, Ugandan scientists are writing 

• the next chapter of history. At the Uganda 
VIrus Research Institute in Entebbe, Dr. 
Jonathan Kayondo and his team at Target 
Malaria Uganda, of which I am a member, are 
developing genetic tedtoologies that could 
change how we fight malaria forever. Instead 
of just killing mosquitoes or blocking their 
bites, they are asking: what if we coul!i modify 
mosquitoes so they can't spread malana at 
all? ; 

"This isn't foreign science inIported from 
overseas. This is the work of Ugandan : 
researcl;lers," affirms Dr. Kayondo. Oui; 
colleague, scientist Krysta1 Birungi, works 
with me in Uganda's first advanced :, 
insectary, collecting mosquitoes from i$lands 
around Lake VIctoria, engaging with our 
communities, and building solutions for our 
problems. 

''In 2024, we successfully began studying 
genetically modified mosquitoes in a 
contained insectary right h~re in Uganda It's 
cutting-edge science happening in our own 

, backyard," says Birungi. 
Dr Kayondo reminds us that in 1897, 

Dr. Ronald Ross sat in a cramped Indian 
laboratory, squinting at mosquitoes under a 
weak microscope. After months of failures, 
he finally proved that mosquitoes spread 
malaria That discovery opened the door to 
every malaria control method we Usetoday. 

A 
the beginning of each year, 

leaders from across MTN's 
markets gather to align on our 
shared ambition: driving digital 

solutions for Africa's progress. 
This year, our discussions focused on how we 
can accelerate digital adoption in wa~ that 
deliver meaningful economic inIpact across 
the continent. The conclusion was clear. 
Real progress will require deliberate choices, 
coordinated action, and strong partnerships in 
every market. 

Following that session, we met H.E. President 
Yoweri Kaguta Museveni at State House in 
Entebbe to discuss Uganda's opportunities 
and our contribution ~o advancing digital 
progress as a catalyst for national prosperity. 
The central question was how to translate 
Uganda's digital ambitions under National 
Development Plan IV (NDP IV) into tangible 
results for businesses, households, and the 
broader economy. ' 
If that is the goal, then every sector must 

define its contribution. For the ICT industry, 
contribution is not sinIply about expanding . 
networks. or increasing data usage. It is about 
raising productivity across agriculture, tourism, 
minerals, manufacturing, services, and small 
enterprise. The real test is whether digital tools 

~ are helping businesses grow faster, famIe!S 
access better markets, and young people access 
new income streams. . 

The infrastructure base has expanded 
significantly. Nearly 87 per cent of Ugandans 
live within reach of mobile broadband. Yet 
only 29 percent actively use the internet. That 
gap between covei-age and usage represents 
unrea1ised growth. 
If adoption does not keep pace with 

, 

Decades later, Chinese scientist Tu Youyou tested 
hundreds of traditional remedies during China's 
Cultural Revolution. Working with basic equipment 
and linIited resources, she discovered artemisinin 
- the drug that now saves millions of African lives 
each year. She won a Nobel Prize for it in 2015. 

These scientists refused to accept that malaria was 
unstoppable. They were right. 

But here's what matters most: while scientists 
work on tomorrow's breakthroughs, we need 
heroes today. And that is where you come in. 

RVE·MlNUTE HEROISM 
You don't need a laboratory or a PhD to save lives. 

You just need·to do these sinIple things: 
• Sleep under a treated net every single night. Check 
it for holes and 'replace when it is worn out. Make 
sure your children and pregnant women in the " 
house use.theirs too. No' excuses. : 

• Walk around your corilpound once a week. Look -
for standing water - in old tyres, contaIDers, 
blocked gutters, flowerpots and pour it out. 
Mosquitoes breed in these places. No water, no 
mosquitoes. 

• Keep your grass cut and your compound clean. 
Mosquitoes hide in overgrown bushes and rubbish 
piles; A clean home is a safer home. 

• Go to a health facility when you have fever. Don't 
wait. Don't guess. Don't buy medicine from a 
shop without testing. Get tested. Start treatment 
immediately if positive. FiniSh all the medicine. 

• Welcome health workers when they come to 
spray. When community programmes offer free 
nets, take them. When health workers educate 
neighbours, listen and share what you learn. 

These actions take minutes. But they save lives 
- maybe your child's, maybe your. neighbour'S, 
maybe someone you will never meet. That is 
heroism. 

WE CAN WIN THIS 
Let's be honest: the fight is getting harder. ClinIate 

change is expanding mosquito breeding zones. 

infrastructure, the economic multiplier remains 
limited. Closing that gap requires shared action. 
, For the industry, the responsibility is continued 
investment and practical innovation: strengthening 

. rural coverage, inIproving service quality, 
and designing device financing models that 
reduce upfront costs. It also means expanding 

. partnerships that deliver digital training tied 
directly to livelihoods. 

For policymakers, the contribution lies in 
widening access. Entry-level smartphones 
remain out of reach for many households, 
partly because taxes significantly increase the 
retail price. Lowering the cost of entry is not a 
sector concession. It is a growth decision. Each 
additional affordable SInaItphone in the hands of 
a trader, farmer, or student expands the country's 
productive capacity. 

For the education sector and development 
partners, the focus must be capability. Connectivity 
alone does not generate income. Digital literacy 
must move beyond basic familiarity to practical 
application: marketing produce online, managing 
mobile payments, tracking inventory, accessing 
digital credit responsibly. These are the skills that 
convert access into value. 

For businesses across sectors, the responsibility 
is integration. Adoption accelerates when digital 
tools are embedded in supply chains, procurement 
systems, distribution networks, and customer 
engagement. When participation in markets 
increasingly requires digital interaction, usage rises 
naturally. 

In this sense, smartphone penetration and 
digital literacy are not telecom indicators. They are 
natipnal productivity indicators. 

Digital infrastructure should be viewed as 
economic infrastructure, alongside roads and 
electricity. Roads connect producers to markets. 
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PERSPECTlVES 
Some malaria parasites are becoming resistant 
to drugs. The parasite and the mosquitoes keep 
adapting. But so do we. 

We have bed nets that work. We have. 
effective medicines. We have dedicated health 
workers reaching the remotest villages td treat 
patients. And now we have Ugandan scientists 
developing next -generation tools that cOuld 
finally tip the balance in our favour. ' 

Target Malaria's work is backed by rigorous 
safety testing, community consent, and 
government oversight. They are not rushing. 
They are doing it right. And they are doing it 
with Ugandan readership. We should celebrate 
our scientists and invest in Ugandan research. 

But we should not wait for perfect solutions. 
The child sleeping under a tom net tOnight 
needs action now, just like the family living 
near a swampy area or the pregPant woman 
at risk. ~ 

THE CHOICE IS SIMPLE 
Ronald Ross called mal<¢a ''million­

murdering Death.» He waSn't c;ixaggernting. 
We know this disease. We've buried too many 
people because ofit. But we also knoW it can 
be beaten. The scientists who came before us 
proved it. Our own scientists l!l'e proVing it 
again. And every Ugandan who takes sinIple 
prevention steps is provrng it every daY. 

This generation can be the one that finally 
frees Uganda's children from malaria. But only 
if we all fight - scientists in labs, health workers 
in clinics, families in homes. 

Check your net tonight. Clear the water 
containers tomorrow. Support the health 
workers when they come. Trust our scientists 
as they develop new tools. Every action counts. 
Every person matters. In the fight against 
malaria, everyone can be a hero. Will you? 

The writer is tire Insectary Assistant, T~et 
Malaria Uganda, VVRl 

Electricity powers production. Affordable 
connectivity and devices reduce transaction 
costs, expand reach, and inIprove transparency. 
When more citizens are connected and 
capable, enterprises scale more quickly and 
competitiveness inIproves. 

in earlier discussions with the Permanent 
secretary and Secretary to the Treasury, 
we focused on alignment:. Fiscal policy, 
infrastructure investment, affordab~ty 
reforms, skills development, and regulatory 
certainty must pull in the same direction. NDP 
IV already recognises ICT as an enabler. The 
foundation is largely in place. The priority now 
is accelerating adoption and embedding digital 
into sector performance. 

Progress cannot be measured by coverage 
alone. It must show up in incomes, stronger 
enterprises,job creation, and better service 
delivery. 

Infrastructure lays the foundation, but 
affordable smartphones widen participation. 
Digital skills tum access into income, and 
integration across sectors delivers scale: When 
these elements move together, the usage 
gap narrows, and digital ambition begins to 
translate into measurable economic growth. 

History will not judge us by the ambition 
of our strategies, but by the outcomes we 
deliver. If we are serious aboqt national 
prosperity, then digital adopt!~n must move 
from conversation to coordinated action. Each 
sector has a role. The question is whether we 
will move together, at pace, and with intent. If 
we do, digital will not sinIply connect Uganda 
It will power its next chapter cif growth. 

The writer is tire ChiRfExecutive'Officer of 
> MTNUganda 
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